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THE HONOURABLE 



HORACE WALPOLE, Esquire. 



SIR9 

I TAKE the liberty of prefixing your name 
to a volume of the world, as it gives me an 
opportunity, not only of making you my acknow- 
ledgments for the essays you have honoured me 
with, but also of informing the public to whom 
I have been obliged*. v, '. ,, : / - - . ^ ;y 

That you may read 'thitf'.addrese without a 
blush, it shall have no flattety in*it- To confess 
the truth, I mean to cp?nj)liin^nt: myself j and I 

A 2 ^ ' 
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PEDICATIOV. 

know not how to do it more effectually, than by 
thus signifying to my readers, that in the con- 
duct of this work^ I have not bcen_.thougbt un- 
worthy of your correspondence. 

I am. 
Sir, 

Your most obedient^ " 
Humble Servant, 

ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 



,„ A . 
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No. LIIL THURSDAY, JANUARY 3, 1754. 
To Mr* Fitz^dam. 



THERE are very few employments which pb- 
qtiire a gpreater degree of care and circumspection 
than that of conducting a public paper. Double mean« 
ings are so much the delight of all conversations, that 
people seldom chuse to take things in their obvious 
sense; but are putting words and sentences to the 
torture, to force confessions from them which their 
authors never meant, or if they had, would have de- 
served a whipjnng for. 

For this reason I take all the pains I can to be un- 
derstood but one way. And indeed, were I to pub- 
Ibh nothing in these papers but what I write myself, 
I should be very tittle apprehensive of double con- 
structions. But, it seems, I have not been sufiicientlv 
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8 THE WORLD. 

guarded against the subtilties of my correspondents* 
,,, Amanda's letter in my last paper, has been disco ver- 

,j ed to be a manifest design to remoVe the lace-trade 

frt)m Ludgate-hill to Duke's-court. Some' people 
make no conscience of declaring that I am the au- 
thor of it myself, and that I received a considerable 
bribe for writing it. Others are of opinion that it is 
the production of a very pretty journey-woman in 
Duke*s-court, who is entering into partnership wkh 
her mistress in the lace-trade,, and has taken this me- 
thod to bring custom to the shop. . But whoever is 
the writer of this letter, or whatever was the design 
of it, all people are agreed that the effect is certain ; 
it being very observable that the virtuous women have 
been seen, for this week pa^, to crowd to the lace- 
shops in Duke*s-conrt, and that scarcely half a doceii 
of them have appeared upon Ludgate-hill since they- 
were apprized by this paper,' that such a peTseh aa; 
Amanda was known to be housed Acre. 

From at least half a dozen letters which I have re-' 
ceived upon this occasion, I shall only publish the 
two following : 
UM .,>, .,.H.; Yq j^^,^ Fitz^danu 

«i^Sl!& to be informed if the letter Mgned Aman- 
" da, in your last paper, be reality or invention. If 
" reality, please to tell me at which of the lace-shopia 
« the creature lives, that I may aVoid the odious* 
«< sight of her, and not be obliged to buy my laces 'o£ 
« a milliner, or to murder my horses by drivings Hidm 
" upon every trifling occasion to the other dnd tJf Ae 
"town. 

.S! - ' « Your humble servant, 

^^,( " Rebecca BlahelJiss*' 

'^M Chea/isidei Dec, 29^ irsS." . • ; 

I • Digitized by LjOOQiC 



.THKWORLXr. 9 

^ I BEG that you will do me the |ustke to inform 
**,aie public that I;haye-n6t had a fying-in in tny 
^< bousey since I wa& brought to, bed of piy fourteeiUh 
^< child) which is five years ago next Lady^fday^ ^^4 
'< that the yotuhg woman who .has asusted me iiijlie 
^Mace-trade foa* these last three months^ is not called 
^ Amanda^ but Liicretia. 

, . .^ "I am, . . V .... ., i, 

"Your very humble servantf^ . 
. . ** WiNNEFRED Bobbin. 

- ** Ludgate MUy Dec. 30, 1753." 

I wish with all my heart, that it was. as easy for v^6 
t^ make amends for what has happened^ as it is.to 
vmdicate myself' from any interested design in the 
publiqLtk>n of Amanda's letter. It was sent to. Mr* 
Dodsiey's by the penny-post, written in a very pretty 
It^an hand, and will be shewn to as many of the cu- 
rioiis as are desirous of seeing it. ,..•.. 

. I will not deny that I ought to have cancelli^ this 
letter ; . as I niight reasonably have supp6sed tliati no 
lady who entertained a proper regard for her virtxitt 
would bC'Seen at a lace-shop.upon Ludgate hfl^Vhde 
th^t^ was ^ bare possibility of her being oenred (bg^ 
Aihanda^ Indeed, to confess the truth, I'have iBiKirays 
been of opinion, that Gvefj young creature, who has 
be^Q oncecoRyicted of making a slip, "should be' <iom- 
^ffjOiti to take upon her the occupation of street-walk* 
i)ig. all her life after* ^ 

J^isjim^xim among the people called Quakers 
(and a very laudable one it is) not to. suffer a convkl- 
ed and open knave to be one of ihei^ boidy. They 
have a particular cerentuxiy, by, which they e^qiel 
him their, community : and. though he^may continue 
to profess thb opinibns pf ^Uakerismy th^y k>ok upapt 
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him to be no member of their, church, and 60 other- 
wise a brother, than as every man is descended from 
one common ^Either. 

I make no doubt but that the Quakers have cofMed | 
this ]^ece of policy from the ladies : but as most co- 
pies are observed to fidl short of the spirit of their 
originals, this industrious, prudent and opulent set of 
"peapit will, I hope, excuse me, if I prefer a first and 
finished design to an imperfect imitation of it. 

The Quakers have never, that I know of, excom- 
municated a member for one single failure ; nor upon 
fre<plent repetitions of it have they so driven him 
from the commerce of mankind, as to make him des- 1 
perate in vice, or to kill him with despair. How no- 1 
bly severe are the ladies to the apostates from purity ! | 
To be once frail, is forever to be infamous. A iall , 
from virtue, however circumstanced, or however re- j 
pented of, can tidmit of no extenuation. They look 
tipon the offender and the offence with equal detesta- 
tion; and postpone business, nay, even pleasure itself, 
for the great duty of detraction, and for consigning to 
perpettful'inlinnya sister who has dishonoured them. | 

* This- sefftled^ and unalterable hatred of impurity j 
cimnot be sufficiently admired, if it be considered 
liowideiidately the bosoms which harbour it are form- 
ed, ih^how easy it h to move them to pity and com- 
passioh in all other instances : especially if we add to 
this GOtlSideTation, its' having force enough to tear up 
by the roots those sincere and tender fri;;ndships, 
which all handsome women, in a state of virtue, are 
so well known to feel for one another. 

• Nbdtiiig can so strongly convince me of the truth 
of these female friendships, as the arguments which 
s^l0w and ^perficlal men have thought proper to 
bring against them. They teli us that ho handsome 
wommi ever said a civil thing of one as handsome as 
herself: butrm the contrary, that it is always the ^e^ 
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ght of both to lessen the beaut7 and to detract from 
be reputations of each othen 

Admitting the accusation to be true, how easy k is 
y ^ee through the good-natured disguise of th^s be* 
aviour ! These generous young creatores are sa.ap«\ 
reheni^ti6 for their companions, that ihty deny then^ 
eauty ill oi^er to secure them from the attempts of 
bertines. ' They know that the principal o^Bamei^ ; < 
f beauty is virtue ; and that without both a lady is 
eldom in danger of an obstinate pursuit: for whieh 
sasoh they very prudently deny her the possessioa 
f either. The lady thus obliged, is doing in return 
le same agreeable service to her beautifiil acquaint- 
nce ; and is wondering what the men can see in such 
ifiii^ creatures to be ev^n tolerably civil to theisu 
'hus under the appearance of envy and ill^natune, 
ley malntdn inviolable Mendships, and live infamur 
lal interCour^^ 6^ the kindest ofnces» Na^, tosuofa' 

pitch of enthusiasm' have these fnenddajjfis hixm 
3m^times carried, ^at I have ^qw^ a My t^ be i 
nder no apprehensions for herself, though pursued: 
y half the rakes in the town, who has.atiisplutely 
tinted away at seeing one of ^ese rakesioniy.^lajjri-* 
ig with the fan of her handsome friend* . i ^^ ff 

The same discreet behaviour is observed by-alniostt'. 
?ery lady in her affairs with a man. I£^ she woUkL^ 
tpress her approbation of him, the phrase is, <' What?. 
; a ridiculous animal 1" When a^oba^P'H grown' 
ito'love, it is, " Lord, how I detest him I" But 
hen she rises ^o a solemn declaration of, '^ I'U di^'.j^ 
a diousand deaths rather than give him my con* 
sent," we ai^e then sure that the settlements are 
rawini;, or that slie has packed up her cloat^ and 
itends leaping into his arms without any ceremony 
hatsoever. 

There ma^Ppossibly be cavillers at th|s behaviour 
r the ladieS; liis well as unbelievers in feixmlq friend* 
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ship; but I dare venture to. affirm thst.eveiy taq 
will honour them for their extraordinary civilities aa 
good-humovir to the seducer* of their' sex* S&oul 
a lady object to the company of such men, It woul 
naturally be said that she suspected her oWn virtui 
and was conscious of carrying passions^ about hei 
which were in danger of being kmdled into flames b 
every spark of temptation. Andthb is the obyiou 
reason why the ladies are so particularly obliging t 
these gentlemen both in public aftd private. ThcM 
gentle souls, indeed, who have the purity of their se 
more at heart than the rest, may gdod-n^turedly. in 
tend to make converts of their betrayers j^ but I can 
not help thinking that the meetmgs' upon these pcca 
sions should be in the presence of a third person 
for men are sometimes so obstinate in their erron 
and are able to defend them with so much sophistri 
that for want of the interposition of this third pei 
son, a lady may be so puzzlfed as to becoitie d coi 
vert to those very opinions 'wiiich fehe came on pai 
pose to confute. 

It is very remarkable, that a lady so converted i 
",^xtremely apt, in her owi> mind} to compassionat 
■^jthose deluded wretches, whom a little before she pci 
{^secuted with so much rigour. But it is also to b^ K 

1^, marked, that this softness in her nature is thfe onl 
consequence of her depravity : for while a lady coi 
tinues *' as she should be," it i^ impossible for hferi 

., j,^el the least reproaches of pity for one who is qthc 
'.;^^ise. , ' - ■ • '\ 

Y^^x^W^ ^H of nt- -i-M/l^jj^ <'Vv 
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No. lAV. THURSDAY, JANUARY 10. 

Hoc joofman est ancqpiiiiii^........ 

Postrexao imperavi egomet mihi 

Omnia assentiiri. Is quaestus nunc est multo aberimus.' 

THAT an essay on hearers has not been gi<^en 
us by the writers of the last age, is to be accounted 
for from the same reasons that thfe ancients have left 
us no treatise on tobacconists or sugar-planters. The 
world is continually changing by the two great prin- 
ciples of revolution and discovery : as these produce 
novelty, they fiimish the basis of our speculations. 

The pride of our ancestors distinguished them from 
the vulgar, by the dignity of taciturnity. If we con- 
sult old pictures, We shall find (suitable "to the dress 
of the tinaes) the beard cut, and the features composed 
to that gravity and solemnity of aspect, which was to 
denote wisdom and iniportance. * In tha:t admlrdble 
play of Ben Jonson's, which, through the capacity 
and industry of its reviver, has lately so well entbr- 
tained the town, I mean, " Every man*in 'hi^ hu- 
mour," a country squire sets up foi' higb-breedhig, 
by resolving to be " proud, melancholy and getttle- 
" mMi-like." In the man of birth of business, "^si- 
lence was the note of wisdom and! distindtioti j ^^d 
the haughty peeress then would no morfe vbtichsafi^to 
talk to her equals, than she will now' to hfef itiferidrs. 
In those times, when talking was the province only 
of the vulgar or hireling, fools and jesters were the 
usual retainers in great families j but now, so total is 
the revolution, voices are become a mere drug, and will 
fetch no money at all, except in the single instance 
of an election. Riches, birth and honours, assert their 
privileges by the opposite quality to silence ; inso- 
much, that many of the great estates and mansion- 
houses ill this kingdom seem at present to be held by 

VOL. XI. B 
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^ teCHiireaf perpetual taftoip ' Foob^«ini jettters 
ipu^t 4>e:use]esa in familiesf whdve the iwi^fier'is no 
9}$^« ji&h«um«<l of expo&Dg; his 'urit at>his'tkb1^ Ky his 
guf[^^tfi.^4 servafitsy than hiB,draidceiine!s»to*hi6CQili- 
sXUu^otSt T)hb revelation has obtained m genet^ 
all over Europe, that at tl^is day aJittle dwjerfdFthe 
kipgro£Potoi>di who creeps oiLt after diniiet^^^id un- 
d^q th|3 tree^ of the deasert^ and'uttera itnperttnen- 
c^eii.tQ yc^yejry man at tablet ia talked of at bthet eoifrts 
a^.s^. singularity ♦ '= '. 

Hajppy >yfm it for the poor talkera of tho^ 4ays 
that so grc^t ,a revolution was brought aboirt t>y de^ 
greesj* fpr/ though I can concehre it easy enough to 
twrn the '"Vvrit^r^ at Constantinople intO' priiitep% «i!)^ 
belieye it possible to make a cfaxmney'^ffweefirr a'tnil* 
ler» a iMUowrchaodkr a perfumer, a gamester a ^li- 
tv^iai),. la i&iQriady » a «lock«^jobber, or a 'bkttkhead a 
conQQisa^^l^^I Q«n have no idea- of so. strange ^vmi- 
n^prphi9»i%t9^$i thill of -fr^talker intx^^a: beat^K ' Th^ 
hearers, however, have arisen in later times to^A*- 
sY'^f ii>'i$fiTpe degree tbe demand for them^* is *ap^- 
ip^ . ^om thQji>mnher$ «if them» whiob are to be fooncf 
i^.pp^^i^^itfej),inedoC the vairbus dc«ii09iuiiat$ons of 
Gfm%^ni /hM9tbl% fipmpamon, chaplain, led-caj^lti, 
toad-eater, &c. But though each of these character^ 
&eqv/99J^M <^0]|i^.in tjbe post o£ .hearer,' it will be 
a;gr^KiW8^e,tf ,aJciearer should imagine hetnay 
ever i^^i^ri^^ viiwy of t3ieir departments* When 
th^ tQa4-re^^oS)en»ji9 praiseofmuMy vienisons or it 
greasy ragout; when the led-captain-and''eh£4)ledfi 
pprnpa^i^d ];^ripket->i^ine, or^any other iu|uarsv^such as 
tiie preftohiPiJPl./SChJ^we^oUsin^^^ the hi^pei*%AuSt 
submit t»i b^[poi^QI9led^,v(;ith aiicDce.; (Wh^itlie cou- 
sin is,^^)ea1|;;d ^9jfor the toig^ of a* fdiMthase, and 
outrli^^ )ii9 ^f^atjcon^ wbe<i the squire tof the fens de- 
ciajL'^s J?je JI(ia?iPo,dipt t)ear 'his houses and- the dousirt 
»>v<»^F$,iiJi§ ^nhari gravel, for five miles roond; or 
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vtie0.this;iiilUfla{)rover aaiertft that he nevi^^ nttxr Yan 
turf bmA^biefoBes> and turning shorty safs^ ^* Did you, 
coQsiii ?/' Jivfltieh cases as these the anftwei^s ^hdy 
give a dsQ3g^e«fm8« Example: for if a ra>r wheljy <[^ a 
hearer ^honid inappeo to give his tongue^ he \fM be 
rated and eprntoted like a ^uppy* 

The ^greaVdmy therefore af thia office fs fcitence; " 
and I could peove >the high antiquity of it by the Ty^ 
ro's of the Pythagorean school, and the aneiefnt v^or- 
ship of Harpocrates, the tutelary deity of this sect- 
Pythagoms biequeatbed to his scholars that celebrated 
rule, which ha^ never yet been rightly understood, 
'* Worabifsor. rather, study the echo j" evidently m- 
tencjlng tb(^byl» iiiculcate, that hearers should o1>« 
serve Utat an echci neverpatain a word till the speak- 
er comesto^a paus^* A great ai)d cbntpr^hensive 
lesson»!>ut< being, perhaps, too concise' ^rth^in^ 
stiHict^op of vidgar minds, it- may he bef^sfessai^y: to 
desfrendt more minutely mto particular hints «c^ c.\u^ 

tions..: •• ''...'• '.V .. i ,^: "• rt'- 

A.hearer mustinot be dwiJwsy s for ni^tMrig per- 
plexes ajtalkeir.tikfe*t^e accident ^'6i«<^p.iii fh^^ht^st 
of his.hairaxigQe:. and Ihavi; kAb^^n a 'j^t^H<tfl^e^ 
rise y^ aiMi hold ^dpea the ^eyelids'ctf ^'-i^fumli h^t^i^v 
with hiftjogftc and thumb* • '^ '-^i •-- c- >>f^-^ 'j^' •• 

a true taltor^;whoi.ii«lLh© pep|fctiually>-=Wijtti^^^ 
motion of^tbeueycsy: andoal\v«^s^'i9iis]^6ctlnr^ that this 
atte^tjan-isi directed! to that sid^^of' t^ room to 'Whitih 

A hj9acer>.nislst not ^-a soer *of si^hts^: he must 
let % hai^.pttsa.sis quietly as an >6^ ; and ^eve^ ifltet^ 
nipt . nairaiSciny by cryitig out at Ts*ght<ttf a high^Vaj^- 
maQ oc a maddag«> An a/cquaintaiiee df *min6, who 
lived- with « maiden, aunt, lost a gdod legacy by'thii 
itt*tiined arrival of a doach and sik, itlikli he first 
dificoTtenad at the end'of the ave^oiue^' and annouhced 
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f^ a mqst acceptable hearing to the |>ride of the fir 
jq(vBly : but it happened unluckily to be at the very 
t^me that the lady of the house was relating the cri- 
^^ical moment of her life, when she was in the great- 
est d^>ger of breaking her vow of celibacy. 

A hearer must not have a weak head : for tWugk 
the talker may like he should drink with him, he 
does not choose he should fall under the table tiH 
^imself is speechlesB. 

Jie must not be a* news-monger: because times 
past have already furnished the head of his patnM 
with all the ideas he chuses it should be stored with* 

Lastly, and principally, a hearer must not be a wit 
•jl remember one of this profession being told by a gen- 
tlemauj who to do him justice was a very good sea^ 
mau, ^at he had rode from Portsmouth to Londos 
4n four.hours^ asked, *<if it was by Shrewsbury clock?" 
^t lbappeife4ithe person so interrogated had not read 
Shakspeare ; which was the only reason I could as- 
sign y^YjY jthp a4venturous querist was not immedi- 
jit^ly^sepj ^^PV^ ^^^ Stygian tender- 
J, ,,BijitiJip^ ^e, must observe that silencei in the opi 
j>J9nj9li ataJtl^ not merely a suppression o£\M 
^iM^Ufifi^^^ it is also necessary that eSrery 

muscle of tlie face and member of the body shoiil^ 
receive its moticai from no other sensation than that 
which the talker commimicates through the ear. 

A hearer therefore must not have the fidgets : h^ 
must not start if he hears ^ door clap, a gun go ofij 
or a cry of murder. He must not snuff wkh his nos- 
trils if he smell fire ; because, though he should save 
the house by it, he will be as ill rewarded as Cassan 
dra for her endeavours to prevent the flames of Troy 
or Gulliver for extinguishing those of Lilliput. 

There are many more hints which I should be de 
sirous of communicating for the benefit of beg^innen 
if I was not a&aid of making my paper too lon^ to h 
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prox)erly ' i:iead *aW considered' within the' conipass 'tSf 
a weefe, iri "which the greatest part of every morniri^ 
is necessarily dedicated to mercers, milliners, Miv 
cutters, voters, levees, lotteries, loungers, &c. I shaft 
theref9re say a word or two to the talkers, and ha:sten 
to a conclusioh. / . 

And here it would be very impertinent, and goln'^ 
much out of the way, were I to interfere in the just 
rights which these gentlemen have over their own 
officers and domestics* I would only recommend to 
them, when they come into other company, to consif- 
der that it is expected the talk of the day should be 
proportioned among them in degrees, according tp 
the acres they severally possess, or the number of 
stars annexed to their names in the list printed from 
the public funds : that hearing is an involuntkry tri- 
bute, which is paid, like other taxes, with a reluctance 
inci^easing in pix)portion to the riches of' the 'person 
taxed : that it is a false argument for'a tdker to Stxlr 
to a jaded audience he will tell ^ storj^ that is time, 
great,, or excellent ; for when a niait hk^ feat' of , the 
first and second course till he is full* to t^e-thh)Jft,'^ou 
tempt him in vain at the third, by aissu'ri^^ hhii thfe 
plate you offer is one of the best "'eriii'etiiet^'' fe 
Grange^ ever ihade- . \ 
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No* LV. THURSDAY, JANUARY 17^ 

....•*..«. Extinctus amaMtur. H09. 

7b Mr* Fifz^daiTH 

I AM one of those benevolent jiersons, who 
having no land of their own, and Hot being fWfce of 
ftny one corporation, like true citizens of the worid, 
torn all their thoughts to the good of the public, and 
are knOwn by the general name of projectors* All 
the good I ever did or thought of, was for the |>iibUc. 
lAy sole anxiety has been for the security, heaMi, 
revenue and credit of the public t nor did I ever 
think of paying any debts in my whole life, except 
those of the public* This public spirit, you already 
suppose, has been rtiost amply rewarded ; and per- 
haps suspett tha(t I am going to troubW you with an. 
ostehtatious boast of the public money I havie touch- 
ed ; W that I ixti devising some artftil evasion of an 
cti<Juiry into the method by which I amassed it. On 
the contrary, I must assure you that I have cafried 
annuitly the fruits of tvrelve months deep thought to 
the treasury, pay-office, and victualling-office, with- 
out having brought from any one of those places the 
least i-clum of treasure, pay or victuals.. At the ad- 
miralty the porters can read the longitude in my night 
go^vn, as plainly as if the plaid was worked into the 
letters of that \^ord. And I have had the mortifica- 
tion to see a man with the dullest project in the world 
admitted to the boacd, with no other preference than 
that of being a stranger, while I have been kept shi- 
vering in the court. 

After this short history of myself it i« time I 
should eo^^municate the project I have to propose 
for your particular coiisuierattbiu. 
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My prbfxMal is, that/tf ne^ ofiicebe erectodh in this 
metropolis, and called the extinguishing office. In 
explakung the nature «£ this office^ I aha^ endeavour 
to convince you of its extraordinary utility : and that 
the scope and iintent of it xnay be perfectly under-^ 
stood, I beg leave to be indulged in making a feff 
philosophical remarks. 

Th^e is no observation more just, or., common in 
expierience^ th^ that every thing excellent in mature 
or art, has a certain fixed point of perfection, proper 
ti> itself, vrhich it cannot transgress without losing 
much of its, beauty, or acquiring some blendslu 

The period which time puts to all mortal things, 
is broi^t about by an imperceptible decay : . and 
whatever ia once past the crisis of maiutity, afibrdft 
only the mel^c^holy. prospect of being impaired hour-* 
Ly, and o£ advancing through the degrees of aggra- 
vated deformity to its dissolution. 

We inconsiderately bewail a great man,, id^hom death 
has ta)seQ QfT, as we say, in the bloom of hia glQJpy ; 
aad yet confess it would have been.happi^4o;?,PriaTn> 
•Hannibal, Fompeyy and the duke, of iVI^Jbqrpi,)^ if 
&te had put an earlier period to the^r liy^., , , ^ , , 

Instead of quoting a multitude of .Latlajverses^ I 
refer you to that part oj the teijth satire of Juvei)al» 
which treats of longevity : but I mustdesiire particu- 
kirly to remind you of the following passage » 

Proviba Pompeio dederat Campania febres " 
Optandas ..~ 

It is to a mature reflection oa the sense of this pas- 
sage that. I owe the greatest thought which ever en- 
tered the brain of a projector : and I doubt not, if I 
could once establish the office in que^tioq, of being 
able t9 strike out from this hint ^ certain method of 
practice' that would be as beneficial to mankand, as it 
would be new and extraordinary* 
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, It has been the usual custom when old generals 
h^y^ worn out their bodies by the toils of many glo- 
ri^pjU^ ,canipaig^S5 beauties their complexions by the 
fatigues of exhibiting their persons, or patinots their 
tfonstitutjons by the heat of tbe house, to send them 
to ^oine purer air abroad, or to Kensington gravel- 
pijts at home : but as there is nothing so justly to be 
dreaded as the chance of surviying good &me, I am 
for pending all such persons in the zenith of their glo- 
ry to the fens in Essex. 

As it is with man himself, so likewise shall we find 
it with every thing that proceeds from him. His 
plans arQ great, just and noble ; worthy tl^e divine 
image he bears. His progression and execution, to 
a jcer^n point, answerable to his designs ; but be- 
Y0ad it, ,all is. weakness, deformity and disgrac e^^ TT o 
be,assjured qf tjiispoint, it is as necessary to consult 
another ^s the sick man his physician to know th^ ' 
crfeisk o£ his distemper : but whom to apply to, is the 
important question. A friend is of sdl men living th^ 
most uii^t, because good counsel and sincere advice 
are k^Piyn ,tp produce an immediate dissolution of aU 
social c(^nnexiops. The necessity of a new oflice 
is therefore, evident; which office I propose shall be 
)|ere9|fter ^xe<?uted by commission, but first (by way 
of trial) by a sir^gle person, invested with proper pow- 
ers, andi universally acknowledged by the style and ti- 
tle of ' sworn extinguisher.' To explain the functions 
of this person, I shall relate to you the accident which 
fiimished the first hint for what I am now offering tp 
your peiTu^il. 

. Whenever I have been so happy as to be master 
of a canj^le, X have observed that though it has burned 
with great brightnejss to a certain point, yet the mo- 
|[ient that the flame has reached that point, it has be- 
co9]^ le^St and. less bright^ rising and falling with great 
inequalities, ui^til at last it has e^^ired in a most into- 
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lerable stiok* In otber ^miHcs, where poverty is not 
the directress, the candle lives and dies-vrxtlKJttt^kav- 
ihgr alif in Odbiit behind it; and this bJrthtt'W^flU 
timed applic^tidn of k rfxaclime caBcd ait ^eittttti; 
guisher. '' ; ^ "^" ■■-'■' ■ '"-• '--■^' '^ 

, It i^thfe tise 6f lKs macihine that I am desirBtis'tMP 
extendiiig i and Tvfi.at cbnfirmed trie in the j:lrtiife€i 
was tny happening one Snnday to drop into a chtirchtt 
whe^e the top of the pulpit was a deep conciVd,' iw 
very tiiilike the implement above-mentioned* The 
^ermonj.which had begun and proceeded in a i^egtilair 
nniform tenor, grew towards the latter end ekttemtely 
different; nbw lofty, now low, now flashy, now darM 
.....In' short, the preacher and his canopy brtnrght aid 

strpWly to itiy i?iind the expiring candle and it* eii 
tinguisher, that I longed to hare the power of pro* 
perly applying the one to the other; atifd from' that 
moment conceived a project of suspending hoBo% 
cones bf tirtj brass or Wood, over the heads of all pob» 
Tie spe'dkers^ With lines andpuilre^tlo towdftheittofc^ 
casionally.' ' ^.v.-.; . .. ....,r^ .-.n 

,, I carried this project to a'c6rtah^gt^t thah,'ijrt^ 
Va^ pleased to reject it; teiling'me of fieVeM^ferVi€e« 
t^ich ftiifeht answer the purpose bettd*;^tkd rni«in^- 
ing, airnong many other practices, thstt' of tfte'Hldbl* 
Hood society, where the president perfbHns^thS 60- 
fice of m extinguisher by a ^ingje"' «^ir6kt bf tt'Iiam»- 
niet. '' In- sho^t, the argument^ of this great ihan pt^ 
vailed with me to lay aside my Bust sch^i^vbut ftw*- 
nished iriei iat the same timei with hftnti fbr a ihorfc 
"txtensive one. 

At tlie playhouse the curtain is not o«!y"aI^y» 
ready, but capable df exthigtiishing at once ail the 
^persons' of 'the dr^ma. How many "new tragedies 
might'b^ saved for the future, if th^ciirtjkin %a« to 
dh)p by' authority as soon as the herb wasf-dead'l or 
liow happily nmght the lahgnidjpalc'and putrid f 
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of a whole fifQi act be extn^uished bf the establish- 
ment of such an office. 

In applying it to epic poetiy, I couk! not but felici- 
tate the author of the Iliad. The extinguisher of the 

jEneid deserves the highest encomiums Happy 

Virgin but O wretched Milton! more unhappy in 
the blindness of thy commentators, than in thy own 1 
who> to thy eternal disgrace, would preserve thy two 
concluding lines, with the same superstition with 
which the Gebers venerate the snuff of a candle, and 
cry out sacrilege if you offer to extinguish it ! 

I perceive I shall want room to explain my method 
of extinguishing talkers in private companies ; but 
that I may not appear to you like those quacks who 
If' boast of more than they can perform, let me con- 

vince you that the attempt is not impracticable, by 
reminding you of Apelles, who standing behind one 
of his pictures, listened with great patience while a 
shoemaker -was comxnending the foot; but the mo- 
ment tlje mechanic was passing on to the leg, step- 
ped from his hiding-place, and extinguished him at 

once with the fisimeus proverb in use at this day 

" The shoeipaker mus% not go beyond his last." 

But wjiuenever this office is put into commission, I 
propose, for this last-mentioned branch, to take in a 
proper number of ladies ; I mean such as dress in the 
height of the mode ; who being equipped with hoops 
in the utmost extent of the fashion, are always pro- 
vided with an extmgHisher ready for immediate use. 
By the application of this machine to the above^nen- 
tioned purpose, 1 shall have the farther satisfaction 
of vindicating the ladies from the unjust imputation 
of bearing about them any thing useless. And as the 
Chinese knew gunpowder, the ancients the load-stone, 
and the modems electricity, many years before they 
Avere applied to the benefit of manlund, it will not ap- 
pear strange if a noble use be at length found for the 
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hoop^ :9vluichf.h%iH ^:be. waate^ tiH ixyw afforded mere 
matter of speculatioiu / 

. ,1 >,JnnWftxliiif;uirii,my8elfi 

. ; . . ABd»4iii, sir^ ;; 

r, :• .' YoupiMOst humble seWant, ' . 

'■■ ?: ':::"':.: ■ ■ ' ■ ' ' '^i^*' '' 

p. S« If.tti^ abotfre project meets wiUi yom* appro-"^ 
bation>' I sj^ajl, venture to communicate another of a/ 
nature not very. Unlike the foregoing, and in which' 
the publicis.^t, least equally interested. ' . 

. Galenical medicines, from the quantity with whicli ] 
thp pa^i^nt wa9. to be drenched, have excited of late 
ye^^ 50 univctrfial a loathings that the faculty must ' 
hs^Yfe Ipsit a^l X)K^r practice, if they had not hit^upoti^ 
tHe..ii]{^]tJlp^4 <>C 0$tiitnu:t^ the Vhole' force/ athd's^rl^*, 
of tl^(^^',pr)&^{%ition9 into one chemical- €rdp Or piW-*^^ 
|^r.o9>iit%' h^^^ ^ iw^oujd ipropweto et^ct a n^W' 
chaQ^bei;9 .)f i^ pi9w«rs it» abridge all art^ fetiidf iscience^j^^ 
history) /p9^)^j9 0i*atory^ essays^ &c. ihto the fe'ub-'^ 
stance of a .jpia^imy apothegm, spfirif ^f hlstbry, br [ 
epigram^ . Aild as a proof of the pmctkttbilitj^'of lJ>fs 
projectt I will make yourself the jud^ei '^Yitth^t fcJdr ^ 
last jpaper on hqarers may not be fully ^bth^ri^ed'iiV *^ 
the foljbowii^S four lines. : . ^ f ' "" ^ ' '■] 

Our sires teit a fppl, ^ poor hdeeling ft^ dtkt&[ ' '^' 
To eDliven dull pride with iiia jesjU^g and pmidi' ■ ' ' ' 
' ' But fashion capriciously changing its rule, . i . ' 

. HoW Hij knrd is the wit, and his hearer the fooL 
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Mo. LVI. THURSDAY, JANUARY 24. 

PoR€cto jugnk) hiBtorias, capdvus ut, audit. 

HOK. 

To Mr. Fitz-^dam. 

Caer Caradock, Jan. 16, 1754, 
SIR, 

YOUR paper upon hearers gave me that {Mea- 
sure which a series of truths must always afford, to 
him who can witness for every one of them. 

I was bom and brought up in the principality of 
Wales, which from time immemorial must have been 
productive of the nwjst thoroughbred, seasoned and 
stanch hearers, since every gentleman of that coun- 
try holds and asserts his right to be a talker by pri- 
vilege of birth. I would not have you conclude from 
what I have said above, that I am not as good a gen- 
tleman as the best (I mean of as g^ood a family) 
though poverty and ill-fortune have doomed me to be 
for ever a hearer. 

I was left an orphan in my earliest years ; but 1 
am nbt going to trouble you with the many misfor- 
tunes which attended me to the age of forty; at 
which time I was a schoolmaster, without boys to 
teach, or bread to eat. At this period of my life I 
was advised by the parson of our parish to go and 
enter myself in some large and wealthy family to be 
an uncle ; which is a known and conmion term in 
Wales, of like signification with hearer in England; 
the duties and requisite qualifications being nearly the 
same, as will appear from the following short instruc- 
tions given me by my adviser; viz. Never to open my 
lips, except for the well-timed utterance of indeed !.... 
surprising I. . ..prodigious !. . . .most amazing 1 But these 
only to be used at the proper intervals of the talker's 
fetching his breath, coughing, or at other pauses ; and 
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the length of the adimration to be always adapted 
tO) and par^ularly never to exceed, the aforesaid in* 
tervals. 

But in order to explain the method he took to qua- 
lify me still farther, and to inure me to patience, I 
must give you a short history of this worthy parson. 
He was truly, what he was called, a good sort of a 
man; if charity, friendship, and good-humour can eh- 
title a man to that character, I must not conceal the 
meanness of his education, in which he discovered, 
however, as great a genius as could possibly arise out 
of a stable and a kennel. He was a thorough sports- 
man, and so good a shot, that the late squire took a 
fancy to him, made him his constant companion, and 
gave him the living. But that he might not be lost 
in study and sermon-making, he contrived to marry 
him to the daughter of the late incumbent, who had 
been taught by her father latin iand metaphysics, and 
exercised from twelve years old to forty in making 
themes and sermons. As she was by nature meagre 
and deformed, by constitution fretful and complain*- 
ing, by education conceited and disputatious, by sti^y 
pale and bleared-eyed, and by habit talkative and 
loud, the friendship of the good parson suggested her 
as the fittest person in the world to exercise my pk- 
tience for a few months, and inure me to the disci- 
pline of my future function. In this station I made 
a vast progress in a little time ; for I not only heard 
above a thousand sermons, but the strict observance 
of my vow of attention having made me a favourite, 
I was complained to whenever any thing went amiss 
in the family, and often scolded at for the husband, 
whose ofhce grew into a sinecure ; insomuch, that if 
1 had not known the sificerity and uprightness of his 
heart, I should have suspected him of bringing mc 
into his house to supply for him all those duties which 
he wanted to be eased of. But he had no such iii- 

VOL. II. c 
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terested views ; for as soon as he found his iie^ mate 
had transfused into roe a necesaaiy portion of patience 
and long-suffering, he recommended me to my for- 
tune, giving me, generous man! a coat and wig, 
which fiirmerly himself, smd before him the squire, 
had worn for many years upon extraordinaiy days. 
Having thus equipped me, he resumes d^ duties of 
his family, wb^re he officiates to this day with true 
christian resignation* , 

My first reception was at the house of a gentle- 
man, who in the early part of his life had followed the 
study of botany. Nature and truth aix so pleasing to 
the mind of man, that they never satiate« Alas 1 he 
happened one day to taste, by mistake^ a root that 
iiad been sent him fr6m the Indies : it was a most 
subtle poison, to which his experience in British sim- 
ples knew no antidote* Immediately upon his death, 
a neighbouring gentleman who had his eye upon me 
some tinne, sent me an invitation. His discourse was 
upon husbandry ; and as he never deceived me in any 
thing but where he deceived himself, I heard hint 
also with pleasure* 

These were therefqre my halcyon days, on whicb 
I always reflect with regret and tears* How differ- 
ent were the succeeding ones, in which I have listen- 
ed to the tales of old maids runiung over an endless 
list of k)ver8 they never had; of old beaux wlio boast- 
ed of favours from ladies they never saw ; of senators 
who narrated the eloquence t^y never spoke I giving 
me such a disgust and nausea to lies, that at length 
my ears, which were at that time much too quick for 
my c^ce, grew unable to bea/rthem* Jiut prudentlf 
considering that I nuist either hear or starve, I in- 
vented the following expedi^ for qualifying a Ke. 
While I assented by some gesticuhstion or motion o^ 
the head, eyes, or muscles, of the. Dace, I resolved to 
have in reserve some inward expression of dissent. 
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Of these I had varieus ; but for the sake ci brevity, I 
shall onlf troi:^^ you with oiie. 

A younger brother, who had served abroad an his 
life, as h% would frequently tell us, and who came 
unexpectedly to the estate and castle where he found 
me with a good character, took so kindly to nve that 
he seemed to desire no otl^r companion ; and as a 
proof of it never sent to invite or add to our company 
any one of the numerous friends he so often talked of, 
of great rank, bravery, and honour, who would have 
gone to the end of the world to have served him. I 
could have loved him too, but for one fault. He woukl 
Ue without measure or disguise. His usual exagge- 
ration was....«/w;? more* As thus, ** At the siege of 
" Mooticelli," (a town in Italy, as he told us) " I re- 
*< ceived in several parts of my body three and twenty 
« shot, and more. At the battle of Caratha" (in Tur- 
key) ^I rode to des^ eighteen horses, arid more. 
" With Lodamio the Bavarian general, I drank hand 
^ to fist, six dozen of hock, amf more/* Upon all such 
occasions I inwardly anticipated Mm, by substituting 
in the |^ace of his last two words, the two following 
^••©r iessm ' But it so happened one unfortunate even- 
ingf as he was in the midst of the sharpest engage* 
Hient ever heard of, in which with his single broad- 
sword he bad killed five hundred, and morcj that I 
kept my time more precisely than silence : for unhap- 
pily the qualifying or /?««, which shotiki have been ta- 
citly swallowed for the quieting my own spirit, was sd 
audibly articulated to the inflamkig of his, that the 
Huxment he heard subjoined to his five hundred....or 
/«M, the fury of his resentment descended on my ear 
-with a violent blow of his fist. By this slip of my 
tongue I lost my post in that &mily, and the hearing 
oi my left ear. 

The consequences of this accident gave me great 
apprehensions for a considerable time : for the slight^ 
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est cold affecting the other ear, I was frequently ve- 
buked for misplacing my marks of approbation* But 
I soon discovered that it was no real misfortune ; for 
experience convinced me, that absolute silence was 
of greater estimation than the best-timed syllable of 
interruption* It is to this experience that I shall re- 
fer yoUf after having recounted the last memorable 
adventure of my unfortunate history. 

The last family that received me was so numerous 
in relations and visitors, that I found I should be very 
little regai'ded when I had worn off the character^ of 
stranger; though as such, I was as earnestly applied 
to as any high court of appeals* For ajs the force of 
liquor co-operated with the force of blood, they one 
and all addressed themselves to me to settle the an- 
tiquity of their families; vociferating at one and the 
same time above a score of genealogies* This was 
a harder service th^ any I had ever been used to; 
and the whole weight of the clamour foiling on my 
only surviving ear, unhappily over-powered it, and I 
became from that instant totally dea£l 

Had this accident happened a few years sooner, it 
would have driven me to despair; but my experience, 
assuring me that I am now much better qualified than 
ever, gives me an expectation of making my fortime: 
I therefore apply to you to recommend me for a 
Hearer in a country where there is better encourage- 
ment, and where I doubt not of giving satisfaction* 

I shall not trouble you with enumerating the ad- 
vantages attending a deaf Hearer: it will be enough 
for me to say, that as such, I am no longer subject 
to the danger of an irresistible smile : nor will my 
squeamish dislike to lies bring me i^ain into disgrace* 
I shall now be exempt from the many misfortunes 
which my ungovernable ears have formerly led me 
into. What reproving locks have I had for turning 
my eyes when I have heard a bird fly against the 
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window, or the dog and cat quarrelHng in a comer of 
the room I How have I been reprimanded, when de- 
tected in dividing my attention between the stories of 
mf^ patron, and ^e brawls of his &mily I ^ What had 
I to do with the quarrels of his famity I" I own the 
i*eproof was jast ; but I appeal to you, whether any 
man wKo has his ears, can restrain them when a 
qimrrel is to be heard, from making it the chief ob- 
ject of hb attention? 

To conchide. If you observe a talker in a large 
coix^Mlny, you never see him examining the state of 
a man's ear: his whole observation is upon the eye ; 
and if he meet with the wandering or the vacant eye, 
he turns away, ai>d instantly addresses himself to 
another* My eyes were always good ; but as it is 
notorious that the privation of some parts add strength 
and perfection to others^ I may boast that, since the 
loss of my cars^ I found my eyes (which are confess* 
edly the principal organs of attention) so strong, 
quick, and vigibmt, that I can without vanity offer 
myself for as good a Hearer as any in England. 

Yours, 8cc. 
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No. LVII. THURSDAY, JANUARY 31. 

OF all the passions of the humaB mind, there is 
not one that we allow so much indulgence to as con- 
tempt. But to determine who are the proper objects 
of that passion, may possibly require a greater de« 
gree of sagacity and penetration than moat men are 
masters of. Whoever conforms to the opinion of the 
world, will often be deceived; and whoever ccmtra- 
diets the opinion of the worid, which I am now about 
to do, will as often be despised. But it is the duty of 
a public wiiter to oppose popular errors ; a duty which 
I imposed upon myself at the commencement of this 
work, and which I shall be ready to perform, as often 
«s I see occasion. 

It is not my present intention to treat of indivi- 
duals, and the contempt they are apt to entertain for 
one another: my design is an extensive one; it is to 
rescue no less than three large bodies of men from 
the undeserved contempt of almost all the good peo- 
ple of England, and to recommend them to the said 
good people for their pity and compassbn. The three 
large bodies I am speakhig of, and which, collectively 
considered, make up at least a fourth part of his ma- 
jesty's subjects, are parsons, authors, and cuckcdds* 
I shall consider each of these classes in the order in 
which it stands, beginning with the parson, as the 
inost respectable 6f the three. 

And though there is no denying that this profes- 
sion took its rise from so exploded a thing as religion, 
the belief of which I do not intend to inculcate, hav- 
ing conceived an opinion that these my lucubrations 
have admission into families too polite for such con- 
cernments; yet I have hopes of shewing to the satis- 
faction of my readers, that a parson is not absolutely 
so contemptible a character as is generally imagined. 
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I know it has been urged in lus fiEtyoUr, that though/ 
unfcHrtonately brought up to the trade oi reHgion, he 
entertains higher notions in private^ and neither be- 
tieves nor practices what by his functicm he is obliged 
to teach. But allowing this defence to be a partial 
one* and that a parson is really and to all intents and 
purposes a believer, I do not admit, even in this case, 
that he deserves all the contempt that people are in- 
clined to throw upon him ; especiaHy if the extreme 
narrowness of his education be duly enquired into. 

While the sons of great persons are indulged by 
tutors and their mother's maids at home, the intend- 
ed parson is confined closely to school ; from whence 
he has the misfortune to be sent directly to cdlegOf 
where he continues, perhaps, half a score years, 
drudging at his courses, and where, for want of money » 
he may exclaim with Milton, that 

.Ever during dark 

Surroundahiin: from th» cheerful ways of men, 
Cut off; and for the Book of Knowledge fsur* 
Presented with an univenal blank. 

Wluch is as much as to say, that he is totally in the 
dark as to what is doing abroad, and that while other 
men are going on in the cheerfiil ways of wenching, 
drinking and gaming, and improving their minds by 
Mr. Hoyle's Book of Knowledge, the whole world- 
is a blank to the poor parson, who in all probability 
graws oM in a country cure, and owes to the squire 
of the parish all his knowledge of mankind. That 
such a parson, even though he should believe every 
article of Christianity, and ^ould practise up to his 
belief, is not in every respect an object of contempt, 
is really my opinion. For though the demonstrations 
of a Tindal, a Tolaiid, and a Woolaston may have, 
reached him at his cure, yet they do not always ap- 
pear to be demonstrations, but to those who read them 
in town; and e^en there, a man must have kept good- 
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Gooopttiyt txid entered Oonra^Uf nto the €ukion^ 
aiile amusements (which fev panona are abk» tm 
d&) befiore he can be certaiii that thef ape demon* 
dIratioDS* 

The Ai^cr amies next to be cossidered. And 
here it imports aoe to be eztreneiy eamtieiis ; leaty 
bemg myaeif an Aadior, i betray a partiality ia fii* 
VQUT of iik& fraternity. But wfaate^ner mankind have 
aip^eed to think of an Aukhor^lie is not abselulely and 
at all times an object <^ contempC On the contrary,^ 
if it may be prored (which I belies no man fiymg 
win deny) that at ^e time ci his commencing^ Author, 
his choice woidd ha?e led hkn to tmm his hfuid to bo- 
8«ss» but that he had neither money to buy, nor ere* 
^to procure, a stool, brashes andblack-bafi; I hope 
he may be admitted among the (Ejects of compassion* 
A question indeed may occur, that if ever he has been 
so fortimate as to have saved three shillings by his 
writings, why he has not then set about buying the 
above-mentioned implements of trade ? But, suppos- 
ing him to have acquired so much wealth, the pro- 
wb of, ^ Once a whore, and nhvays a whore,^ ia leas' 
significant than» ^ Onfce aA Autbor, and always an 
^< Author;" insomuch that a man convicted of being 
a wit is disqualified for bnsincss during Mt ; no city 
apprentice will trust him widi his shoei, nor wiH the 
poor beau set a foot upon ins stoi^ fmm an ofanion 
that for want of skill in his calling, his UaciLing must 
be bad, or for want of attention, be applied to tiie 
stM^dng instead of the shoe. That almost evevy 
Author wotM chuse to set i^s in tlim business, H he 
had wherewithal to begin with, most dtppcor very 
plainly to idl candid observers, from the natarat pro* 
penaity which he discovers towards blackening. 

Far be it from me, or veoty of my brother Anthora, 
t» intend lowering die dignity of the gentlemen trady 
ing in bteckr^Mi^, by naaiang: tisemr with omsehres ; 
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we are extremely sensible of the great distance there 
is between us ; and it is with envy that we look up 
to the occupation of shoe-cleaning, while we lament 
the severity of our fortune, in being sentenced to the. 
drudgery of a less respectable employment. But 
while we are unhappily excluded from the stool and 
brush, it is surely a very hard case that the contempt 
of the world should pursue us, only because we are 
unfortunate* 

I proceed lastly to the Cuckold : and I hope that it 
will not be a more difficult task to rescue this gentle- 
man from contempt, than either the Parson or the 
Author. In former times indeed, when a lady happen- 
ed now and then to prefer a particular friend to. her 
husband, it was usual to hold the said husband in 
some little disesteem ; for as women were allowed to 
be the best judges of men, and as in the case before 
us, the wife only preferred one man to another, peo- 
ple were inclined to think that she had some private 
reason for so doing. But in these days of freedom, 
when a lady, instead of one friend, is civil to one-and- 
twenty, I am humbly of opinion that her Cuckold is 
no more the object of contempt for such a preference, 
than if he had been robbed by as many highwaymen 
upon Hounsk>w-heath. Two to one, says the proverby 
are odds at foot-ball ; and every one in the present 
case ought to make proportionable allowance for 
much greater odds« 

But to do honour to Cuckolds, I will be bold to say 
that they ougjht oftener to excite envy than contempt. 
How common is it for a man to owe his fortune to 
the frailty of his wife I Or though she should reap no 
pecuniary advantage from her incontinency, how apt 
are the caresses of a score or two of lovers to sweet- 
en her temper towards her husband ! A lady is some- 
times apt to pay so great a regard to her chastity, as 
to overlook the virtues of meekness and forbearance i 
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Tob ber of Ikat one yitinty and yoa restore her to aS 
the refit, as weU as her husband to his quiet. 

But i^aying erer^r thhig I hare saftd, there styi Yt- 
mains a reason lor holding Cuchelds ii> esteem ; aaid 
tlus is the regard and veneratioii which we owe to 
great roen*^ If ow* betters are act ashamed of being 
Cuckold^ it does not become ^lehr inferiors to treat 
tliem widi disrespect* 

I shall close this paper with observing vpon the 
three characters which I have here endeavoured to 
befriendt that while we are obliged to the Parson lor 
a iMitt, ttut Author for abuse, a^ to the Cuckold lor 
his wifet i^ ift the highest degree of ingratitude to hM 
zxsf one of ^em in conlempt* 



No* LVIII. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY r. 
7b Mr. FHt^iicm. 

I HARDLY know a more iH^brtunate eireuiii- 
stance which can hi^pen to a young man, than ^at 
c^ being too handsome : it is a thousand to one that 
in &e course of his education he. loses the very dig- 
nity of his sex and nature. During his infancy his 
father himself witt be too vpX to be pleased with the 
deMeacy of his features ; his mother wUl be in n^ 
tnres iii4th them; and every sMy woman who viMts 
in the family wilt continuaBy lament tiiat master was 
not a girV ^ foi* what a fine creature would he have 
^''made!" If he goes to school) he will be perpetuafiy 
teiaed by the nkk^name of Miss MoQy ; i^ If he 
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has Bot great rcaolatkm* be obliged ko become the 
most imscfatevouft imp of the whole ^titernityi mere* 
ly to avoid the harder imputations of fear and efiesair 
nacy. When he mixes amount men, the iiziperfec-* 
tion of his education win still stick close to him ; the 
bar itself will hardly cure him of sheepishness, or the 
cockade defend him from the appearance of cow- 
ardice. His very excellencies (if he has them) will 
seem virtues out of nature ; they wSl be the wisdom 
of a Cornelia, or the heroism of a Sophonisba. Nay^ 
were we to see klxa mount a breach, I am airaid that 
instead of those noble eulogies and exclamations 
which should praperly attend a hero in such ckcum^ 
stances, we should only cry out with Mrs. Clehmont 
in the play, " O the braire pretty ci«ature !" 

Such are the calamites, JMr. Fitz-Adam, which al- 
most necessarily attend on mate beauty ; and so per- 
nicious sometimes are its consequences, that I have 
more Uxaa once been tempted to wish some method 
could be found out which might extirpate it entirely. 
What statesmen, what generals, what prelates may 
we have lost, merely by 'the misfortune of a fine com- 
plexion I tt is with inSnite concern that I frequently 
look round me in public assemblies, and see such 
numbers of well-dressed youths, who nught really have 
been of use to themselves, and to mankind, had their 
parents taken the Indian method of marking their 
faces to distkigcdsh their quality. As it is, their un- 
lucky persons have led them astray into pertness and 
a^ectation, under a notion of polkeness; and what 
ought to have been sense and judgment, is at best 
but a genteel taste in trifies. Thoughtless man! 
(have I sometimes said to myself, when tlie melan- 
choly mood was on) how blind is he to futurity 1 lit- 
tle do these flutterers think, while their summers are 
dancing away in dangling to Ranelagh with lady Biddy 
and lady Fanny, that the cold uncomfortable wiutcrs 
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of their life must at last terminate in prattling scandal^ 
and playing at quadrille with lady Bridget, and lady 
Frances! 

«.Their way of life 

Is fallen into the sear, the yellow lesif : 
And that which should accompany old age 
As honour, love, obecUence, troops of friends. 
They must not look to have. 

Surely Mr. Fitz-Adam, the preventing such nus- 
fortunes might very well become your care, if not 
that of the legislature. Every body knows that there 
was a time, even in a< Roman army, when ^< aim at 
^ their faces" was as dreadful a sound, and attended 
with as &tal consequences, as ^ keeping your fire" 
was on a late glorious occasion. Now, though I 
would by no means insinuate that a beau must be a 
coward : nay, though the world has furnished us with 
many examples of very finical men who were very 
great heroes ; yet as it might perhaps be better, even 
in time of peace, that men should not attend so entire- 
ly to tlieir persons, I would endeavour to strike at 
the root of the evU. It is, I believe, admitted as a 
tmth In inoculation, that the part where the incision 
is made, is usually the fullest of any part of the body. 
I would propose therefore, with regard to our male 
children, that we should follow the original Circassian 
manner, and, ^^ aim at their faces." A general prac- 
tice of this kind might be extremely usefiil to the 
state : the literary world would I am sure be the bet- 
ter for it ; for what mother could be averse to having 
her sons taught to read, when perhaps the eye-lashes 
were gone, and the eyes themselves no longer worth 
preserving I Considerations of this soil will I hope in- 
duce some projector by profession to undertake the 
affair, and draw ^ip, what may. properly enough be 
styled, « a scheme for raising men for the service of 
" the public." 
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I must however do justice to the fair youths of the 
present age, by confessing that many of them seem 
conscious of their imperfections ; and, as far as their 
own judgments can direct them, take pains to aj^ar 
manly* But alas ! the methods they pursue, like most 
mistiJcen ai^>iications, rather aggravate the calamity. 
Their dnnku^ and raking oxUy makes them look Uke 
old maids. Their swearing is almost as shocking as 
it would be in the other sex. Their chewing tobacco 
not pnly offends, but makes us apprehensive at the 
same time that the poor things will be sick. When 
they talk to common women as they pass them in 
the Mall^they seetn as much out of character as Mrs. 
Woffington in Sir Hany Wildair, makhig love to 
Angefica. In short, every part of tkeir conduct, 
though perhaps well intended, is extremely unnatural. 
Whereas if they would only spend half the pains in 
acquiring a little knowledge, and practising a Httle 
decency, we might perhaps be brought to endure 
them; at least, we i^ould be less Shocked with their 
beauty. 

When I look back on what I have written, I am a 
little afraid that my zeal for the public may have hur- 
ried me too feu*; for as we are taught to pity natural 
defects, we ought to be tender of Jbluming the errors 
they occasion. But what shall we say, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
to another set of animals, whom nature certainly de- 
signed for men, and made^ as Mr. Pope says, ^^ their 
«^ souls bullet,. and their bodies buff?" When these 
louts of six feet high, with the shoulders of porters, 
and the legs of chairmen, affect, ^< to lisp, and to am- 
" ble, and to nick-name God's creatures," surely we 
may laugh at such incorrigible ideots. The fair youths 
of a less gentle deportment aim at least at what they 
imagine to be manly: but these dairy-maids in 
breeches leave their sex behind them at their first 

VOL. II. D 
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■ setting out, and give up the only quaHties which they 
could possibly be admired for. 

Any ooe who is cooversant in the world must have 
se^ numbers of this latter sort ; some of them trip- 
ping, others lolloping in their gait (if I may be allow- 
.ed such expressions) and ;nany of them so very af- 
fected) that they cannot even see with their eyes, but 
at most jnnker through the lashes of them, when they 
would languish in public at ^ocne n^stre^s of theirs 
and the whole town's affections. Their voices too 
have a peculiar softness^ and are scarce ever rsdsed, 
unless it be at the play-house to make an appointment 
for the King's ai*ms, or to dispatch an orange weju^h 
on a message to a balcony* 

In short, ^r. Fitz-Adam, what with natural and 
.acquired effeminacy, the present age seems an age 
. of affectation. ^' The whole head is weak, and the whole 
heart sick." And yet, (that I may not leave your read- 
ers with disagreeable ideas in their minds) notwith- 
stanciing tl^se alarming appearances, the eye of a 
philosophpr can still trace out something to counter- 
. balance. this amazing degeneracy. However despe- 
rate ]the.vjilgarmay think our situation, we, who see 
the fe^vQr of tl^e torrid zone sweetly compensated by 
copious dews and. everlasting breezes, and the whok 
system of nature admijably adjusted; we, I aay, see 
likewise that thi^ human defect is not left without its 
remedy-. However delicate our men are become, we 
may still hope that the rising generation will not be 
totally enei'vated. The assured look* the exalted ypice, 
and theatrical step of oui^ modern females, pretty suf- 
ficiently convince us that there is something manly 
still left amongst us« So that we may reasonably con- 
clude, though the male and female accomplishments 
may be strangely scattered and disposed of between 
the sexes, yet they will somehow or other be jumbled 
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« 

together in that complicated animal) a man arid his 
wife, I am, Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

S. H. 



No. LIX. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14. 

To Mr. Firz-Adam, 

SIR, 

I AM a constant reader of your papers, and 
congratulate you upon the men of wit you have for 
your correspondents. I do not pretend to add to the 
number, and shall only attempt to furnish you with 
aTeW hints, which considered and formed intd'ord^r 
by a writer of your ability, may possibly be produc- 
tive of entertainment (at least) to the public. 

Your letters upon the modern taste in gardeniftg. 
are', in my judgment, excellent in their kind ; and so 
indeed are^those upon architecture, as fat as they ^o: 
but methinks you have not carried your observatidris 
quite far enough ; nor have you any where remarked 
the injustice and* ingratitude with which X\\6%t wor- 
thy patriots are treated, who ruin theii* estates, or lay 
out the fortunes of their younger children on their 
seats and villas, to the great embellishment of this 
kingdom) which, (if it is not already one great and 
complete garden) contains at least more sumptuous 
counti^y houses, parks, gardens, temples, and build- 
ings, than all the rest of Europe. If you are in dan- 
ger of losing yourself on the vast and dreary wastes 
of some comfortless heath, and are directed on your 
course by a friendly beacon of prodigious height, vou 
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are tbU that this' is such a gentleman's Miy. The 
nranificence of a ifian of taste rsises at an immode- 
nste ezpence a Gc^umn or turret rn his garden; for no 
other purpose than the generous one of giving dtlBght 
and wonder to travellers ; and the nngrateftil piiAiHc 
caD it his Folly* Nay^ were her late Majesty queen 
Anne, of ]»ous memory, to reign again, and fifty new 
churches to be really built, I doubt if in this dissohite 
4ige, this also might not be called her Majesty's FoOy. 

But notwithstanding these discouragements, I am 
daily entertained with new beauties ; and it is with 
great impatience that I wait the completion of a Chi- 
nese temple, now rising on Ae top of a very elegant- 
villa upon the road-Bide near Brumpton* I have of- 
t«n too, with great satis&ctioh, beheld a structure of 
this kind, on the top of a very handsome green^housej 
now in the possession of a noble foreigner at Tuni- 
ham-green ; which, as I am informed, is a matter of 
great curiosity to his countrymen who frequent it ; 
nothing of this sort being to be met with in fiie en- 
virons of Pans, or indeed of Pekin itsetf, or in any 
country but this. A most majestic peacock, as big 
aa the li^', on the s^Andle of a weather-cock, adds iJso 
to its mtrit; which with all the beauty oi the bird it- 
self, has not its disagreeable vociferous quafity ; and 
though it does not foretel by its ncnse a change in the 
weather, it informs you with more certainty of the va- 
riation of the wind. 

I am somewhat of an invalid, and being sensiUe 
how much exercise conduces to health, I seldom fail,- 
when the weather does not allow me the use of my 
physician, a trotting horse, to take a flurry (as it is 
elegantly called) in a hackney-coach ; which aflbrds . 
exercise to the imagination as well as the body, and 
creates thinking (if I may be idlowed the expression) 
ss much as it does an appetite. The air of business 
4n the crowds that are constantly passing ; the variety 



d by Google 



%t< the «qii^ge$y and the new and extraordtaaiy 
sightft) that ^till present themselves in this great i«e- 
tropoliS) the centre- of trade^ industry and invention^ 
fiH my mmd with ideas, which if they do not {^iwftys 
iti^tnict) at least amuse me. - ; 

I take great pleasure in guessing at the ranks aTwJ 
professionB of men by their appearance ; and though 
I may now muI then be mistaken,, yet I believe I am- 
geneiially in the right* Once indeed I mistook a right 
revefebd divine, on the other side Temple-bar for a 
Jewt tai the- mitre on his coach convinced me of my 
error; as I also did a Jew, by the decorations on his 
chariot, for a peer of the realm. And indeed, Mr* 
Fitz-Adam, since the herald's-ofiice has suspended its 
authority, it is sm^ising what fiberties are taken with 
the arms of the first families in the kingdom; inso* 
much that a man must have a quick eye who can dis- 
tinguish between the pillars, flower-pots, and other 
inventions Qf the curious painter, and the supporters 
of the nobility. But what naost of^ peiplex me arc 
the ornaments, ' after the Chinese manner,»' over the 
arms by way of coronet: and were not these di^tmc*- 
tions confined solely to £iHx>pe, I should sQi^tiaies 
be in danger of mistaking an India director for a 
Manda^. 

It has not escaped* your notice haw much of late 
we are improved in. architecture ; not merely by the 
adoption of what we call Chinese, nor by the resU^a* 
tion of what we call Gothic ; but by a happy mipc- 
tur^ of Jjoth. • From Hyde-park to Shoreditch, scarce 
a chandler's shop or an oyster-stall but has embel- 
U^ments of this kind ; and I have heard that there 
is a design against the meeting of the new parlia- 
ment to fit up St. Stephen's chapel with Chinese 
benches and a throne, fram the model of that on 
which tlie eastern monarch distributes justice" to his 
e&tensive empires. It is .whispered also that the 
D 2 
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portico to <}ovent-garden cfaureh is to gife place t» 
one of the Gothic order. But before I leave the 
city, let me not neglect to do juttke to that excdlent 
engineer, the great pastry-^ocdi in &u Foal's dbi»ch- 
yard. My good fortune conducled me^ thither on 
twelfth-day } irhen seeing a tast coneoorse of people 
afteembled^ my ruling passion, curiosity, ai^^aged oae 
to quit my vehiele to partake in the satisfactioB so 
visible in all their countenances. But how shall I 
describe the pomp and parade of so noble an appear* 
ance ? The triumph of a lord mayor's day is nothiDg 
to it, though, if I mistake not, those brave and £auth- 
ful guardians of the wealth and safety of the city, the 
train-bands and militia, nake a most comely and 
warlike appearance: for, not to mention the flags 
ahining with silver and gold ; troops innumerable of 
gingeibread, both horse and foot, fiaer in these uni- 
forms than the French king's household ; there was 
not even the smallest mince-pye, but for kfrstr^gth 
and just proportion was equal at least to the chef- 
d'oeuvre of a Vauban or a Cohorn* But what above 
all excited my praise and admiration, was a citadel of 
an enormous magnitude, that would have appeared 
impregnable to a whole army of Dutchmen, had it 
not been for several breaches that had been made in 
it by some small pieces of copper ; but this iiKleed 
astonished me the less, having beea told that the 
towns in Flanders which cost so much blood, wkkh 
were so stubbornly disputed in the foomer war^ and 
which fell so easily into- the hands of the imniortal 
Saxe in seventeen hundred and forty-four, were 
: chiefly obtained by an ordnance of this kind, though 
somewhat heavier in its quality* 

And now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, if I was not. afiraid of 
troubling you with more observations, I should kad 
you again Into the country. But were I to expatiate 
on the heruatages s^ sylvan temples, foraged like 
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(fr^m Mrhodi Uie hint wdA takcQ) an4 fbmishc^ wiU^ 
iv^> vM&9y cobwebs^ %vA slmw^bedS), with b}1 ti^ ^^1^ 
f^imee of px9i]^tiYie tinifAidtfy cantrMting the ^i^gpin 
ficent structttrea <£ our most favourite architecl»$< I 
ie«pr my letter woiUd exceed your patience^ Iisl^sUl 
tftkerefiire defer at teaat, these most impofitaat suli^« 
jcctsy till I find how these my observatiaas/haT^.heoii 
received; and whether you do. tkem jiistieet or Q<9$f i 
fthaU coBtiaiio 

Your Gonatant admisec* 



No. LX. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY %l. 
QfoA dombu facient^aiidsiit cum ts^il^ £udb9? V^i^. . 
To Mr* FUz-yJUfim^ 

OF all tl^ ad^rantages aj»d »i{)erior exocJlencifis 
ithich this nation ha& coofes%e»dly oye)c. mioe^ o^sst 
I know of Don% to which we maj more i6»i^ lay in 
ottT clainiy than the spirit of generostey^ which is 30 
caainendy exerted amongst ust I que^ifin whi^thet 
«far great attribute of brayery deduces nuMie real h^ 
novr on us, or is more deservedly oekbra^ed. ]^ 
there is a certain limit which tnie valow* never exf 
ceeds ; and it is from this excess that a )ust distinct 
tion is made botWeen courage and rashness, magna- 
nknity and fiool hasdtness* In the sameimaimi^C} li* 
. beralky difiS&rt from pro&sion. Whac^ thia amiahlr 
i|ualiiqr o£benei$olence i».per«ected &iiin its highaiu 
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vMe uaeS) when it is af^iUed to ^% meritorious ser" 
vices, but is degraded into the indiscriminate, over- 
flowings of the purse^ tl^ appellation tliat accom- 
panies it IS by: no means a desirable part of a cho^ 
vacter. 

What led me into this turn of thinking, wu^ aa in- 
cident in one of my. morning walks* Passing by the 
house of a noble lord with my friend, he raised my 
attention by assuring me, th^t in that bouse he spent 
a great deal of money every week : and I do not doubt* 
added he, that we shall in a short time be able to raise, 
a very comfortable subsistence for the family. I was 
somewhat astonished at the easy freedom of his ex- 
pression^ and could not help expostulating with him 
upon the terms he had used* He continued bis hu- 
mour, and increased my admiration by assuring mye, 
that he dined there very -often, and found his dinners 
more expensive to him, than in any house in London. 
We pay, says he, as we do at our club at the St* Al- 
ban's, so much a head : but as we know the people 
of the house very well, and can depend i^n their 
honesty, we do not trouble ourselves at all with a bill. 
As , I wa§ yeiry well convinced his lordship kept no 
tavemj I began to imagine that my friend, who has 
nati^rsjly a great share of wit and vivacity, had a mind 
to imppse upon the .belief and ready assent that I al- 
ways pay to his conversation. While I was in this 
state of suspicion, Come, says he, my honest coun- 
try gentleman, t will explain all the mystery that 
aeems to perplex you: and as you have too good » 
sprit to be under an obligation to persons you cjEUi- 
not well make a retunn to, I will teach you how you 
may pay for your dinner when you dine with a duke« 
You must know then, that this noble lord, like others 
of hits quality, keeps a great number of servants; 
which servants, when you sit down to table, his lord- 
ship, out of great complaisance, immediately makes. 
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oter to yt)ti; arid 'they become yaarstr^rttBj finr- 
tempore. They gfet about yoti, arc very diligent, 
fetch you whatever yoti call for, and retire wiidtthe. 
t&ble-clodi. Yon See no more of ^toi till you want 
to go away. Then they are all ready again at yotnr 
comi^n^rid; and instead of that form which you ob- 
served them standings in at table, they are drawn into 
two fines, right and left, and make a lane, which ycm 
are to pass through before you can get at the door* 
Now it is your business to discharge your servants ; 
ai^ for this purpose you are to take out yourmoneyv 
and apply it first on your right hand» then on yowr 
left, then on your right, and dien on your left againy^ 
til! you find yourself in the street. And from hencdJ 
comes that common method, which all regufan peo^ 
j^ observe in money-deafings, of paying as you gov 
I- know not, coHtimtes my friend, so ridicuksus* ar pen^ 
sonage as tiie tnaster of tiie house upon these oeJca«-^ 
sfons. He attends you to the door with grest cere- 
mony f but ik so conscious of tite awkward a{4>ear«^ 
aiice he must make as a witness to the expencses ofi 
his gu6sts^ that you can observe him placing himself 
inra portion, that he would, have it supposed K^otU^- 
ceals ftom him thfe inhospitable transacttotis that are' 
going on under his roof. He wear*r the safly took of. 
an innocent man, who has unfortunately broke in 
upon the reth^ment of two lovers, and is ricady tor 
affiitn with great simplicity, that he has seen noliiing. . 
I already concurred with the observations of my^ 
fnend, -thanked him for his intelfigenccj and blessed 
myself that I was that day to dine cheaply at a tar 
vern. But during my stay in London, I have been: 
obfiged to fall in with the customs of that place ; andr 
have learned to my cost, that egression as well as ad* 
mission, must be purchased. I am at length, how* 
ever, with many more of my acquaintance, reduced 
I& a disagree^fhle necessity. dP seeing :my' ftienda ftcf 
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seldom; because I cannot afibrd (according to a 
veiy just and fashionable depression) to pay a visit 
to tiiem* 

Eifcry man irho has the mreibrtune to exceed his 
circumstances, must, iti order to recover himself, 
abstain from certain expences, which in the gross of 
faoa disbursements, have made the most fbrmidable 
artides* The economist of the city parts with bis 
country-house ; the squire disposes of his houfxls ; 
and I keep other people's servants in pay no longer* 
But haying an earnest desire of mixing with those 
frifiiids whom an early intimacy has most endeared 
to me, and preferring the social hours that are speM 
at their tables to most others of my life, I cannot at 
adl times refuse their invitations, even though I have 
nothing for their servants. And here, alas i the in- 
conveniences of an empty pocket are as strimgly cx« 
hibited, as in any case of insolvency that I know of* 
I- am a marked man. If I ask for beer, I am pre- 
sented with a piece of bread* If I am bold enough 
to caH for wine, afiber a delay which would take away 
it&r^ish were it- good, I receive a mixture of the 
whole side-board in a greasy glass. If I hold up my 
ptatCj-nobocfy'Seea me ; so that I am forced to eat mut- 
ton with fish sauce, and pickles with my apple-pye. 

I ohservct there is hardfy a custom amongst us, be 
it what it willy that. we are not as tenacious and jea- 
lous of as any national privileges* * It is from this 
consideration, that I expect rather to see an increase^ 
than an abolition of our follies ; an improvement ra- 
ther than a change. I should not, therefore, conclude 
my subject, without injustice to my friend above-men- 
tioned, if I did not reveal a new method, which, he 
says, he intends to prc^se to some of the leaders of 
fashions, and which he has no doubt, he assures me, 
oi seeing soon in practice. Let every artificer that 
has Goatr&uted to raise the house you have the ho-- 
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Bour to ^ae in, imato hia appearance when tlie ootn* 
pany is g€»ngr away* IM< the raasony the paisoter/tfae 
joiner, the glazier, the upholsterer, &c. arrange thsni- 
sehres in /the sajne; wsdev a»'the genldemen in and but 
of livery do at. such conjunctures 4 and let every ^^oest 
consider, ^that he could not have regaled hims^ that 
day within liis friend's walls, if it had not heen Mt 
the joint labours of those worthy mechanics. Smah 
a generous reflection would produce three good* ef- 
fects : liberality woul^ have a fresh and noble si4>jeet 
for its extortion ; the tradesmen (a mimerons and dift*^ 
contented xace) would be satisfied to their utmost 
wishes i nor could the payment of bills, any more 
than of wages,, with reason or propriety, be demand* 
ed of tlie ^masler. 

.1 am, Sir, ► ' 

Your humble servant^ 
O, S* 

Though, my ingenious cotrrespondent has treated 
this . subject with great Vivacity and humoufv I can- 
^t dismias hia letter wtliiout 8ayi% aiwerd^^p tw6 
ux fajvour. of servants. . . 1 .,«..- j,; 

It ifi well known that- many of them ^re engaged 
in the fiervices of younger brotiiers, wlvto^ tdtaMn- 
attentien to the payment of wages eanito^ ber ^e^e- 
died hy the bounty of those ladies of quality^ who tire 
fond of a cold chicken at the lodgings t>f thdir said 
mastet:s9 

That others have the honour to >serve ladies of &- 
^hiou, where .the card-money at their routs and drums, 
which- of ri^t bek>ngs to the servants, is appropfi>- 
ated by majiy of the said ladies to the defraying the 
expencea ofTtea^ coffee, and wax^^candles for the said 
routs and drums* 

That a very great number arc the domestics of 
persons of quality, in whose services > they have so 
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^little to 4q»' Imn the crowds tttaintaioed ia tfien, 
dnt they find themselves uader a Decessity of spead- 
. iog ft great part i£' their tkne in alehouses and oUier 
- places of resort, where, in inutation of their niasters, 
they dirert theniselves wit^ the lashienable amuse- 
ment of ganung, weiicfaiag*a«i driaking; whkh 
atnttsemeBts, as ^ey are always attended with cod- 
siderable expenoe, reqaire more than their bare vh- 
. (^ to support.' 

*That others, w^ live in the^city, and. are the ser- 
. vanto of grocers, haberdashers, pastry-eooks, oilmen, 
pewterers, brokers, taylors, and so forth, have snch 
uncertain humours to deal ^ith, and so many airs of 
> quality to submit to, that their spirits would be quite 
broken, but for the cordial of v^s : which I humbly 
api»ehend they have a better title to than any other 
of the fraternity, as the maid-servants in such places 
ha^ipetl to be as great traders as dieir masters, and 
are rarely to be dealt with but at extravagant prices. 

That a third part at least, of the whole body of Ser- 
vants in this great metrc^lis, who for certain wise 
reasons, pass with their maalers for single men, have 
wives and fhmilies to midntain in private ; and if it 
be considered -that the common advantages of such 
sen^antsi "t^ibaat the addition of vuls, are too insig- 
nificant to support the said wives and &inilies in any 
degree of elegance, it is presumed that their perqui- 
sites ought in no wise to be abridged. 

For these and many other reasons, too tedious to 
be here set down, I am nbt only for continuing the 
custom of giving money to servants, but do also pub- 
lish it as my opinion, that in all families where the 
said servants are no more in number than a dozen 
Of fiftbeen, it is mean,- pitiful, and beggarly, in any 
X^erson whatsoever, to pass from table without giving 
to all. 
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No. LXI. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28* 

THOUGH the foUowing letters are written 
upon xxK>re serious subjects, and in a graver style and 
maoKier than are common to this paper, which is pro« 
fbssedly devoted to the ridicule of vice, folly and false 
taste, yet as they are intended for public benefit, and 
may contain some useful hints and informations, I 
shall present them to my readers without farther 
preface* 

2h Mr. Fitz^dam 

SIR, 

HIS Majesty having frequently recommended 
to his parliament to consider of proper means to put 
a stap to tbe numerous robberies and murders ampng^t 
us, I shall want no apology for sending you my thoughts 
upon that subject. Many persons have been of opinion 
that severe punishments were necessary in the^ 
cases ; but constant experience prQves the contrary, 
and that the consequence is only making rogues more 
desperate, md thereby encreasing tlie danger, instead 
of providing for the security of honest men. One 
thing only I think might safely be done with respect 
to punishments, which is, that no criminal (es^cept in 
very particular circumstances) who is clearly convict- . 
ed). should escape by transportation or otherwise* The 
lenity of the government suffers this in hopes of an 
amendment; but when the mind is once corrupted to 
so great a degree, it is seldom capable of any virtuous 
sentiments; and the case of such persons is, that they 
generally return from ti-ansportation in a short time, 
itnd fJEdl immediately into the same company and prof- 
ligate course of life as before. Such kmd of pardon'^ 
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are considered by rogues no otherwise than as giving 
them hopes of perpetrating their crimes with impu- 
nity, and consequently must produce a very bad e§^i» 
I am confirmed in this opinion by monsieur Secondat, 
who in his excellent treatise upon the Spirit of Laws, 
sfiys, '* That if we enquire into the cause of aU ho- 
^^ man corruptions, we shall find that they proceed 
M from the impunity of crimes^ and not from the mo- 
^^ deration of punishments." But then I must add, 
that if the punishment for robbery is made more cer- 
tain, there ought to be a distinction (unless hanging 
in chains is thought a sufficient one) between that and 
murder, lest the robber, seeing the punishment the 
same, and equally certain, may be tempted to Idll, in 
order to his concealment* However, it is the business 
of every legislature rather to make good regulations 
for preventing crimes, than to contrive punishments 
ibr them« 

The ingenious Mr. Fielding, in a very sensible pam- 
phlet upon this subject, attributes the number of rob- 
beries in a great measure to the luxury and extrava- 
gance of the nation : but it appears to me that these 
are oR\y remoter causes ; for though luxury and ex- 
travagance reign in all our principal towns, yet the 
robberies are chiefiy in and about London; and even 
when they happen in the country, they are generally 
committed by rogues, who make excursions out of 
London to fairs, horse-races and other public meet- 
ings j which clearly and evidently points out the true 
cause of them to be the overgrown size of London, 
affording infinite receptacles to sharpers^ tliieves and 
villains of ail kinds. Our magistrates have lately ex- 
erted themselves with a very becoming spirit, in sup- 
pressing houses of gaming and debauchery ; but I am 
afraid the number of these houses is so great, that all 
their endeavours will not produce any considerable 
beneiit to tlie public. The buildings in London have 
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been encreased prodigiously within these thirty years ; 
and the ill consequences of this encrease seem not to 
have been enough considered ; but it is certain that a 
large »(ietropolis is the greatest' evil in any coiintry, 
aikd the> source and fountain of all the corruption that 
is in it. It appears from the bills of mortality that 
the burials in London vastly exceed the christening. 
This annual surplus supplied in a great measure from 
the 4^veral counties, is a continual *drain from the peo- 
ple, and an immense loss to the nation ; and I cannot 
lielp reqommending it to those gentlemen who are for 
increasing the number of our people by a general na- 
turalization bill, to provide in the mean time for the 
-«ecviiity and preservation of those we have already. 
- llie monstrous size of our capital is one great 
cause of the excessiye luxury that prevails amongst 
.us* The infinite number of people that resort hither, 
naturally rival each other in their tables, dress, equi- 
page, furniture,, and iii short, extravagancies of all 
sorts. Notwithstanding the late necessary rcfguktions, 
a contin\ial. round of amusement and entertainment 
is invented for every day in the weiek ; ' aftd b^ this 
means the mind is kept in a Constant Aurry land dis- 
sipation, and rendered unfit fot* any'sCridbs emfi^y- 
ment. Can mothers of this turn, immferfed^ in vanity 
and folly., be supposed capable of fitriy dot^8fti& con- 
cerns? Wb^t a prospect is het'e of the^inorals of the 
rising age ! And what is worse, this lb ve of pleasure 
is canned into the country, and a genera! dissoluteness 
spreads itself through the whol'e kingdom. Hence it 
is that, gentlemen even of small fortunes are impa- 
tient of the country, and crowd to the diversions of 
-London, cpntr.acting an expensive taste, and ruining 
.their. families. Nor is this love of pleasure confined 
only to genteel life ; the common people easily follow 
the example of those above them ; and as they have 
no fund to support them without laboUr, the conse- 
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quence of idleness, in them^ is immediate pove rty ; 
which necessarily throws them into shaopifig, rolibe- 
vfj and all kinds' of dishonesty^ So ^vt I biilieTe'it 
tnay truly be alBtfmed, that the luxury aad oorruptiQii 
of any natidn is just in pro|»9rtknl to its woaMl^ and 
the largeness of its* metropoHs^ 

Thuanus tells us, that iti the i%igti ef Hanpy tlK 
«ee€md> there was an edict made to protnbit any MSd- 
ings in the suburb^ of PaHs ; and in queen £liaabeik'ft 
iime a b31 passed to pi*erent the hicreaac of Ijendoii; 
but 'fike other good laws, it soon grew obaolete^^ tti 
lost its effect. 

In what taanner our "metropo^ may be redMol 
without injury to the propiietors of houses and gt^duaA- 
rent», I do not pretend to determine ; but ft seems tsJb- 
dohitely necessary that a stop should be pot U^vmf 
farther building: and if besides this, the rt&Mits 
houses in the back parts of the town, such as Hotek^ 
ley in the Hole, 8cc« which are the grand rocsptaialei 
fbr sharpers and pckpockets, and which nngibt .bt 
purchased at an easy rate, were annually to be l>o«^ 
up, the matetials sold, and the ground thrown Ints 
open fields, the toWn in a few years vrould be cotm^ 
dei^bly reduced, the health of ^e people very fpP6»tlf 
iinpix>ved, and'the number of gamesters^ thieves, lewd 
wottien^ S^* gradually dimhiished* 

I am, fcc 



i To Mr. Fitz-Ji^am* 

SIR, 

AS you profess not ohly to amuse but to in- 
struct ; and as the early grounding of youth in true 
fortitude and the love of their country are objects wor- 
thy of the most serious attention ; give me leave to 
caution parents and guardians through your channel 
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against an evil they seem insensible of, the evil of 
- sending y<)uth8 unacquainted with the'worid, even raw 
fiFom school, to French academies; where no sooner 
are they got together, than those wlio preside in the 
councils of that kingdom, ever attentive to sow the 
seeds of dissention in the nations, detach a number 
of Irish officers, who by speaking pur language, and 
introducing tl^se heedless boys into the pleasures of 
th» place) easily insinuate themselves into their good 
g^races; and then, with no less art than judgment, 
^raduaUy instil into their vacant minds the poisons of 
popery and disaffection. I speak by experience. If 
any one doubts the truth of this assertion, let him en^ 
quiee into-the pi^esent condition of a French academy 
MX. a neighbouring maritime province, where these 
measures will be found to be at this hour warmly pur- 
suing* Are there not other countries, countries of 
liberty, where the French tongue and the exercises 
:w^hich contribute to fashuHi the exteriors, are to be 
acquired with equal success ? Doubtless there are s 
lOid those parents, who, by the advantage of their 
oym education, are capable of directing that of their 
children, never hazard them among these dangerous 
people, till by reading, ti*avel, and an acquaintance 
with mankind, they are pi*oof against such unliappy 
impressions. 

If the inserting this short letter saves but one Bri- 
ton from perdition, you and I, Mr. Fitz-Adam, shall 
not esteem it an useless precaution. 
I am, 
Sir, 

Your most humble servant. 



£2 
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No. LXIL THURSDAY, MARCH r* 
To Air. FitZ'jtdam. 



SIR 



I HAVE somewhere read of the sayings of a 
philosopher, I believe it was in the Spectator, ^ That 
^ every one ought to do something in the world to 
*< shew that he has been in it.'' I am therefore, Uiougfa 
a woman, desirous of leaving behind me the fbikyir- 
ing testimony of my existence, and of coBvincinff poa* 
terity that in point of birth I have had the stfurt of 
them. 

It is of late grovm into a £BLshion anxxig the-BOttn 
to treat the business of Visiting with great disrespect: 
they look upon it as a mere fenude recreation, and 
beneath the dignity of their superior natures. Yet 
notwithstanding their contempt of it, and the odioBs 
name of ^^ gadding" which they have given it, I no not 
find that they fail in their appearance at any of our a»> 
aemblies, or that they are better able than us women to 
shut themselves m their own houses, when there is aiif 
thing to be clone or seen abroad* If they would con* 
tent themselves with finding iiault with the name and 
not the thing, I should have no quarrel with them; 
the word visit being of so various and uncertain a 
signiBcation, that I am always at a loss in what sense 
to understand it. 

A sister-in-law of mine, who lives about tea miles t 
from town, sent me some time ago a very pressii^ 
letter, desiring my assistance, and that of my €xx>k* 
maid, for a few days ; her house, as she said, being 
likely to be put into a great hurry and confiision frcMs 
the preparations they were making for the reception 
of my lord Whimsey, who' had sent my brother a 
card, that he intended him a visit the week following* 
1 set out accordingly with my cook; and when every 
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thing was got ready in the best and genteekat man* 
ner that my^brbther's fcfftune nmuld afford for the en^ 
tertamment of sa noble a g^est, down comes my lord 
as expected; who upon aHghtmg from his chariot^ 
gave orders to his coachman to keep the horses in 
motittn^ fof ttiathis stay shoidd not exceed fifteen nii<4 
nutes. ffis lordship tiook a walk through the garden ; 
seemed grea^ pleaaed with its situation and design; 
very poliloly excused himself from making a longel? 
stay, and took his leave with sayings that he hoped 
soon to do lumself the pleasure of making him a se- 
cond vimti 

It would be taking up too much ofyour time to en*, 
ter iBOftutely mto the family distress upon so vexing 
a disappointment ; let it suffice to teU you, t^at it waa 
near^ foitni^t before my poor sister perfectly reco*( 
▼ered it, <ft before she' left oif her hourly repeated 
question of ^ What shall we do with all this load of 
^ vktnals?" My lord next day at While's was giving 
high encomiums on my brother's seat, and the good* 
nesa of the air in that part of Surrey, and was pleated 
to say that h was the completest thing of its size with* 
in twenty- mfles of Lon^n. Upon which Sir Hum*, 
phry Hc^fing, a distant rdation of ours, pressed be- 
ing of my lord's party at his next visit. Accordingly' 
in about tlu"ee weeks a second card informs my bro- 
ther of a s^ond visit. 

By this time I and my maid, together with two or 
three sapamumerary assistants and female humbla 
cou8in% were dismissed, after having stayed a fojt* 
mght, by particular desire, to help to eat up the pa9»- 
ties,.^es, tarts, jeBieft, syllabubs, kc. which had been 
profided for my lord, and were inow I*joked upon aa 
mere dmga in a family, wMch usually contented it*^ 
self with two substantial dishes, or one and a pudding.^ 

It was not in the least doubted that my lord's se^ 
cond mit woiiki be of the same nature with th& first; 
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hit lordship's card being conceived exactly in ^he sanie 
words: there was therefore no need of fossor prepar 
ration; my sister too had pretty well worn oS the 
dread of makhig her af^araoce before so gretiit a 
man. According to hb appointment my lord arrived, 
and with him sir Humphrey and colonel ShuAe, a 
great i^vourite of my lord's, and a number of servants 
whh portmanteaus, guns, pointers, setters, spaniels, 
8cc..««*«*My poor dear sister !...«».«I wish ywx were a 
woman, Mr. Fitz-Adam, and had kept house in the 
country, that you might know how to pity her* The 
rumour of my lord's arrival having soon spread itseir> 
several of the neighbouring gentlemen came the next 
day to dine with my brother, and to pay their com* 
pltments to his lordship; the greater part of whom 
sir Humphrey's incessamly pushing about the claret, 
. were rendered utterly incapc^e of retuming lo their 
homes that night. To shorten my story, my k>rd and 
the colonel, finding the air to agree with theme very day 
better than the other, continued there a fortnight ; 
and sir Humphrey, having drank himself into a fitof 
^e gout, is, with his lady and family (whom he ^ent 
for to attend him) at this day upon his visit. 

I have heard much of the copiousness of the Eng- 
lish language, and would &un know why it is that peo- 
ple can find no term to express their design of stay- 
ing fifteen days at your house, different from that 
which signifies fifteen minutes ? Have they no way of 
expressing the time of their continuance but by ^e 
one word Visit? Surely, Mr. Fitz-Adam, a more 
correct and intelligible method of conveying upon 
cards or otherwise the visitor's design upon the visit- 
ed might be found out; givii^ him to understand at 
sight what he has to do towaids a proper reception : 
whether it be to order a fire in the best parlour; to 
see if the death-warrant for poultry, roasted pigs, .Sic. 
be to be signed; if sheets, beds and chambers are to 
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be aired, or a month's promloli to be kad ki4 AH 
Aift^ i c^ntev^tymaj be enilf eflSscted b)r m msthed^ 
whfeli ftn*iiie g^ood of tiH masters imd nnstreasea e£ 
lattiUl^ft, I ttiii kew golii^'tacfMnnnnktate. 

WHeam Bne tedy, >lM?)iig a Beir^-fMhkmed suk of 
cloMhdy* dif'a fft^ t>iectt of scandal to circidatey inda 
k oedM^rji* tt» <iall upon forty or Miy of her acqualbt^' 
foice hv ohfe'd^y't 'Of when a fine gentkinaft cfaaait 
to ^gv^fy hit intentkm of making a short ykit^ hhe 
ttiy lot^ Whimsey's first ; 1 am for ai> abridgnieBt 
0f the wdrd^ and only calhng it a vis« When a gen* 
tteman ot^ lady intends takitig a femity dhrnef with 
a country friend, or a dish of tea with a town oae^ I 
would hat« Utat tailed &Tifiit« But when apersen 
proposes spending some days, wedi% or months at a 
hotite, I uro^eM call tliat a Tisitatfon* So that for tim 
future carda might very properly be written in the fol» 
towing fonfi i <* Lady Changeheri^nd*s comf^menta 
to k^ Fid^fttddlev and iatanda to Tts her kdysfai^ 
tliift ei^eni»g«^' «< Lord Stiff's comptiments to sir 
Gi^gory Qnibuis at his house at Hampsteady and in^ 
letids to' visit him the first fair day*" ^ Qnpt. Feam 
abaH's'^omplfmems to Ralph Hardhead, esqw a^ hie 
seat near Burfot*d downs, and intends him aiTtmta^ 
tion ^e beguming of next months to take: a eraek'of 
hsntitfg with him." Thus, Mr. Fitz^A^ura, will tihe 
terms of ^sing^ visiting) and yisitationuig always carry 
aft exact mesmtig with them^ and be such as theiow-* 
¥A capacity cannot £9ul of understanding* 
I am, with great esteem, 
Dear Sir, 

Your constant reader and admirer^ 

Susanna Fretabit» 

P. S. If this letter should happen to please you, 
who are all the worid to nte, I may very shortly ^nd 
you a few necessary remarks upon each of these three 
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Vbitments ; in which I may observe at large that the 
vis seems to be chiefly confined within ^e bills oi 
mentality, or to the inhabitants of large towns, and is 
applicable to the transacting of business in general. 
The visit is more particularly for still-life and set 
compliments. The visitation is looked upon gene- 
rally in a very indifferent light, and o^er thought a 
plague than a pleasure by &e receiver ; it is chiefly 
the invention of the worthy tribe 6f hearers (of whom 
you gave us lately so lively a description) ted-cap- 
tains, younger brothers brought up to no business^ 
humble cousins, &c. The visited in these caseS) 
or niore properly sjpeaking, the patients, have imKeat- 
ed on their parts several cuHous hints towards ahxM- 
ening the lengdi of a visitation, besides' those stale 
and thread-hare (mes, of bringing out after a certun 
time the brown loaf, and ordeinng the groom to akf) 
that the corh is aU out. *My uncle Toby Fretabk, 
having received a visitation from a gentleman and:liis 
lady, who were his' refeitions, and finding it continued 
to the seventeenth morning, hit upon the espedientc^ 
caning aloud to his groom, under their chamber win- 
dow, to be sure to feed his cousins horses .well, aod 
get their chsuse cleaned; "for very likely, Tom," 
says he, raising his voice, ^' my cousins will embrace 
^ so fine a morning to go home in ; for you know so 
** very fine a day one seldom sees in a whole month 
*< at this time of the year." His cousins, it seemS) 
took the hint, and verj^ civilly decamped a few houra 
after. 
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No. hSiUl. THURSDAY, MARCH 14. 

Ammi cu^tus ^ua^ quidam humanitatis cibus. - T. 
. Tul;]. 

IF the lave of indolence did not sometimes ^s 
en^rely possess me as the love of fsime, I should no 
doubt feel myself a little piqued at being in a manner 
compelled to withdraw lay own wit, in order to pub- 
lic that of my correspondents. For many weeks 
past I have considered myself as a mere postmaster, 
whoise only employment is to receive an^ distribute 
letters. But what most mortihes me, is, that I do 
not find thy readers to be at all clamorous about my 
resuming the pen. I am particularly hurt by my 
correspondent of this day, who under the friendly ap- 
pearance of favouring me. with his assistance, has 
861^ me what I am afraid wiU.cast a. shade upon jpc^y 
own papers. I could have forgiven the injury, if ^e 
had left me ik> room to alter a single word in his es- 
say, i¥heB I might have assured my acquaintance thf t 
it was partiy written by myself. 



To Mr. Fitz-Adarru 



SIK, 



EVERY one knows how liable the body is to de- 
cay, unless it be supported by proper nourishment. 
The unlearned labourer is as well skilled in this doc- 
trine as the most profound philosopher : for the sto- 
mach, by certain monitory twitches, informs them 
both equally of how great importance eating is, not 
only to their well-being, but to their being at all. 
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The peasant labours that he may eat, and eats that 
he may lahouri and hb very lahpuiing contnbutes 
also to the health of his body* Now, sir» I beg leave 
to mform certain of your readers, who, by the cir- 
cumstances of their birth, education and fortune^ are 
unhappily exempt from bodily labour, and. who are 
idle, because they have leisure, that the mind like- 
wise requires sustenance, and that for wan^ <>f fi^od 
and exercise,,it will as naturally fell into dec^y as tibe 
body. 

This is daily seen in ¥iiat is called the polite world, 
which is chiefiy ocanposed of such whos^ sled^ couQ- 
tenances and active Umbs discover all the aigUA of 
^gorous bodily health, but whose mindfi are so feebki 
puny, and half starved^ as to be acarce ab]^ tP sup- 
port themselves. 

, Vauxhall and Ranelagh are generally crowded 
with ejects of this sort ; for that such naturally have 
r^coursie to public places and company, may be learn- 
ed from TuUy's account of the idk fellows of Rome : 
^ Videmus, cum re nulla impediantur necessarii, aut 
^^alveolum poffcere, aut qusrere quofnpiam ludumt 
<< aut sermonem aliquem requ^ere ; cumque non ha- 
^< beant ingenuas ex doctrina oblectationes, circulos 
<^ aliquos et sessiunculas consectaii." As this morsel 
of JLatin may. possibly stick with such of your readers 
as have had leisure enough to neglect the improve- 
ment of their school-learning, to make it go down 
more glibly, I will dress it for them after the English 
manner. " The idle, as they have no occupation or 
^ business to employ them, resort either to a gaming 
*.* table, or a cricket-match, or mother Midnight's 
^ oration ; and, as they have not, for want of learning, 
" any of the amusements of a gentleman, become 
" members of clubs and frequenters of coffee-housep." 
From the illustrious convention at White*^ down to 
tho^e who assemble on birth-days at the Black; 
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whether they rejoice in champaign and ortolans, or 
tnpc and portef ; whether they are employed at a 
hasard-table, or a shuflle-board ; the mind m each 
fraternity seems to be alike provided for, and has Ht- 
de ebe to sabsist upon than the scraps and broken 
pieces of knowledge picked up from the co^hmon 
newspapers. 

We cannot wonder, if, with such miserable fkre, 
the mind should be impaired in its strength, and grow 
languid in its motions ; but we may well wonder that 
men, who are far above the ordinary rank of life, who 
are proud of their abiUties to distinguish themselves 
from the vulgar in their cloaths, tables, houses, furni- 
ture, in short, in all the conveniences of mere living, 
even to luxury, should take up with so poor a diet ; 
should be contented with diversions, which even the 
.lowest mechanic may aspire to. Is it no mortifica> 
tion to their pride to find men of tow birth, mean for- 
tune, and no education on a level with themselves in 
their amusements ? Is it no reproach to them to look 
upon a picture of Raphael, or a Medicean Venus, 
with the same stupid eye of indifference, as the la- 
bourer who ground the colours, or who dug in the 
quarry ? Y^t many there are, and men of taste too, 
as the phrase goes, who, through a shameful neglect 
of their minds, have little or no relish of the fine arts: 
and I doubt whether, in our most splendid assemblies, 
the " royal game of goose" would not have as many 
eyes fixed upon it, as the lately published curiosity of 
the ruins of Palmyra. I mention this work not only 
to inform such of your readers, as do not labour un- 
der a total loss of appetite for liberal amusements, 
what a sumptuous entertainment they may sit down 
to, but also to give it as a signal instance, how agree- 
ably men of genius, talents, ample fortune, and great 
leisure, may amuse themselves, and, laudably em^ 
ploying their leisure time, do honour to their country* 

VOL. II. F 
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Among the polke and idfe, there arc none whom I 
behcdd with more compassion than those meagre and 
hatf4ami6hed souls whom I meet every day, in fkio 
cfoaths and gay equipages, goings s^Dout from door to 
door, fike common beggars : and like beggars too, 
as commonly mmed away ; with this difference, that 
the porter gives the ragged stroller a surly no, and a 
civil dismission to the vagrant in embroidery. The 
former, to excuse his idleness, says, '' Nobody will 
employ me ;'* the latter does as good as say, " 1 4:aA* 
not employ myself." This m high life is called vis** - 
ing ; which does not imply any friendship^ esteeni^ 
or the least regard towards the person who is viaitedf 
but is the effect of pure generosity in the visitor, wIkj 
having more time upon his hands than he knows what 
to do with, prodigally bestows some of it upon,tho6« 
whom he cares not one farthing ibr. I Look upoti vi* 
sking to be the art of squandering away time witk 
the least k>ss of reputation ; a very great invention 
iftdeed I and as the other ingenious arts I^yq been 
produced by hungry bellies, so this owes its rise to. 
the emptiness of the mind. 

But the hunger of the mind for the most part cre-» 
9iX,ei a Conistant restlessness, frequent indispo$iti<m« 
and sometimes, that worse than bodily disease, the 
spteen ; which happens when, by k>w keeping, it is 
reduced to the necessity of gnawing and preying ii|>- 
on itself. Every man who does notlung, becanse he 
has nothing to do, feels himself more or less subject < 
to these disorders. And can his ffying to f4ace& a£ 
pastitne and diversion remove them ? Should we not 
condemn a mother as unnatural, who, when her child 
eries for bread and butter, should carry it abi^ad to 
a pu|^et*show ? Yet full as absurdly does every man 
act, who, regardless of the cravings of his mental 
appetite stands gaping at vertical suns, or a painted 
w^^rfaU. • 
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I have heard that the master of Vauxhall, who so 
pientifuBy provMes beef for our bodily refreshment, 
has, for the entertainment of those who visit him at 
his country-house, no less plentifully provided for thp 
mind ; where the guest may call for a scull to chew 
upon the instability of human life, or sit down to a 
collation of poetry, of which the hangings of his room 
of entertainment take up, as I am told, many ya,rdsi 
I wish that this grand purveyor of beef and poetry 
would transfer some of the latter to his gardens at 
A^auxhall. Odes and songs pasted on the lamp-posta 
would, I believe, be much more studiously attende4 
to than the prices of cheese-cakes and costards ; and 
if the unpictured boxes were hung round with cele- 
bnted passages out of favourite poets^ many a com- 
pany wouM find something to say, who would other*> 
wise sit cramming themselves in silent stupidity* I 
am led to this thought by an observation I once made 
at a country church) where the waHs were set out 
with several plain dishes of good wholesome doctrine. 
Itha|q;>ened that the pastor of the flock, who wais 
round and fat, by the heaviness of his discourse, anu 
the lazy manner of deHverihg it, laid to sleep three* 
fourths of his audience. Upon enquiry, I found that 
the sleepers were those only who could not read, and 
that the rest kept themselves awake by feeding on the 
wails. In the waking part of the congregation, I had 
a proof of the advantage of reading : in the languid 
preacher > an instance of a decayed habit of mind ; 
which certainly would not have been in so weak a 
condition, if, instea^d of cold ham and vcnison-pasty, 
he had now and then t^^n for break&st a lunchion 
of BarroW) or a slice of Tiilotson. 

Yours, &c. 

L. M. 
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No. LXIV. THURSDAY, MARCH 21- 

Animmn picturi pascit Inani. Viro. 

To Mr* FitZ'Adam. 

I READILY agree with your correspondent 

of last week in his conclusion, that hooks, or more 
properly, that learning is the food of the mind ; and 
as what happened to me lately was occasioned by 
giving my mind a meal, I beg leave to relate it to 
you. You must know, sir, I labour under a misfiinr- 
tune, common to many in this great metropolis, which 
is, to have a very good appetite, and very little to eat. 
This lays me under the necessity of spunging upon 
my friends : my calamity indeed sits lighter upon 
me, as I do not practise the little arts and shifts oC 
many fine gentlemen, who drop in, as it were l^ 
chance, at dinner-time ; who saunter about the town 
in hopes of meeting with some generous master of 
a family ; or who in a morning visit protract the con- 
versation till it is too late for them to dine any where 
else. No, sir; I have a mind above such low con- 
trivances, and openly avow my spunging without any 
reserve or shame-facedness. 

With the 'view of getting a breakfast, I waited ifyt 
other morning on lord Finical, who is remarkable for 
having a very elegant library. The familiarity of hi* 
conversation with me in public places gave me cou- 
rage to make him the first visit ; and as I knew that 
his time of rising was about twelve, I was at his door 
by nine; where, after the fashion of mumpers, I gave 
biit one single knock for fear of disturbing him. Af- 
ter some time the door was opened to me by a slif^ 
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shod footmar, who asking jny honour's pardon for 
having made tnc wait so tbhg, shewed me into the 
library. Here I found my lady's woman, with a da- 
mask nlEtpkin itilier hand, taking down the books one 
by one, and, after wi^ng them as tenderly as if they 
lad been gfeiss, putting them into their places again. 
She very politely hoped I would excuse her ; said she 
should soon have done ; that to be sure the bobk^ 
were in a great dishs^iHe, and not fit to be s^en in 
tfcat pidtle : ** For y6u must know, sir," said sjie> 
*^thaft this is the largest room in the house ; and my 
liidy gave a baD here last night, weH knowing that my 
k»d wdiild not teave White's till the dancersr werd 
giine.'* TRi^'hht desired me to keep to myself, I 
tM %«t", 1 ^might there was no great harm in mak- 
iAg^ose ofii room whidi would oniei^vise be useless. 
''Thic sn*,^' *ittd she ; ** but as my lady knows that 
Tkf 16rd does not chuse it, and as my lady would not 
#9feigty dStnd my lord, she has strictly ordered all 
the aeih^nti n6t to blab, and desired me to be up 
tites Utterly to wipi the books, for fear the du^t upon 
ttofe should occaslt)n a discovery: for you know, 
*, if tfiy terd knows ttothiitg of the matter', it Is just 
the s^me thing as if there had been no dancing at 
aB»" As- 1 ^d not controvert so emhient a doctfine, 
htf conversa^on ended with wi]()lng the la^t book ; 
aftd' after having received an assurance from me of 
keeping secret what she had no occasion to entrust 
me With, she tfery graciously disniissed herself. 
' I Was now left by myself, and was going as I thought 
t© sit down to * moM. delicious repast ; but I found my- 
sMin the state of a country booby at a great man's 
tabfe, wlio sits gaping and staring at the richness of 
tfcte ^te, amd elegance of the service, while he should " 
ealt his dinner. I stood astonished at the gay pros-, 
pfeStt before me : the shelves, which at the bottoni ^ere 
^tp enough to contain just a foHo, tapered upwards 
f2 
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by degrees, and ended at the dimension of a small 
duodecimo. All the books on the same shelf were 
exactly of the same size, and w^re only to be fdistin- 
guished by their backs, which were most of them gilt 
and lettered, and displayed a^ ^reat a variety of co^ "' 
lours, as is to be seen in a bed of tulips: for the bind- 
ings of some were red, some few black, others bhie, 
green or yellow ; and here and tliere, at proper inter- 
vals, was stuck in one in vellum covering, as white as ' 
a curd, and lettered black, in order to make a stronger 
contrast of the colours on each side of it. 

Hitherto I stood at some distance, to take with 
more advantage a general view of the beauty of the 
whole ; but curiosity leading me to a closer inspection 
of each individual, 1 had the pleasure to find myself 
surrounded by the best authors in ancient or modem 
- learning. I took down several of them by way of tast- 
ing ; (for as lord Bacon observes, " some books are to 
« be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to 
•' be chewed and digested ;") and by the sticking to- 
gether of the leaves, occasioned by the marbling and 
gilding of the edges, I found that not one of them had 
been opened since they came out of the hands of the 
bookbinder. 

I now fen too with a good appetite, intending tb 
make a full meal ; and while I was chevring upon a 
piece of TuUy's philosophical writings, my lord came 
in upon me. His looks discovered great uneasiness, 
which I attributed to the event of his last night's di-^ 
version ; but, good manners requiring me to prefer 
his lordship's conversation to my own amusement, I 
replaced his book, and by the sudden satisfaction in 
his countenance, perceived that the cause of his per- 
turbation was my holding open the book with a pinch 
of snuff in my fingers. He said, he was glad to see 
tne, for he should not have known else what to have 
done with himself: I returned the conxplimcnt by ss^y- ' 
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ingj I thought he could not^want entertainment amidst, 
so choice a collection of books. " Yes," replied he, 
" the collection is not without elegance ; but I read 
men only uqw; for I fii^ished my studies when I set 
out on my travels. You are not the first who has ad- 
mired my library; and I am allowed to have as fine 
a taste in books as any man in England." Hereupon, 
he shewed me a Pastor-fido bound in green, and de- 
corated with myrtle-leaves : he then took down ^ vo- 
lume of Tillotson in a black binding, with the leaves 
as white as a law-book, and gilt on the back with lit- 
tle mitres and crosiers ; and lastly, a Cesar's Com- 
mentaries clothed in red and gold, in imitation of the 
military uniform of English officers. He reflected 
with an air of satisfaction upon theusefiilness of mak-. 
ing observations in travelling abroad ; and acknow- 
ledged that he owed the thought to his having 9een, 
in a French abba's study at Paris, all the Dauphine 
editions of the classics, with gold dolphins on the back, 
of them. " Num vesceris ista, quam laudas, pluma?" , 
was frequently at my tongue's ^nd ; but good-breed- 
ing restrained me from taking tiie liberty of a toq fe- 
miliar expostulation. 

We now sat dovm at the table, and my lord> hav- 
ing ordered the tea-water, begged the favour of n^ie 
to reach out my hand to the v^indow-seat bel^nd me, 
and give him one of the books, which lay flat one up- 
on another, the backs and leaves alternately* I did 
so; and endeavouring to take the uppermost, I found 
that they all clung together. Hip lordship seeing my 
surprize, lauehed very heartily, saying it was only a 
tea-chest, and that I was not the first by many whom 
he had played the same trick upon. On examining 
it, I found that the upper book opened as a Udi and 
the hinges and key-hole of the lock were c(mceakd 
so artfully, as they nught easily escape common ob- 
servation. But it was with great, con^e^ that I be-. 
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held ^ backs ofti^efte seeming books fettered "Pope'j 
Woito." Poor Pbpe! wiOi what indignatiqn wcnikl ht 
Imiirt swelled, had he lired to see birt the Were jAafi- 
tarn of his woAs become the tehicle of grocery 1 
IKt iortship observing my eyes fixed with attention 
on the 'lettering, gave me the reason of it : ^ What 
qmM I do ?" ^id he, " the credit of my library *e^ 
qpired the presence of Ae Poet ; but wh^e to place 
Iwm was the difficulty ; for xny shelves wei« aU ^ 
* leng before the last jmbKcatbn of him, and w&bkl 
have lost much of then* beauty by any derangement ; 
so to get clear of the embarras^ I ^ught it might be 
as weH to have Mr. Hallet's edition as Mr. ;Knaptota'&*^ 
I perfectly agreed with his tordship, teserving to my- 
setf my meiming as to his own paiScahnr* Mr* Cash, 
the banker, bemg now introduced, after hearing a jc*B 
ot two tipoti Mr. Cash's bobks, which his hjrdSiipp #as 
pkased te caH a more vahjaWe Bhrary thcK his own, 
I left diem to their private business. 

And now, Mr. Fkz-Adam, for the safce <tf maHy, 
who, Kke lord Finieal, have a fine taste in books, and 
not Ihe least reKsh for learning ; and for the conve- 
nience of many more, who are fond of the appearance 
of learning, and can gire no other proof of it, than 
that of possessing so many books, which are like 
^obes to a cwmmg man ; I desire you will givfe a 
h«t to Mr. Bromwich to form a paper-hanging, re- 
presenting classes of books, which may be called for 
aC his shop by the name of *< Learned or Library-pa- 
per," as he pleases. That ingenious gentleman, 
whose gains and rep«itation have risen equally with 
ow paper^madness, will exert his fency in so many 
pretty designs of book-cases, or pieces of wnamental 
architecture, accommodated to the size of all room^ 
m such richiiess of gilding, lettering and cotouring, 
Aat I doubt whether the Chinese-paper, so much m 
fashion m mos^ erf ow g#ea,t houses, must not, to his 
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p99t emokunent, give place to the learned : I think 
tk BnrarjMpapcr will look as pretty, may be made as 
bostly, and I mm sure will have more meaning. The 
book^for a* lady's closet 'must be on a smaller scale^ 
and may bethrown into Chinese-houses; and here 
and Ihere blank spaces may be left for brackets to 
hold real China ware and Dresden figures. It is to 
be observed ^at the lettering should not be put on 
tai the paper b hung up ; for every customer ought 
to have the chusing and the marshalling his own 
books: by this means he may have those of the 
newest &shion immediately after their publication ; 
and besidea^ if he should grow tired of one author 
or one acaence, he may be furnished with others at 
teasonable rates, by the mere ^Iteration of the let- 
tering. 

I make no apology to Mr. Dodsley on this occa- 
sion, as I (}b not think he will lose a single customer 
by this compendi<His, yet comprehensive method of 
'^peiibrming/' libraries. 

Yours, &c. 

L. A. 
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Campeatrei mdiua Scjrthae, , . , 

Chorum pliustra vagas nti trahunt domes. * 

Horn. . 

THAT experience is the best, and should bi? the 
oAly guide of our conduct, is so trite a maxim, thai 
one can hardly offer it without an apology : and y^ 
we find the love of innovation and the vanity of iO' 
vention carrying men daily to a total neglect of k* 
In a country where mode and feishipn govern evseiy. 
thing, we mu^ not be surprised that nien are raU^ 
by no fixed principles, but rather should expe<^i tbi^ 
will frequently act in direct opposition to every thifii|; 
that haa been long established* The iivourii^ axipm 
of the present times^ is, that our ancestors were bar* 
b^rou&; therefore whatever differs from the tgnot 
ranee of their manners must be wise and right* 

To shew the folfy of an oveinveening opinion of in- 
ventive wisdom, and to bring the foregoing remarks to 
the purpose and ,*ubject of this day's paper, I shall 
give an instance from Garcilisso de la Vega, who tells 
us that when the Spaniards began to settle in Peru, 
and were erecting large sfone buildings, the Indians 
«tood by and laughed at them, saying, that they were 
raising thgir own ton^s, which, on the first heaving 
of the earth, would fall and crush them. Yet big 
with their European improving genius, they despised 
the light cabins of the Americans, and at length be- 
came the victims of their own opinionated pride* 
Equally ridiculous would be the Peruvian in England, 
who, disregarding the old established models of 
strength and solidity, should build himself a hut after 
the faihion of hi& own country, and adapted only to 
the temperature of that climate. 
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Aft I would vnXJAagly pay 1x17 counirymi^h the €OTtb> 
pUment of supposuig aH th^ actions to be fooikl^d 
in reason, ^hen I cannot demonstrate tiie contrary^ 
I have imputed the number of stight wooden edifices 
with which we aee our parkt and gai^ens so crowds 
ed, to the extravagant fears with which it may be 
remembered the inhabitants of more solid structures 
were seized at the time of the late expedted earth-^ 
quake. If such a time of univeissal panic should again 
occur, I doubt not, but the builders of these asylums, 
who had mercenary views^ woidd see good interest 
for their money, while the generoiis and benevolent 
would enjoy the greatest of pleaaures, that of making 
numbers easy and happy. But even in this case, 
how haVe they acted against experience ! For as a 
storm of wind is a much more usual phenomenon in 
this climate than an earthquake, k is evident- that the 
expence of erecting these occasional recieptacles 
(though not indeed very considerable) must be totally 
thrown away ; unless we are to believe those refiners 
in political arithmetic, who asMsei^ tkat tihieae retteuts 
have contributed as muc^ to the serwe of the public 
in the encrease of its iiiliabitantss ha they couM have 
done in th^ presemt^ion of them, aeootfding to theu" 
original institution^ 

The sam^ ^int which ioflu^icas ansn to despise 
and negleoi sMicient wisd^Mn, leads tbttm t^ « hatsty 
and precipitate imitation of novell^. Thus many, 
ignorant of the origin^ design of tiieae elight shelters, 
and not imagining thei^ <So>u)d poawbly be imy use in 
them, concluded that they must imply onuHnent and 
beauty ; and recojlectipg ,the proveii, 4h«t « every 
thing that is Utile is pretty)" dotted their pijrks witib 
sections of hogsheads, The first I saw of these gave 
me a high opinion of the modesty of jil» owaer. A 
wise man of Oreece, thi^ht I to myself was im- 
mortaiiaed for his self-dej^)'^ .«ind lmiiuli%y m occnpy* 
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ingitfaid vfaol^Oor.that jbaomoB) of v^kkhmj jfvwtr 
•coiintaryjinaii is contented wilUx .tiie '|^lf.» BiitiqifiD 
bkokitg'')n>uik4 me^ and 8Q«im^(;thi»{neiir oMLwMte 
ot)i^q)i(gated vM onev^ hi^p9Stk^ i^iii theiwt ^hUosoiMt^ 
,4€iinkil8 so* niimoi3QU9'as tx) mdi^.SiiiSaimhl^ ^m^ 
ftio^hold aU the wise aneai^n ^ith,/X sooqL.cbaog^ 

my^ofatnion ofthefoundeF, and e<C)Qclude»(l him«A)t^r 
'(|o be possessed wkh the ambitious ^in^iiesB. of .tin 
i Aleixaadeis who coveted »^*niore works," than wi|h 

the'nM)dei'atiDn of the cyme, wbo^ as Hudibrsbt.. cAh 
'«enEe«9 exp:«s8cd oa niaaner of soliKuybude about^ja 

« plurality of tuba." .. / 

, , The, whole world was not half &Q wide 

To Alexander, when he cry'd, ' ' ^ 

' Kecause he had but one to subdue, ' ' • ■ ' v 

ASTirasaiiarwwpakrytub«^ ' 

cSiogpetieft; wira is not said • ^. t; ^ 

-. ' .. . (For ought that ever 1 co^ld read) ' ', , 

').' 1, .:i' TP w^hine, put finger i' th' eye and sob. 

Because h* had ne'er another tub. ' ""' ' 

The Situations usually destinedfbr'tfiese^nonunietits 
' of tast^, ttt^ ttot in covered Tallies, embosomed in 
'^h)V6ii 'drlri'Sdrai^ iHeltereddell'; (there indeed^ we 
: Mfd'thiiibdilit^td^acc ourwood-piies, bone-stadBs, 
'Scfiiffifti^helalis^Uri'dotlhct more heavy kbrics, composted 
'^bf iHiBtdsh, dy«te1*^shfclls, and sometimes more gliUerr- 
'ftig'WoAhldsttiesli, tfhdei* the enntfe^g titic of gmt- 
tos, hetMitag^s, Scf. &e.) to make tli^m cons^umis, 
Uie^ are ^j^ilaced bn eminences in the bleakest expo- 
sure's ; insomuch that I have over-f^afd cm assemMy 
of modem improvers condoling with one another 'at 
a drum on a windy night, like a company ^ mnv 
chants at Jamaii^a, who had a rich' fleet in the kilr- 
bour at the time of a iiurrfcane. ■ ■ ?^ 

I'he moveable houses of Hit Scythians, describe^ 
in my motto, are worthy our adtnihition. We xHiM 
acknowledge ^m to be the petfectbn of aE wo^Hu 
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since they w9^ stand the criHcism of Momus him«]f ; 
having that Tequidte, for the want of which he con* 
demned all ^ther houseft: they are upon wheels^ and 
can more from bad neighbotnrs, or be conveyed to 
«|ieiter from the fury of the winds, or the scorching 
of the smu What a satisfaction must it be to a man 
of fortune to be told that such houses are a manufac- 
ture of this age and country, and that he may be sup- 
plied with a Tery complete one, at the common and 
nioderate price of three hundred pounds! It is to be 
pfesnmed that no gentleman, whom this intelligence 
may reach, will hereafter litter his park with huts, 
tubs, cribs, sentry-boxes. Sec. 

The taste of the present age is universally for an- 
nuals. Their politics, boc^, plantations, and now 
their buildings, must be ail annuals : and it is to be 
apprehended, Uiat in a few years, large trees and sub- 
stantial structures will be no where to be found, ex- 
cept in our deserts ; unless we could be as sanguine 
in our expectations as a certain chemist, of whom I 
shaH relate some particulars* 

This gentleman, whose Chinese temple had been 
Wown down a few weeks after it was erected, was 
CQipforting himself that he had found in H^way's 
Travels, a model never yet executed in this part of 
the world, which, from the advantage of its form, 
must stand against the most violent gusts of wind on 
the. highest mountains. This was$ it seems, a ^^ pyra- 
ftid of heads," after a genuine plan of that great im- 
prover^ K.ouU Khan* He immediately contracted 
with the sexton of his parish for a sufficient supply 
of human sculls, and was preparing the other mate- 
rials, when the scheme was prevented by the over- 
scrupulous conscience of the sexton's wife. The 
»chemi8t was extremely mortified, yet remained per 
tinacious in the execution of his design, and, as I ar 
toU, set out the next morning for Cornwall to obtai 
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a seat in parfiam^ht, in order to bring in a 6i9 ^r \h^ 
erecting^ a pyramid in every country, with niches fop 

Se reception of the heads of all criminajs iiefeaftcr 
^ he executed* He is in no paih for the ^cce&s i^( 
^is motion ; foi* though the legislajttii^ ha* fotm^ 
objections to every ^heihe for maldng ^malefactoi^ 
of use, he doubts not of tiieir ready cohcurrthoq 
in a proposid for njiikihg theth an omameitt t6 theiif 
country. • : 

In fornier times the great house was the dbject to 
which the stranger's admiration waH ptirticUlaiiy iA* 
vited. For this purpo^ lines bf trees were ^la^^ 
to direct^ and walls built to confine ybur approi^lv nil 
Siich a manner that the eye must be cohstantl'y enoK 
ployed iti the contemplation of the princij^ fro^iLj 
Now it is thought necessary to * chluige all thii ;" 
you iarc therefore led by roiind--about sei^ntinc wtdksi 
and find your progress to be often intcVceptfed by in* 
yisible and unexpected lines and intreiichmeilts, txA 
the mansion purposely obscured by new platitaiSbh^ 
while the noblest trees of tiie old grove are tuibbled 
down to give you a pcef notr and then, at an 6ut- 
buildingj of abo^ teii jfeejteqiiare ofi j^^rsipr and canr- 
vas. So cllffere'nt from this was tiio practice 6f ovtt 
ancestors, that whenever they erected such little edi- 
fices (which they did only lroi|i^e«essity) they con* 
stantly planted before them yews, lanrels, or aqua-^ 
tics, according as the ^il was moist 6r diy : an4 ^ 
could venture to promise any modem improver, wW 
delights in laying all things open, iiifS^ ^.i^ght hi 
one. morninjj fall down the populous ,|i«^, oi^..'^^ 
Thames, and with his single hatchet ^niw^the^jr^^ 
lows, lay open as many masked edi^P^^he tJgB^ 
modern size and figure, as, properly .wl^^ed £^j 
fancifully variegated with fiesh painter tcu^ht ma\^ 
Hounslow-heatii a rival to xnany an. adniiie^ gardelb. 
of tills age. ,^, • . ^ 
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A p|igosf>^r would npt suppo.se tliat the master 
of ^p pkce assumed any' merit to Jiimself from such 
trifilea ; h^ t^fiW hardly iw^ginp that ^vea the most 
elegant pf fUlacpft coifld acid any degree of \y'orth tq 
the possesspt', M^hO^e character mu^t be raised ail^ 
sustained Hy his pvm digijity, wisdom and' hospita- 
lity ; rempn^bering the maxiip of Tully, " Nop do- 
jifiO dPinmus, ied domii^o domus honestanda estJ' 
But to judgp with the common pbserver, apd tq 
reason wit^i the general racp qf improvers, if it be 
absqluttejy ni^G^ssary for every man to shc^v his 
taste in il^esp matters, let them endeavour to com- 
pass' solidity, duration and convpnie;icp in the man- 
sion he inhabits; and not attempt to displ^j^ his 
magnifipeiice in a nvi|Tiber of edifices, which, what- 
ever tbpy i|iay seem to imitate, are unnecessary 
houses. 



No. LXVI. TRUBSDAY, APR|L 4. 



SIR, 



TO ccfnfess an unfashionable kind of truth, I am 
a woman "wko now ai>d then think a liule ; ai^d when 
I dp, I sometimes turn my refljeptions on my owp 
sex. MaS) you know, is said to be " a fcreature form- 
ed for sAcb^:" find I do not deny it to be in gene- 
nU i^ej but men pray, what is woman ? T9 say tliat 
«be too is^^a preatmre formed for sopiety," is saying 
not])}ng at fiU ; sjfe is ^ gr^a^ deal no^e th^ atjthat. 



jitod by Google 



7d f »E iroRtm 

Shall I teH you .what «he ift? Womau is " ^ crcm- 

lure fontted for crowding) and for .beings crowded^" 

.. Mn. Pqpe, who 550U kpow thoughi H wjc^ l^s whiir 

to write a whole epistle about usydechr^Sf after. }fp 

thittka he has analyzed us to the:bottoist» tbat the love 

ef /G^wding atMl oi being crawdedi ift.a p^asioD 406- 

.mteijs more general and predominant. Jx will be jat- 

kdgad^ .probablf , that thia passion ia isK^lu^ed 19 .poe 

ol/tlid foHner; bat I answer^ No;, it, is a^J^it^y 

-dbtiadt &oih either of them i &>r «a to tli^ iov^ i^f 

pfteasuve, ask a woman of &shitm Jn the 4Daidat; <^;ia 

. croip^led assembly (and tfaaito to^ the itaste of jth^jage 

ir^ live vh you may make the exfeito^nt m tbis^4$^ 

town 4iny evening you please) ask her^, I ,say> if ^h^ 

takos any pleasure in being cnojwdtsd ^-^^^^ ^t!' -^^ 

mritt tell youf ^ she hates and detests it;. itbneaJ^^ i^er 

hoopt tears Jier ruffiea^'futs her in a horrid fliidt^a-, 

imakes her & frig^ in ahort^^and she wondara^ ^4^t 

could persuadie her to cOmetbare*^" . Apl$un^prft9f 

tthis^ that it doaaaiotjxsult from her k>ve c^ {^^^u|^ : 

^d^'that it isjnot.a eonscqnien^e Qf our ^yn of BW^f, 

[(laiatiilmoi^fti obvious f for the very id^a^pf n ^^ixi^v^ 

.ekchidfta all. itotioa> of superiority and disdnptiQiu 

BuivifysHitM^tan edcperimental proof of thia t^p^ 

'^ ta th& aamo aasamblyv and ob^rye (be ,Jady q£. tl^ 

I hous^ heinBifprsIe is distinguished indeed), but.i|^;a 

miinner qidtef icqfioaite to what you wo\dd ^^^cpect i^fpr 

it is onlj^ by buatling through the crow^ she ha^ t]|i^j>- 

" self rabed^vrith all the hurry and vulgar obsec^i^o^s- 

tnessofaeoffee^rLi < ' -., . 

All then that can be said in your friexid PopM^'3 4i^^' 
! fence. ky that he didinot live long enough to s^^. this' 
predominant female passion dii^l^y itself in that ^iH 
^strength so^ vigour which it does at present. . Yet 
one might think too, from vvhat one has heard of the 
ring and other fashionable amusements in his time 
(for I do not remember them myself) that he had> 
\ 
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eyem then sufficient opportunity given huxi to diseo-' 
fVer Ihis truth ; but as he ha^ totally omitted it in all 
hh ei^ySj I ''^fi (without mnikiiig apold^^U^f^rivtey 
jnfeiior abiliti^ij/ 6m: I hat^' apologies)' tod»tmi\xnJlk> 
demonatrktes' ,tjbaA:>tHbN^er)/» passion is su^iior ibb all 
our'<^iieirniAfeioks'pttt u>gijt$eK . ..• " >j 

Flar&V ^ ^ o>^ love vOf fjky* Let usiin^thuifid^t 
place, to pqtoceed methodicail^t consider yrhat/play Is* 
]r^af i^ a ^iexK^er-OT rMher ^ science and^an-ati pc^t 
togk^r; the' IbrQierdT -which has been v&sid^v^ 
systenmtical; by the phUqsophic pen o£ Mr. Hoyfcs 
{the Otber, thoc^r^ l^erh^ps as well understood as tte 
^omuer> haslet been honoured with no.distincttre^- 
Xlfluet • though 1 am told indeed, that a gentleman, 
no^wiii'ti^ Qld £^y, h^, athisleisuce/boursyxam- 
j;)leted ran, e^say^ which, .whep pui](lished, will rendpr 
,ti:\eVh<^le ctf this -fii&tteir clear to the «K|paiiest oagpa- 
.city ^' ' ^^ ' this ^ pOBmni. Now, Mr» Fitii*4dan), 
.>7he^erv^e consider gan^og as a science^.that en^- 
pld^^ ,the bead, or fts ani^ct which exercises the hand 
of its Mi'.j)6sses§ors;\whether we siapposc* it^ ntutqr 
of judgment or ingenuity; wevmusi agra/e, th^t5^ 
jt^nyate toom, and a smaU party, /Wpuld be frnf^viiakf 
Jnore eligible for the purpose (that is^' ifiiaii^ii^ 
ilotv^ed play £>r its own sai&e) ihaaiafofiiteeasMy'iior 
iif j^he j>hiys with judgmei^ I would .prosnrne thatif 
noise an^ tumiUt about her wmtld oertaiidy distu4> 
her, and if she' ^ay« with skill, I^^h<>^ iihaginetf 
number <>f .ipqkers-on might p{v^sii]^y x^isoqiiceirt .her : 
jyet this is pot the c^e ; to game ^d a cro#d is t^e 
,t}uhg ; and-rWhe^ ,tha|i ^not gaihe soV she i^iviUiiig 
either t^ be»beptt qr to be smocked, ei^cr to /lose h«^ 
.T^fioqeyor her reputation/ .. - / ' 

* Having j^rov^d, I think to my saUslactian, and, I 
hppfe, sir, tp yours, that leven th© love. of play is a sp- 
\6Qndary passiqn to the lore of C¥tywfiii^> I will ju^t 
'^" • ■ ■ © a*' •• /: . '.' : 
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touch upon our lore of drews. That tlii« is made «ib- 
•«ervient to it ako^ is evident to maf persoii tint will 
please to contemplate that most importaAt ^art of om? 
dresS) the hoop : a piecd t>f i^ipavel^ i6hr tc^ speafc^more 
propcrlyi a piece of maohioerf ^iiv^h bwes itsverjr 
brkig and existeti^e tb ^is pxs^cb: ftrtsinDetiub 
inv«nticm,'a lad^r is enalyled to make axtowd^v^irt^ 
bekfself ; and thirty wdmem dan noW dhtmid room tal 
completely as a hundred wouidr'dii, If dbprv^ett xif «Qt 
iecessary anauxiliary* Oo tifo prtndpie ' tewy -Ve 
may tutdount for lAmt seeming paradcnc^ why tihne^ hoop^ 
cwitrary to the fleetmg and short'^hred nature* 6f aH 
^yiiet f^s 6f dr^s, holds its pblce in the realibs bf 
'fiitiiion^so much longer than any other mode wtts e^rei' 
Imo^ihi to do; and idiile our caps hafrey ^lOftYdTetiGSQ 
of a China plate, dwmdted a.way tb the breadthof «( 
hotf-cronvtv s^ ^^^ entirely vanished^ ourh6op6<mf 
the cdxtrary, continue to ^enlarge tteircireiimfeAeradd 
gradoaily , and keep pace Mdth our rdUng' pilssion. 'Scr 
§)at Iskttll venture to assert, that this <part of our drum 
will be immortal; for so long as tromen arewomeiQ 
a^^^te Hg m j to t ' they wear large hoops^ ' ^ .• ^ 

; jMgjBmj «s to GUT'lore of nmsic ; ask any wcooliaft 4tf 
Ifisfaito^ if the opera sounds as well on a Taesdby-i^ 
A SatiBMday^ and she wiH stare at your qtiestioa, and 
amwercodttyv **' No ; she does not^ink it doei«^* And 
wiiy, praiyl For this stort reason, tiiat Saturday it 
the crowded n%ht( ' 

. The thing is now so vtry plain, that I n^ght spi^ 
ifciyself all further trouble; yet to proeeed^let me i^ 
why ^we prefer gallantry td lore, and general ocquahU 
tance to particular- friemkhip? Bedause the 6nr gbes 
en foil as well in a crowd (Excepting mdeed some fie>> 
cessary shoit intervals with regard to gallantry) as in 
any other place* Rut should a ^wunan condescend t() 
c^ivateiove or friendship, she would be frequently 
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seduced.iBtb solitvide^ or nvtist H at badv be obliged 
aMmeliineft toupdengo tiie UMHtpportable etmtddi « 
^tvv^thO'iftHrwu.^^^ ..' • -'-'. 

^-}j$B^i %w9kM Jbkx'Viik^ wbf dpes that Ssnttll-pavb 
of ^vr.aexv thaiC tiB(htk.at aU: about Hie matter^ prefer, 
esthtmasmi'lb rd^^j aiid Mr. ^Wbste&eld to ^t^itir' 
ll^rnh^piieat^ For t» odier maaoivln the werid^r but 
because^ Mr^ Wbkelield of aH men Hving b^ 1M 
grenteftt kfia|ck> of gafthi^rhig d)Cnywd about b]iD*r ' i ^ 

I vNoir tba|' \wa\ tatting of reKgbD) I have heard of 

Soujthol? who wrote a treatise to prove^ thfat theplaoe 
fbture panibhnient Ivas the centre of theeaHlv;? 
%rhkhf unod^itconU not fidH/ lK>kl half the 'wSaaSaUb* 
^sspts that iraidd ;fae asaigned to it, he 8«^|iosed ih6 
p8Boi]^V4mftient liroHpid consist in squeezing^ I he^ 
liele, lifdefid, the ^ctrine wAs- soon exploded; a(nd^ 
iraarfit it. should sibcrsiirril^, sh^ it would havea wha^ 
^s^ Jted/tendcnc^ in pb^at of female moralB*^ idfi 
Vllo.iran.'yiink that wd should' bare any fItesia''of 
W^atf^viag itt theileitt fife^ when^we^ lo>ve'isddb«i^ 
tubfi^squeezed to. death jin this? t , t- .jM^r >, *r 
Yet though I have hkherta £tidaairouiedr!to^;pa[|^ 
Ibatj^Ads ioyejof crowding! iis;tiieji*iiling.passioiiis^^e 
{i»»aJb wicfrld,! 1roidd<i)Xit;haTe/^c;infeil^dyttiiidP 
dmsB ^oofc^sopietiines alsa-^pvedo^ilaiiitK wnimsau-y- i 
tnf^lf,lmdw*YirioiiSiin9taB£e8ito ike coilftsayTis'^naMft 
•JIT ftiiuig^&IkiWs of >m]i-acqy(a^intotk:eoiiretutipreadne 
warm borough-hunters: now as mt^idf ;tbem) am 
«&ikfl^ taoiigtttirant tp ^i^&e one^ tei ii^Qaginetliey 
ioat) with'f^-view of serving their tcmgictfi and.tnqdi 
tmt<ne{^l|genfr i^xAdcgag^ to aimi a^ set^g^ them*- 
9eib^a).'l ohaiitaUbpliDncludey in order to gijve them 
SMnftiiDOtiY)ei;for action^ that they commence tahdi^ 
da%^ purely ^m^ this pimoiple, as. wauling aofy to 
puA itlsatesehre&izito a ptesetit anomsotsiry erowd nt 
^ ensiniig^ ekfetion^.and to secure ito ttwoeehrtS'a 
septennial crowd, by getting into parliament. I cou' 
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ever, one i^roixi.to §ay ta. yojuii :(rie^i4^ ^ P9pt$> Jbe- 
^Q;^ J jppucji^, Yoi^ kapw, ^ir, jtJijE^ fr^i^e^tly 
.fjQ^aJ^ siavjyies ^vJt.ji9. VP^JP^ Wjd ^e particuj^i^ 
.fr«4 frf f*iJw i^^"? fr^'^ fi^^ fealhjere«l part f^f Uve 
^c^a^<V;i; for u>s|:f^ei if a wpio^ U x;Qn9t^t (^ 
perhaps ^ome women have formerly been) they cam- 
^pare k^x ^Q a tujrtjle ; if she sings wejl, they instantly 
ipjap a nightingale into her throat j aad if &he is fair, 
^ 3)J:an'9 plum.^e mstantly becomes dirty by com- 
j^^pD,. Now all the^e simjlies n^ay do well enpug^ 
j|p the jcopfiued way they use them ; but they neter 
,^ fajind out ^y -jingle bird tliat could be made u^ 
jdf ^s a genei'aj symboj of the whole sex* I h^ve, 
jMr» Et^-Adam ; and I shall give it them to put ^t 
j^p verse^ if .they please ; assuring myself, that if 
4t^ey .are ,convinced of the truth of my foregoing rea- 
^^ings they w'41 thinjt it a just one ; not to keep tJ^em 
^ you loi\gt^r in .suspejise, it is a wild goo^. 

{ r . -, . t . I . '•'•'■'!'> iJt. 






M. 



% 
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SIR* 

^ ■ ' ' - '-^ ••'.:. , ... J 

. . A^X.,t^e fashionable part of mankind set 6^ 
with t^ am^itJLon of bem thought men of taste. * 
TTfciis. is jthe present universal passion ; but the mis- 
iQillviiie' i!|, that like sportsmen, who lose th^ir hare, 
and.»stai*t cpjnteys, whicfi lead them over Trarrena, 
irher^ ' thi^ij^ liprses break their legs, and flirigth^r 
riders.;, ap^ m,^i|ie affair of taste^ we frequency 8€fe 
tot^ foUo^vi^ jjome false scent, with the *same div 
doiur. ^tiat^thf y would have piursued the propet- object 
of.j^ ch^-ce^and with much greater iticohveniences. ' 
i6i allthe vai^ous subjects that have yet exerfcised tftc 
gemuses of moderii writers, that of iaste has appeaf- 
ed to be the most difficult to treat; because almost 
all of them have lost themselves in ende^v(iurtng to 
traQi^it^, 8>9urc^ They have geneJ^?y faideed referred 
us for its origin to the polite and' imitative arts ; where- 
as those are rather its offspring, than its parents. 
Perhaps their mistakes in the treating this delicate 
subject may have arisen from the great resemblance 
which fidse taste bears to true, which ha^ty and inac- 
curate observers will find as difficult to disl^n^sh, at 
to discern Pinchbeck's metal from genuine gold at the 
first transient glance. 1V> the end therefore that the 
ideas of our fine gentlemen may be somewhat more 
precisely adjusted upon this important article, I shall 
venture to assert, that the first thing necessary for 
those who wish to acquire a true taste, is, to prepare 
their minds by an early pursuit and love of moral or- 
der, propriety, and all the rational beauties of a just 
and weQ-reguJated conduct* 
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• TVi^^t^ 1** food^H'cedBig 5fa bebft^our, seems 
^%^^ii»»*^^ ^gr »«**«^^^*t«in;. but yet, 
wjii^)^ 1^ <^»,Dot graw spontaneouslf ; it is a |^nt of 
iy(l j[}tJ^» 4;he iz)q|t4^gG»l^tp*fH4tiv«te. It must be^ 
sowqTupon a bed of virgi»Hsense/ andkept perfectly^ 
ctean of every weed ttet may ^revetrt tji^tetard 1^9*. 
jajjrp^^. It was long errcmeously thon^t to be art^' 
f;^tip^ but ^^pf^riepQ^ bas^^^ay^cad us ^t it 'wift^ 
bea:r tb^^jfioW tfSmr V(mt Bprtbem provjnopis* I cpv^ * 
prp4iw?«5 *"^^^i'W;e& tocottfinif^ this assprtion, ft^m kh'^ 
inpst every country of Cre^t Britamaiid Ii^and^ - 
.Xte.^Uy iSff t;h4tf very man tbinks himself cap^ili^^ 
of ^riymg ^|r perfepticai in this dHfte j^ppompfisbi^' 
mept: buit n^r^ hatb npt 4i^peo3ed her ^ft^ in sucl^ 
profusion- Jhere is bu^ one sun to illumijiat^ o^r 
ear^hf- wWl^ thp §tars rtiat twinkle with ii^erior fustre 
are imjuiTiej'^lp. Thus those g|*eat geniuses that gtre 
the perfect i^d^ls of true taste, are extremely rare, 
wbUf |;UQWsaods dai)y ej^pose thcmsf^lv^s to rmn and 
T4diq\il? by vain. and awW^ imifatiojii^. 

, P^rtf^Pf ^^rriv? at tf^sjp in co^e sii>gl(2 biW<* Pf 
BgJ\te,r5%iP¥Wt, ptught npt be altogether 90 fruitless 
an a^lji^ 'y h^% the ^^urdity is tq aim at ^ u^err * 
s8^ tast^tvj .^W« ^^^ ^^ best appefl.r by (^erviqg : 
w^at n;i^l;^s ^i&cari^y ^ven ip the most confined 
pursuit oi^^ 4ifl&cult ftCiQwmlishp:ie|^tr Qm sep}cs 
this poy piistress in bpol^s sif^ study; Qthers pirsue 
lier .tlw^S^ J'fWG^ Itliro^gt ltalv,^?^y, through Spaii^; 
and #fr ^ %ir ^bpiVSi we have frequently Bsp^^ 
t^em ridimtpndy e«vl?r^ciQp pedantry a?id' foj^py 
with ;he pi|i4iD^ dju^ fjooe to taste^ T^^* 4^- *iapr 
pie|as/w(ithjjiwy dej^d^edti^vellers m thp fields pf^r 
b^y> w\io .e^oy.fiwwM lawlwWe^ w^ vmp^ p* ' 
the gjir^ K^pfe wjw^ wfltigs/^^ae^ ^tr^npet^ h^^^ 
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tt b tii^Mi^ ^ l^^ia Bek of ttie Ihmiit^ 
t^gitoi^ Pantile goddess of tcstb* hti/^Ait^ 
ir^i^ «dmilje6d to^ her mysteHt^. 1rheiitttietM!«i&ni^ 
di^ liidt04 of tiiS'SQUiig^Y tftiL Metas^ to tMxMxAtaCtf 

^[^Idi^te seniai^fis than tneii; fuid It i6 a thbrotigfr 
sb;q\i^dtiUa!»6e wM tfat vittues and thkttna of th^t iftok^ 
aiaaaid]^ I^M Of ou^ speeles v&ieh ciHi^titmetf t^ie im»1:' 
eAsential^qafityofamaiioftaBte. Wlfo Meed evtf 
knew a ^bcTts soldier) a ttv^re puliticiah)%i iifef^ ^hoia(') * 
tDbieaikrasidftaste? * ' '* 

fWete 'We- to: erect d tetnple to taste'^ tsvei^ scitti'cfi 
diouU famah a pillar, eyery iHrtue ^hKSwld thtei*e liftv^ 
aon ahaT) ati4 t^ titt«e gr»:es shottM hold ttie hij^h- 
p^esthoodin'tomilniitsdoti. - 

We. d9t^f »ee prtt«ider» «d «ds ^% tfhcte^TtmN 
11% |o !i£spki7 it lit & paribde of dress atid i^tjiii^sr^y 
but tisese, atel can Orty pitjdttefe a ^bfeft*. We see ' 
oliiers net up forib amot^st eatds and d^ rbttt thts^e ' 
can create notiim^ better than a gailiest^t. Othefs 
in bioUieIn '^x^inch idoiy form a tlebautheev SorSe 
have rwi for H at New-market? some btfvt draftk for • 
ftat Ae Koiifs arnis; the fettft^f, t6 <H6fa^^at ^-' 
pnae^ havfe acquiitd only the title of ^cxJd T0ckie6,the* 
tber, of |(^f bucksw There ane twafijr i4<6 airti at it 
JikHt»i?ary Compositions, and gaiti iiffrii^rfie^haftLC- 
ter of intmditig auditors. '" • ' B''^*^ . . 

-Ho^K^W,*^ genets pidS9ifft 6f Oa%e^a#if^ itses ; 
d4)se iiuftiber$ ipho go i» qucmt Of ill) ii^S^ ^ i^ nere^ 
to^ffmnd^serveat kasi aiif «o ttiatiy rifiritld'tfmt teach 
a& ta avoid jiia&riiig 'the alT»e'toi^trecd!^1«IIH;ovit*se. 

She pteto tnfth of'the nmti&t is, a'^ltottse filled 
#kh fine pTctm^Sf the sideboard -loaded, Mth thassy ' 
^late, the. i^endid equipage, trith all the hey-dukes, ; 
poig^ aad servants that attend it, do not entitle the 
Assessor to be called a tkian of taste: they only bHng^ 
Irith them either anxiety or contempt to those Whose 
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rank and Jortimes are iiot equal to sucb ostentatkuu 
i win be bold to say therefore^ notwithstanding some 
of your readm ynH dpubtliess look, upon me as an un- 
IK>Ushed Van^ali-.tb^j; the be^ instance any man can, 
give of his tastei is to ph^w tl^^t he has too much de- 
licacy to relish any thing so low .wd little^ aB the pur- 
cha^ of. SMp^rfiuitiesy ^ another's cost,, or with his 
<xwj\ ruin* . Atjea^st the pi^ci4 satis&cUon of th{^ 
m^'s. heart wh^ prudent^ ^measures hi^ expence% 
amid ponfines his desires within the circle of hi« annual 
revenue}) begets that well-ordered disposition /^ mindt 
withoul^ which it is iippoasible to merit the character 
of a man of just refined taste* 

Cert^ it is» that he best discovers the jusfq^ss gf 
his taste* who best knows how to pursue and ^equre 
the most solid and lasting happiness. Npw whpre 
shall we look for this, with so much pN^ability of 
finding it* as ja temperance and frugality of w^^ in 
sQckland domestif} enjoyments? Arp not th^e tln^ 
first aqd nftOst e^ssential objects of taste?. Certainly 
they are; aad when a man has once acquired th^aisj 
he mayi If fortune and nature have properly qiyiljftgct 
himt lauodb out into a more extensive^compasst aiad 
display Jbi3;»enittS' in.a larger circle. 

But it wffl be difficult, I fear, to persuade thosp 
young men of the present generation^ who are ambin 
tipus of efitablisbdng a character for taste, to advanc(^ 
towacds..it by so slow and regular a progre^oa* 
They seem in geneeral to be possessed with a Isind i^ 
epic madness^ .and are for hurrying, at once into tha^ 
midst of things* But perhaps you, Mr* Htz-Adsvmy 
may be able, by reason or by ridicule, to call back 
th«^ attention to the previous steps; to persuade them, 
to learn to walk, before they attempt to run; to con- 
vince them, that profiision in architecture, in garden- 
ing, in equipiage, in dress, Sec* can serve no other 
purpose but to disturb their imaginations^ and to give 
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them a genertil distastfe of themselves, and of every 
thing around them. * ' ♦ 

It is lif5r*notAtfiiw,"hoiv^ver, sni^-izing thrif thi«f' 
charact6r 6ftastfe sh^ld be ^6 umVersaRy sbiight ^fi? 
ter; as trtie"tas(te iaf^dtibtlessthe highest pohit df per-'; 
faction at'whieh h^itnan' nature, 4n this hef state of' 
frailtf, caii'po^iSiMy arriS^^;' A man endowed with»this 
quality possesses allliis senses, in a manner best adapt**' 
ed to r^tieivte the^itApr<»siaA of every true pleasure^ 
which ProvidertKC has scattered with aHbera!*hand 
for the de^ght <rf its creatures. There is nothing in* ' 
trinsically beautSftiii which does not furnish him wlthf 
perpetual delight ; as every thing iH-feshioned and de- 
form^ liffectii him With disgust arid abhen^ence*^ That 
is, in a w^W^ the avenues of his mind are op^n only 
to tho^e fenjoyments that bring with them the pass- 
poru df tnttfr atid reason. » 

Phflalethes is a man of taste, according to the no- 
tion I have here given of that quality* His conduct 
is influenced by sentiment as well as by pr4flcip)€^; and 
if he was erver so secure of secrecy and ifftpunity, he' 
would no more be capable of committing* a* iow^oi* a ' 
base action^' than of admitting a vile perfbi^a'nce intb 
his noble collection of painting 'and' sculpt ttrcu His' 
just taste of the fine brts, and his exquisite delicacy 
in -mora! eondtict, are but one and the ^qxoq >s^nfse^ 
exerting itself upon different objects; a lov^eof^beauty,' 
order and propriety, extended to all theii' various in- 
teHectual aiid vislWe exh&itions. Accordingly^ Pin- 
Iftlethes is consistent in every part of his character. 
You see the same elegant and noble simplicity, the 
same correct and judicious way of thinking, expressed 
in his dtess, hi»' equipage, his furnitui*e, his gai*dens, 
and his actions* ' 

How different is Micio from PhilaJethesl Yet Mi- 
cio would be thought a man of taste. But the mis- 
fort^ine is^^he has not a heart for it* I say a heai*t) . 
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however odd the expression may sound : for a# ar ce- 
lebrated ancient has defined an oraluc toJbei '^ v« bofMift 
^icendi peritus," so I must insist u^po^ it, thajt a good 
heart is aga essential in§^edient to form a good taste«) 
When I see MiciOy therefere, 4i8^pating his he^il^ 
and strength in l^^d embraces and mi^ght vtveh ^ 
when I see him throwing away over-night at the gftiA* 
ing-tabk, what he must refuse next morning to the^ 
j^st clamours of his in^uivd trailf^m^ni I ant not the, 
least surprised ^this trimmed trees, hiaauu^iil^ir^ilf^ 
races, hia Freiich treiila^y ha$ Dutch paxrtQrrof»; lu^ 
Chinese belts, a^ hts^ tawdry «quipa^e» - t 

In fine, though every man oann^t s^'iivetitJJfieiBes^ 
Section of thid qu sdity^ yet it aaoei^ be^Bf Qei|||i||)[ tiiat 
he shoukl \m «ii&cienitly mstnictedy not to h^. dteaoff/^ 
in his judgment ^oneer^ng the, cieimof • it in 9\tmv9h 
To this end the few following queriea mky h&ASplkyl 
with singular^ c^waMtage* Is the pr^nder. . ^ . ta^^ 
proud? Is he a coxcomb ? is he a spf^ndthijifti? 1%^!^ 
^ gamester? Is- he a slanderer? Is^he a d^iinkard? {s 
he a bad neighi^our ? a sham pat^ot ? qit a. £bi^ i^ood ? 
By this shorteate^chiBm every youthy^ etcon^if ther JM^^ 
slender capacity, may be capable of detern^ji^iQg wbp 
is ttot a. tn^ of taste. 

I am>2|^.- ■ 
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»>.I-XVIIi. THURSDAY, A?RIL 18. 

THB land rcteeptkNi i^hiok you ga^ to my 
'ftWiA ' ^ Jifevember hurt, makes me take 4rhe Ubartjr 
%l«ea^tt|$ you some further anecdotes of m^ family^ 
As my gt^aAd&ther, sir Joftiah Pumpkin^ had ma^ 
t ^otiftidetv^e £g«Hre ib king Charles's courts his <>ii3y 
Ml Rtt^» coy hoiidttrdd &i^er, was iio4ess i^onspicu- 
^slto -his vak>iiry towarda tte latter eixl of king WU- 
)Ibmi% T^go* Aithougk thie i^ijse of kii^a was i^haaged, 
^kt iMvcaof 1h>&oiit atHl^r^named the same. But my 
IfMn^Ktissr had r^uied yM\ hi» farmily to Pum^i^- 
Itafl, aliecift a year and a half before the revoluUon, 
much discosib^ted ^w^ the times, at)d of^eti wishin^^ 
-tat jodge Somebody (i £»rgct his tiitfE^) h^ ^een a 
•M^csaurotoidl, that he mi^t itave mn him tlHioa^h 
tbe liDd)s or eiitoff one^ his ^dieeka with ^ hro^ 
aword* In the same strain he frequientiiy wished fa- 
itlier Peters a life-^^oand ma», that he might have cancfd 
ii«itielbretheoourt.gate of Whitehall, « These fel- 
tows," said he, ^ put me in mmd of murderers in pop- 
uHi cooatiies, who, if they run into a church after cut- 
tuig a thiioat, are secured irom. att danger of poniah- 
^KBt. Our English ruffians too are Irequentiy "safe, 
if they can hot shew a lawyer's gown, or a priest's 
«QWl*" 1^ grandmother huiy Pu3i^>kin, was a prudenft 
woukuo, aodj not withouit ^btae difikulty, persuaded 
«br Jo6^ to content himself with drinking constant 
%Bmper« ef prosperity to the church an^ state, with- 
mA fighting d«els i^ breaking heads in defence of the 
•fiiitiaKh constiUitkm. Indeed he might well, be coii- 
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tent w4th the glory he had obtained, having been otee 
shot throtigh tlic leg, and carrying the. r^irks of se- 
ven and twenty -wounds in diii«ren|t parts c^ bi» body> 
all boldly acquired by single combats, in defence .of 
nominal liberty, and real, loyalty, duriag ki|^ Charies 
the second's reign. 

My father was returned for a borough in W^s, 
in the second parliament of king WilUam* This drew 
him every winter to London; and he. never took his 
leave of sir Josiah without receiving a strict <coimpapd,. 
to do some brave act becoming a man of honoui^ ^iKi 
a Pumpkin. As he was remarkably an obedient son, 
and indeed as we were all, not only as Puaapkins, JDi^ 
as old Britons, very cholenc and hery^ my faU^^r 
scarce ever returned- home without sotme g^ij^us 
achievement, the heroism, of which generally, roaehed 
Pumpkin-hall before the bero^ Of has several ox0<ntGb 
^ve me leave only to mentlim three; ni^t so ompji in 
regard to his honour, as tliat they carry .in4jie<n s«aaae 
particular and remarkable circumstsuDees^ 

^ There was an intimacy between my £a.ther aiKl sia- 
jor John Davis oi the foot guards. Tlaw^ir 6r8t>ac- 
quaintance and 'fiiendship had begun when the^ipajor 
#as quartered at a market town near Rimi^dn-hall. 
Their rega^s had continued towards eacb.other with 
the greateM^ stnctness for several years; wheid one 
day at dinner' with a. large company at a tavern, ,my 
fether jocularly in discourse said, ^^ Ah!, major!, ma- 
jor! you still tove «o ride the fore-horse:'' attiidiD^ to 
his desire of being foremost m all parties of pleasure* 
major Davis immediately changed oqIouj^ and took 
the earliest opportunity of calling Mr. Pumpkin ai^de, 
and demanding satisfaction. My father ^i^ked- for 
what? The major made no reply but by drawing his 
swordi Th^ fcmght^ and the major was soon disarm- 
ed, *^ Now*, Jack,?' saiys my fiither, " pray tell rae what 
we fought' fw?'^ **Ah, Ral0i," replied the. major, 
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*• why 4id you reproach me with having been a po»- 
tillkm? It i»true I was one; l»it hy what means did 
you know it I aad when you did know it^ why wouid you 
hint k to tiic company, by saying, tJmt I still loved to 
• ride the fore^hotse i " My iaJthsr protested his if^norance 
of the BkCti and ccmseguently his innocence of intend- 
ing any AWmitt*, The two friaids^wep? immediately 
reoniled as «l:rongly a& before; and the major ever 
aiRserward&^irasparticidarly cautious how he discover- 
'6d>his«ir^&ady'0r blindly foMowed the. lolly oC hia own 

'"' Oi«e'Q^<iny'father'«ta^»ra-compaiiions,captainSha- 
■ (dans -iishD* \ya» very youi^ very giddy, and alanosit as 
' '^wifckkin ^0&y^ aift ia mind^ i^bailenged him oa a m?- 
^fMbd WMi^m tiat peeeiring the return of a bow 
"^teitfh tbihatd tnade to my father, in the. play-house. 
They wevt'lur Sight ift Hytle^paik: hut «^ the captain 
^MM^i>diwiilij^iiis'6W0¥d with the :&orce.st indij^nation, 
^Ittddly ocfounsed *o his thougl>ts "that the provoca- 
tion might pc)issH)lyhav£ been luadesigned) <>r if other- 
'^£%iB^ tteat the( revenge he had npteditaj^ was of too 
^clWKlis^l}lood|rtt nature; he therefore bcg;g:ed par- 
ii^m^ lifriaedtBrsadyt tt^ iinade.iii|> ^he afFaii\: . 
='» I wW««flii»i»d boea th©ila«fco£myVat;ber'ii,cQintK^t», 
- 4Mlt he^ANEi&vMhi^Fdly engiaged in a.dt}0( wp/^ a. French 
'ofiet^i^ )^io 'had takea the vm\l oi ^him/ >an4v in that 
^4iiiMy h^ ieceived nwoundf nl'hicbj JtfteTTthrpwin^ him 
'«e^x$il 'moxithsiato a bm^otahingmisembk Gfoodition, 
^•kU9lt>^ro?ed^^&talibyiending in a/tnort^cation* He 
'liwe'hia kmgitoesKwiithmiMasing foirtituder but^t^i 
"^ji^fttwrnd'^aa ^kbhanftnoe of tim^e. polite and honour- 
Hihlg 4l|tti«to6r;/and iid»hed liha^ lived 

9oitHe'yittr»l6ng«i*, only to have ^b^win tii^ he durst 

I ledve ^00,1^^ Fitz-tAdani) to mak^ youdr moral 
refiectiidns on these acveial-sftorica;, tmJt I x:aBnq^ con- 
tdmdeMtiy JMBtev witheBt^ivio^ ycman ^pcount of the 

H 2 
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cmly dud in which my poor dear husband, Mr. Solo- 
mon Muzzy, was engaged ; if a man may be said to 
be engaged who was scarce erer awake- 
Mr. Muzzy was very faty and extremely kthargic. 
To be sure, he had courage sufficient for. a majoc-^ 
general ; but he was not onlj; unwieWly^ but so I9* 
thargically stupid, that he fell asleep, even in ninsical 
assemblies, and snored in the play-house, as bady> 
poor man i as he used to snore in his bed. Howeveirj 
having received many taunts and reproaches, frona 
my grandfather (who was become by age very tart^ 
and peevish) he resolved to challenge his own cousin*. 
german by the mother's side, brigadier Trt|fM:l|iH^^ ^ 
of Soho-square. It seems the person ch^ilkn^e^JkXQfr 
upon the place and weapons* Tcuncheonfi & jdef^p?^. . > 
sighted man, chose Primrose-hill £6r the fie)d,o(l^-^' 
tie, and swords for the weapons of defence^ , ToAifoid 
suspicion, and to prevent a discovery, ^ej/w^«cei^., 
walk together frOm Piccadilly, where we 4£e»;lifq4>.ft 
to the summit of Primrose-hiU. Truncbcoi^'s schw^e^ 
took efibct. Mr. Muzzy was mucb fatigued aj^^Pfft; r 
of brescth witii the walk. However, he drew his^^pixi i 
and, as^ he assured |ne himseUi began tpi aUacsljc, bAA, 
cousih Titfhcheon with a valour which mws^ haye 
charihed^y graiidfiat'her,,ihad be %e$i{Mresent>v vTte, ' 
briga^chrwttrt baek; Mr. Muzzy pursued^ butf^t.ii 
having his adversary's alacrity, he stopped a little to 
take breath. He stopped, alas! too long^tirfaisl le- 
thargy came on with more than ordinary violence s 
he first dpz^d, ttS(% Rtood uponnhisfitfgs, and then 
beginning to nod forwards, dropped by degrees upon 
his face in a n^Qf^ ^prnfonuikdisldep. Truncheon, base 
man ! took this opportunity to wound my husband as 
he lay finoiihg^aii^tike ground ; and he had the cun- 
ning to direct his stab in such a manner, as to make 
it supposed that Mr. Muzzy had fled, and in his flight 
had received a wound in the most ignominious part 
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of his body. You will ask what became of the ae» 
conds? They were both' klired'upoa the spot; but 
being only two setviaints,' the o^e a butler, the other 
a cookf they wei^ bUrJpd the same pight j and by the 
powet df a little 'rijdh^y properly applied, no farther 
enqmrywaJi evel*inkd\^ about them. , . 

Mr. MHzzy; wounded a$ he was (thp blood trickling 
from fiiifi in gre^t abundance) might probably lm¥o 
slept ttpon tha^ spot f&r many hours, had.not h« hefin 
awakefred by the cruet bites of a i^astiff. The dog 
began' first t6 lick his blood, and then tearing ^9. 
cloaths^ fell upofi the wounded psu*t as if it h^ been 
carHon.' Mjr-pobf husband was thoroughly awakened 
by the^^wlxurt ke had received r and indeed it wi^s inji- 
pos?<5bte^<y hiive'slfept, while he was losipg whole col- 
lops -of the^kttest aiid most pulpy part of his fle^: 
so thM 'he ' was brought home to me, much more 
woufiided) Mr. Fitl-Adfeim, by the teeth of the,xv^s-» 
tiff, thsm by "the sword of his cousin Trunctepn. 

Thl^'^ir, is the real feet, as it happjened; althq?|gh 
I weTI-kfiOw that-^the Tttincheon.family tajkc th^li^^r- 
ty oC^tellltfg a Very different story, muphtp^th© djis- 
honoor eif my husband*s memory. ;termit jWiCji Mr,.,, 
Fitz^Adam, by your ip^ans, to do. public jus^q^.tic^ 
Mr. -Muzzy 's character, and at tl>e same tM^, to ^7 
sure^'youtfekt - ' -' -^ ' ■■,'.., ^, , ... ^; ... ., 

^«lam,-sir,' •■ _. ^ ^. . 

•/ - :¥o«rinost obliged alid obedient 

i Humble servant, 

Maby -Muzzt. 
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No. LXiX. TfiURSDAY, APRIL 2S. 



FOR die eatertanmnit of ttMaeef my reader! 
who love variety, and to oblige those o^^ay oorres 
pondentft whose epistlet toine mre l}»» «hort to be pub 
lifthed sitt^y, I hiure set apnt thift f9fer fbr niiscel- 
kaeoiis fwodn c ti on s* 






IF you at« « cftrong bodied iBaco, -be so land a^ 
to opoi your arms to your &ir readei^ a|ld^Uftf theiri 
down safely fmm their high4ieeled shoes* X am* really 
Ifi ^fai when I see a pretty wonian> toltermg along, 
uncertain at every «tep she takes • vtrhe^efMsbn shall 
Btand'or fall. If the ladies intend by this>^shft0& to 
display the leg to greater advantage, to be.aure we 
are obli^^ to them : bat i cannot hel^ ^leini; of opa- 
niony that the shortness of the modem .petticoat roiglil 
fully answer this desirable purpose* 

Pray, Mr. Fitz-Adam, favour us with your-thoughta 
upon this matter; and if you can reduce this enormia 
ty, and take the ladies down (I will not say in theii| 
wedding only, but) in all their shoes, you will oblige 
every husband and father, whose wife and daughterd 
niay be Uable» from walking in stilts, to make false] 
steps. 

I am, &€• 

T. H. I 
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SIR, 

AS almost every session convinces ns that it is 
not beneath the wisdom of parliament to spend much 
time and consideration in the enacting and amending 
laws for the preservation of the game, and to deter- 
miitte who should, and who should not be his own 
butcher or poulterer in the fields ; it is much to be 
wondered at, that the same vigilant care has not ex- 
tended to the employments of leisure and opulence in 
town ; and to determine what estate or place should 
qualify a man to play at cards or dice : how much he 
must be possessed of to sit down to a game of all- 
fours: how much more to cut in at whist, or to make 
one at a party of brag : or how much more still to punt 
at faro, or to sit down at a hazard-table: always re- 
serving to privy-counsellors, and members of either 
house, an exclusive piivilege of ruining themselves at 
any game they shall think proper to play at. 

I dare say, Mr. Fitz- Adam, a bare hint of this win 
be sufficient to get it caf ried into a law ; especially if 
ft be added, that till such a law is made, my lord and 
the chairman are upon a level in their amusements ; 
except that his lordship is losing his estate with 
great temper and good-breeding at White's, and the 
chidrm^n beggaring his family with oath^ and curses 
in a night-cellar. 



I am, sir, 

Your humble servant, 

W. X. 
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SIR, 



YOtJiR paper upon servants put liie in mind 
of a passai^e in the life of the marquis (afterwad^ 
*duke) of Ormonde, w*hich I oelieve will not be unet^* 
tertainin^ to your readers. 

. The marquis having been invited by a French li6- 
T>leman to pass some days at his house in St. Ger- 
main en laye, in compliance with an inconveniei|t 
Xnglish custom, at his coming a way, left witb tl^ 
maitre dTiotel ten t)istoIes, to be distributed aihonj^ 
t^e servants. It was all the money be had, nor d^ 
he know how to get credit for more when h^ readied 
.IParis. As he was on the road. ruminating on hfis nj6- 
lancholy circumstance, and contriving how to rais^ a 
small supply for present use, he was surprised at hp- 
ing told by bis servant that tbe nobleman sA Wh^se 
liouse he had been entertained, was behind, drlvii^ 
iuriously, as if he was desirous of overtaking them. 
The marquis, it seems, had scarce left St. Germsiii), 
when the distribution of the money he had gii^^p 
caused a great disturbance amongst the servant^; 
who exalting tbeir own service and attendance, cona- 
j)lained of the maitre d'hotel's partiality. The noble- 
man hearing an unusual noise in his family, and Upc^ 
enquiry into the matter, finding what it was, took the 
ten pistoles, and causing horses to be put to his cha- 
riot, made all the haste that was possible after the 
marquis of Ormonde. The marquis upon notice of 
his approach, got off his horse as the other quitted 
his chariot, and advanced to embrace him with great 
a£CectioB and respect ; but was^strangely surprised to 
find a coldnears in the nobleman which forbad all em- 
braces till he had received satisfaction in a point which 
had given him great offence. He asked the marqiHs 
if he had reason to complain oi any disrespect or de- 
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ftet w]|id9i he w^ with in the too nieap, but yer^ 
^eodjf eotertailQiBent, which hi& house afforded; ; 
994 Meing answered by the marquis, that hl& treat- 
«ieajt ha4' been full <^ d vilify <; that he had never 
passed: so muny d^ys more agceeably in his life, an4 
€0ul<l <ipt hut wonder that tbe other should suspect 
the contrai:y : the nobleman then told him, " That 
^e leading ten pistoles to be distributed amongst thQ 
m^v^^t^ wsi& treataag his house ^s an inn,, and wad^ 
(fce gueaJbesI ^rqnt that couM be ofiered tp a man of 
%uaUt^ : that hq paid hia^ own servants well, aad hired^ 
tbesm U> wait on his Gciends s^s well aft bi^ii^elf,: that 
he GODsUteced him as a, stranger who. might be ujc^^ 
acquainted with the customs of France, and eri; 
tib«<o<ighi 8Qa»^prac?tice deemed ies» dishonourably in 
his: own country ; ot^herwise his resentipent should 
^ve parevented, any expostulatipn : but a$ the cas^ 
stood) aft^r having explained the nature of the aff^i;^ 
he must either redress the mistake by receiving: bacl^ 
th^ te:Q^ pistoks, or givie hdm the usual s^tisfactiion of 
laen c&honoMf for aa avowed afFronU'* The marqui§ 
ai^k^owiedged bi^ ernor, took ba^k hi$ moneys and re- 
tiiimed tf) Pa^is/^ith less sipxiety about hi;^. subsistence. 
Your readers, Mr. Fitz-Adam» may tearn from thi^ 
8tory> that aU oi^ fashions, are not bprt:Qwed from 
Ftaiic«« 

Yo.ivs,,8tc. 

A. Z. 



. THIS is tp acqutu^nt you ths^ I am a gentleman's 
servant, and that I have rea4 the letter upon servants, 
sign<;4 O* S,, ii>. the WoBtn of the twenty-first of 
February kist.; and.thoughXadwt the charge brought 
Q^aips^ us hi that letter to be true> namely, that thop' 
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who have nothing to give maj go i^Mstle for a clean 
plate or a glass of wine ; yet I do not agree that a 
poor poet (for I am sure he must be a poet that wrote 
that letter ; if he had been a gentleman, he would 
have done as gentlemen do; I gay, that I do not agree 
that a poor poet) has any right to abuse those that are 
his betters* A good servant, and one who knows his 
business, will endeavour all he can to keep low people 
from intruding at his master's table : and yet so &r 
are many of us from hoMing poets in contempt, that 
Jthey are always welcome to dinner in the hall witfi 
the best of us, and have free leave to read their verses, 
or sing their songs for the entertainment of the com* 
pany* 

If this same Mr. O. S. had been a {^libsoi^er or 
a man of deep learning, he might have had some sort 
of reason to find feult ; for it is not to be denied that 
we are a little apt to overlook such sort of gentry ; 
but not so much because they have nothing to givfe, 
as from an absence of mind which we constantly ob- 
serve in these philosophers and men of deep learn- 
ing, who if they ask for bread, beer, or wine, are as 
well contented with oil, vinegar, or mustard, or any 
thing else that happens to be readiest at hand. 
' I beg pardon for troubling you with this letter; 
which is only to set these matters in a clear ligh^ 
and to request that you will publish no more papers 
about servants, but let things go on in the old way ; 
and in so doing you will oblige us all in general, and 
in particular, 

Honoured sir, 

Your dutiful servant 

To command, 

I. K. 
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As I am desirous of beifig a peace-maker upon all 
occasionsv I shall comply with the request of this cor^ 
respon4je»t^^];)d, conclude v^y paper with a hint to all 
gentleman in^tv^n^^ that as poets, phUosophers, and 
men of lea^og} yifil\ be sometimes intruders a^t their 
masters' tables, l&t th^m consider them as brethren, 
and tr^at ^hejm "with humanity. 



No* UUi^ THURSDAY, MARCH 21. 

Ta Mr. Fitz^jidam* 

SIR, 

YOXlIt correspondent in your sixty-third paper 
has, I must G$>i%(ess,. shewn no less ii^enuity than the 
duke de Viyoone^id wit in his celebrated answer to 
Lewis the fourteenth, upon that king's asking, him at 
table? ^^ Mais a quoi sert de lire ? La lecture, (said the 
duke,> £ait a Tesprit ce que vos perdJcix font a msA 
joiies^" But whatever new doctrines these gentiemen 
are pleased to broach, that books are the food of the 
mind, I must beg leave to say, that they have from 
time immemorial been called physic, not food : and 
for this I appeal to the famous inscription on the 
Alexandrian library, which I have placed at the head 
of my letter, " Physic for the Soul." 

For my own part, I can truly say that I have con- 
sidered all books as physic from my earliest youth ; 
and so indeed have most of my school-fellows and 
acquaintance, and nauseated them accordingly: nor 

vci,« II. I 
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ca^^ny of us at this time endure the sight or t^uch 
of them, not even a present from tlie autbbr, ui^ss 
it be as thoroughly gilt as the most loathsome pill, 
or qualified and made palatable by the syrup of a de- 
dication. 

Those who have endeavoured to conquer this dis- 
gu^, have given the most forcible proofs of the truth 
of my argument ; many of them by venturing to pre- 
scribe to themselves, have so injudiciously taken tieir 
potions, that their minds have been thrown into va- 
rious ill habits and disorders. Some have fallen into 
so lax a state, that they could neither digest nor keep 
any thing whatsoever. Nay, I have been acquainted j 
with such as have taken the most innocent and salu- 
tary of these medicines, but by overdosing theihselves, 
and making no allowance for their own corrupt and 
acrimonious huinours, have fallen into the most vio- 
lent agitations, discharging such a quantity of undi- j 
.gested and virulent matter, that they have poisoned 
the neighbourhood round. Some, only upon takii^ 
th^; quantify of a few pages, have stared, raved, foam- 
ed at the mouth, and discovered all the syinpiomi of 
madi^^s ; while the very same dose has had the con- 
trary eft'ect upon others, oi)erating only as an opkte. 

The true and genuine food of the mind is Nct^s. 
That this is incontestable, appears from "the number'of 
souls in this metropolis who subsist ei^rely upon this 
diet, without the least addition of any other nourish- 
ment whatsoever. In all ages and countries the po^ts 
have constantly described the avidity with which it is 
taken, by the figurative expressions of eating or drink- 
ing. ShakspeS-re uses a more general term : 

With open mouth swallowhig a taj^lot^s news. 

Another witty author calls news the tnannaof the (fey : 
Eluding to that food with which the Israelites were 
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supplied in the wilderness from day to day, and which 
\xi a very little time became stale and corrupt : as in- 
deed Providence has in its wisdom ordained that all 
kinds of sustenance shall be in their nature corruptible, 
to reroind man continually of the dependency of his 
state on earth. Whereas physic (particularly of the 
modern chemical prej)aration) preserves its efficacy 
and virtues uncorrupted and unimpaired by time ; a 
property it has in common with books ; * which never 
suffer by age, provided they are originally well com- 
posed, and of good ingredients. The principal of 
these ingredients are generally thought to be wit; 
and I fancy, Mr. Fitz-Adam, by the quantity of it 
with which you now and then season your specula- 
tions, that you have adopted that opinion. But let 
i|ae tell you, sir, that though my supposition should 
li(it)*i^ej you are in the wrong to rely upon it too much : 
' %Mr though ^is seasoning should happen to preserve 
ttiem for. the admiration of future times, it is Certain- 
ly your business to accommodate yourself to the taste 
of the present. If therefore you would make tnre of 
customers, give us news ; for which there is as con- 
stant a demand as for daily bread : and as for your 
wit, which is a luxury, treat it as the Dutch do their 
spices ; bum h^\£ of it^ and you may possibly render 
the remaining half of some value. But if you pro- 
dxw^ jaM you have for the market, you will soon find 
U become a nt^ere drug, and bear no price. 
I am. 

Your friend and well-wisher, 

A.B.. 

I h»ye, published this letter just as I received it : 
and as a proof that my correspondent is not singular 
TSk his opkiion of wit, I must observe that the saga- 
,4:kms author of the late excellent abridgement of the 
kistory of France expresses a doubt, that the l)re8ent 
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age may depreciate =wit> as the last exploded leaniigl 
« Prenons garde que le 18"»* sieclene decri^ I'eafirfe^ 
eomme le 17"* avoitdecrib TeruditioB.*' 

The sixteenth century produced the greatest fiuiii«* 
ber of men of the most profound eruditbn 2 iwid ttot- 
"withstanding those of the seventeenth despised them 
for their laborious application, it is evident that it was 
owing to those labours that their successors attamed 
knowledge with so much ease. 

Towaidd the end of the last century, some poa*- 
sessed, and many affected, a ]xipe taste in liter£^l^ffe» 
and setting up for a standard towards the v^ritings 
of the ancients, very liberally rewarded those who 
imitated them the nearest in chastity of composition. 
But no sooner had Monsieur Galland tmnslated The 
Arabian Tales, than the whole Frencli nation riA 
mad, and would never after read any thing but wretch- 
ed imitations of their most wild ex4:ravaga!iicies ; for 
it ought to be observed, that some of those original 
stones contain useful morals and well-drawn pictores 
from common life : and it may be to those storiesy 
perhaps, that we owe that species of writing which 
is at once entertaining and instructive ; and in which 
a very eminent wit, to the honour of this nation, has 
shewn himself so incomparably supenor in drawing 
natural characters. But these were not the parts 
which had the fortune to please ; the enchantments^ 
the monsters and transformations engaged aU-^ieir 
attention ; insomuch that the famows count Hamil- 
ton,, with a pleasant indignation at this foUy, wrote u 
tmle of wonders, with design to ridicule these idle 
b^oks by an aggravated imitation : but with an efifedt 
so directly contrary to his inteAticm, Hia* to this daf 
France is continually producing little pteqe^ of tfaot 
extravagant turn ; while £nglaiMlt that famd of Mfe^h 
ty, eqioHy indifievent to works of. wk, «ad eacoamg^ 
ing the licentiousness of the M. comedy, can reli^ 
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nothing beat personal character, or vr^Mm romance. 
Heaoe avises ^lat svmxm of iBemoirs, all fiUed witli 
abuse or impurity, which, whaterer distinGtion my 
present correspotuifint may make with relation to food 
uBd ^lysicy are the poison of the xmnd* 

The best antidote to this poison, and the most ss^ 
lutary in eiiery respect^ is that species of writihg 
which may properly be termed regimen ; which, par- 
taking of the qualities both of physic and food, at once 
cleaiiBes and sustains the patient. Such have I stu- 
died ta make these my papers ; which are therefore 
DeHllKer given dally for sustenance, nor occasionally 
as medicine, but regularly and weekly as e^n alterative* 
1 have been extremely careful in the composition, 
that there shall not be wanting a proper quantity of 
sweet, 2u^id, and salt ; yet so justly proportioned, as 
not to ctoy, sour, or lacerate the weakest stomach. 
The success I have met with will be better proved 
by the attestations of .my patients, than by any boasts 
of my own. Out of many hundreds of these attes- 
tations, I shall content myself at present with oaly 
pubhahin^tftift ittUowiog. ^ . 



EiXtract of abetter frovk Bath, 
sm, 

I CAN assure you with the greatest truth that 
^^ thtiee-eldeist daughters were ft>r more than a whole 
aiv4iter «i^8t strangely affected with a nakedness in 
Hibe shotddaps, insomuch that the thinest and slightest 
covertiig whaiseever was almost insupportable, espe- 
tkUy in puUic The best advioe in the {Hace was 
psooured, hut the disease increased -with so much vio^ 
loHioef 'tiii«t«iiaBy^jBj^!«eBsed ibbeir-o^Mnion that every 
I 3 
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part of the body was in dan^r of the hifectioiu At 
last, when nothing else would do, they were pr&nA- 
ed upon to enter into a regular course of your pafi^s, 
and in a very few weeks, to the surfHise ^«veiry body 
in the rooms, were perfectly cured. I therefore beg 
of you, good sir, to kt the bearer have thirty dazrai 
of the papers, for which he will pay you. 

I am, 

Sir, 9iuu 

The original letter, sealed with a coronet may bt 
seen at Mr. Dodsley*s in Pall-mall. ' 



No. LXXI. THURSDAY, MAY 9. 

Ne 8cutic4 dignmn honibiU sect^flagdlo. ' ^ 

I FLATTEj^rm^^elf it must hare been fre- 
quently remarkecjf that riiave hitherto executed tiis 
office I have undertaken without any of that harshness 
which may deserve the name of satire, but <m ^le 
contrary with that gentle and good-humoured ridicula 
which rather indicates the wishes o£ paternal t^der* 
ness, than the dictates of magisterial authority. 
edicts carry nothing with them penal. After I 
spent five pages out of six to shew that the ladies < 
figure their persons, and the gentlemen their pftri 
and gardens, by t9o much art, I make no othl 
cQiiclusion, than by coolly informing them, that eac) 
would ^be more beautiful, if n^ure was l^io dteguiattdi 
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'' A<ceiliifen''gt<^i} tPtfv^Uety ha^iiihg to take F16- 
mcse.iii one of'tiis^otinar, #ad vmxh caressed and ad- 
miwd hf tiie^G«^ett€ IMs6* The variety <rf countries 
he had sdei^ =«tidl his Thracitf in 'describing -die ctis« 
loiitf^ttniMFiefs, and eh&raetenj ef their inhabitants, 
leadeiedhifial^hly^e^ertkittui^. Bm it happetied^^a 
little unfortvuitttelif that he h^d ^taken a fancy to adopt 
(me of the fashions of the east, that of wearing whisk« 
ers, which he did in the fullest and largest extent of 
the mode. The Great Duke could by no means relish 
this fashion;, and as constantly as he finished his se- 
jBM^^ttiStchisxUsgast woukl break out, though never 
with greater harshketa. thaa in the ibtiowing word^t 
** Signor Giramondo, I am not duke of Tuscany while 
you wear those whiskers." In like manner I say, I 
am not Adam Filz- Ada m.,while the ladies wear such 
enormous hoops, such short petticoats, and such vast 
patches near the left eye ; or while gentlemen ruin 
their foi^tiu^sryand con3t,itutioiis by pla(y, oc deform 
the feu:e of nature by the fopperies of art. 

The moderation of the duke of Tuscany, who with 
the helpisf'ii^j^^of'SCitsariB, might soea^y have re- 
mvved the object which at once offended and degraded 
him, is greatly to be preferred to the tyrant^ pf Pro- 
<aiistie»,'whoto deli^^lte eye for* proportidn Was ^pt to 
feidKesuch offence at an overgrown person, that he 
would Older him to be shortened to the just standard, 
by cuttmg off his feet. But a tyrannical system can- 
sot be lading: and violent measures must destroy 
^lajt iMLrmony which I am deshtms should long sub- 
apst bet5Veen me and those whom I have undertaken 
to govern, even weite it probable that I could carry 
siK^meaBures uito execution. But nothing exposes 
weakness so much ias threats v^ich we are not able 
t& enforce. Jt is told us in the Acts, ^ that forty of 
tife Jews bound themselves uild^r a curse, that they 
mvdd nei^ier eat 4K>r drink till they had killed Paul." 



I 
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We hesr no more of thoae Jenns tiioiigh^die afwfttle 
stirvitied dteir menftces. I flatter myself that I hmm 
BO less zeal for die afoolishin^ fbllf and felse taote; 
yc!t I am ?o &r from uttering any fttiehtluH»atSy tbati 
very Iboikly confets I intend to eat and drmk asiw«p« 
tily sas if there was no such Hang as fi>tiy reooauuBg 
in (the world. My enemies, indeed, ha^ine been pleased 
to ^kttovr out, that it is owmgto my desire of contimi* 
log tb gratify, those appetites, that I have not kmg ago 
entirely suppressed all fotiy whatsoer^* They make 
BO scruple of asserting, that there would not have been 
so much as a patch, pompon, or Chinese r^dl .remain- 
ing amongst us, if I had not thought proper to bor« 
now a piece of policy from the rat-catchers, who suf- 
fer a small part of the vermin to escape, that thoir 
trade may not be at an end* But I must take the Ji- 
beity of acq«ai«ting these gentlemen, that they know 
ais little of me, as of human nature, the chaoe after 
Mly bsing ^oe hunting a witch ; if you ^iiun fact down 
in one shape, she starts 4ip in another, so that ther^ 
is no <manner of danger thatthe game will be^estnoy^ 
ed. And I most solemnly deotoe, tklU. wherever 2 
hate se«in a beautifol face, or a ftne gardeaiy/ ?ii«ry 
gyi»S8)y de^Qvmed by injiidiciouB mtten^its^ at aoxieneU 
ttfent, i have laboured with the greater eamestueao 
to effect a reformation* But where the conductof naf 
^UpHs, though somotameB iualty m itself, has ^been 
harness iu its^ooosequeiices, I have constanUy ioiw. 
bom, and will as constanUy ^orbeap, an officious t^o* 
prehension of it, however disagreeable such forbear* 
anoe may appear In the eyes c^ these gentlemen* 

It is upon tMs plan ^lot I have suppi^ssed iimu^ 
merable comi^infts from splenetic and Ill-humoured 
correspondents : as a 'specimen of which coonptaiiiis. 
1 'shall lay before my readers the ibegtnuings ^of some 
of theiA* ietters. 
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Stit, 

I AM greatly ofifended at the incoDsistent be- 
barbur of a lady of my acquaintance^ You see her 
in a morning at St* James's church, and in the even- 
ing at the play-house in Drury-lanc. Oie wouW 
Ihwk that either religion should drive plays out of 
her head, or plays religion. Pray, Mr. Fit:$-Adam, 
tell her how absurd 



SIB, 

I TROUBLE you with this letter to make my 
complaints of a very great evil, and to desh*e your 
animadversions upon it. I returned yesterday from 
a month's visit to a family in the country, where in 
every particular but one, we passed our time as be- 
came reasttiable beings. When ti« weather was 
. gpQod we waited abroad ; when bad, we amused our- 
selves within doors either with entertaining converse^ 
tion, or instructive books. But it was the custom of 
tke fiimily (thougli in all other respects very worthy 
peq>le) c<mstantly to play at cards for a whole hovH* 
before suf^r. Surely^ Mr. Fitz-Adam^ tids method 
of kifliiig time — - 



31R9 



I AM shocked at the indecency of the modern 
bead-dress. Do the ladies intend to ky aside all mo* 
desty, and go naked ^ ——• 
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This is the manner in which undistinguishing zed 
treats things that are in themselves indifferent : for 
is it not matter of absolute indifference whetlier a la- 
dy wears on her head a becoming ornamenl of clean 
lace, or her own hair ? Or if there be any preference, 
would it not be shewn both from nature and expe- 
rience to be on the side of the hair ? 

Num tu, quse tenuit dives Achacmenes, 
Aut pinguis Phrygiae Mygdonias opes 
Purmutare velis erine Liciniae ? 

Horace, we see, prefers a beautiful head of hair to 
the riches of a king. But I cannot help givin<^ it as 
my opinion, that Licinia's hair flowed in natural ring- 
lets, without being tortured by irons, or confined by 
innumerable pins. Yet though I have seen with pa- 
tience the cap diminishing to the size of a patch, I 
have not with the same unconcern observed the patch 
enlarging itself to the size of a rap. It is with great 
sorrow that I already see it in possession of that beau^ 
tiful mass of blood which borders upon the eye . Should 
it encrease on the side of that exquisite feature, wbat 
an eclipse have we to dread ! But surely it is to l»e 
hoped the ladies will not give up that place to a fas- 
ter, which the brightest jewel in the universe would 
want lustre to supply. 

I find that I am almost insensibly got upon the only 
subject which is likely to move my indignation, asd 
carry me beyond the bounds of that moderation which 
I have boasted of above. I shall therefore c<Hiclude 
this paper with offeriaig terms of composition to those 
of my fair readers, who are willing to treat with me. 
The first is, that all those young ladies, who find it 
diflficult to wean themselves from patches all at on^e, 
shall be allowed to wear them in what number, size 
and figure us they please, on «uch parts of the body 
as are, or should be, most covered from sight. The 
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second (and I shall offer no more) is, that any lady, 
-who happens to prefer the simplicity of such orna- 
ments to the glare of her jewels, shall, upon dispos- 
ing of the said jewels for the benefit of the Foundling, 
or any other hospital, be permitted to wear (by way 
of publishing her good deeds to the world) as many 
patches pn her face as she has contributed hundreds 
of pounds to so laudable a benefaction. By pursuing 
this method, the public will be benefited, and patches, 
though no ornament, will be an honour to the sex. 



No. LXXII. THURSDAY, MAY 16. 



Ke.cure& ea quae stult^ miraxis & optas. 
Disoere & audire & meliori credcr^ non Vis, 

HOR. 

IT is an; observation of the duke; jde Bof^heftwi- 
caiilt, ^* Tiiat there are many people in the^ worW wif^o 
;Vould neveir haveheen in^loye if th^y h^ad n^ver he^l*d 
talk of at." As strange as this assertion may ^pea^j 
^ere i» nothing more ^rtain, than that mankind pur- 
sue with much greater ardour,, what they are talked 
into an admiratioti of, thaji w;h;at they are prompted 
to by natural passions i nay, so great is the infatua- 
tion, that we frequently see them relinquishing real 
:>gratifications, for the sake of following ideal notions, 
or. the accidental mode of thinking of the present 
tinaes. 

The story of the princess Parizade, in the Arabian 
Tales, is a proper iUustradon of wha,t I have here 
advanced. I shall give my readers a short abstract 
of this story, as ix may furnish matter for reflection* 
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and a very useful moral, to such of them as regulate 
their whole conduct, and even their desires by fashion. 

This princess, the happiest as well as most beauti- 
iul of her sex, lived with her two beloved brothers in 
a splendid palace, situated in the midst of a delightful 
park, and the most exquisite gardens in the cast. U 
happened one day, while the princes were hunting, 
tihat an old woman came to the gate, and desired ad- 
mittance to the oratory, that she might say her pray- 
ers. The princess no sooner knew of her request 
than she granted it, giving orders to her attendantsi 
that after the good woman's prayers were ended, they 
should shew her all the apartments of the palace, and 
then bring her into the hall where she herself was 
sitting. Every thing was performed as directed j 
and the princess, having regaled her guest with some 
fruits and sweet-meats, among many other questions, 
asked her what she thought of the palace. 

" Madam," answered the old woman, " your pa- 
lace is beautiful, regular, and magnificently furnished; 
its situation is delightful, and its gardens are beyond 
compare. But yet, if you will give me leave to speak 
freely, there are three things wanting to make it per* 
feet." " My good mother," interrupted the princess 
Parizade, " what ^re those* three things? I conjure 
you in God's name to tell m^ what they are ; and if 
there be a possibility of obtaining, them, neither dif- 
ficulties nor dangers shall stop me in the attempt." 
*' Madam," replied the old woman, " the first of these 
three things is the Talking Bird, the second is the 
Singing Tree, and the third is the Yellow or Golden 
Water." " Ah, vay good mother," cried the prin- 
cess, " how much am 1 obliged to you for the know- 
ledge of these things^ ! They are no doubt the great- 
est curiosities in tiie world, and unless you can teU 
me where tiiey are to be found, I am the most un- 
happy of women." The old woman satisfied the 
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pnncess in that material point, and then took her 
Iwive. 

The story goes on to inform us, that when the two 
princes returned from hunting, they found the princess 
Parizade so wrapt up in thought, that they imagined 
some great misfortune had befallen her, which when 
tiiey had conjured her to acquaint them with, she 
only tifted up her eyes to look upon them, and then 
fixed them again upon the ground, telling them that 
nothing distmrbed her. The entreaties of the two 
princes, however, at last prevailed, and the princess 
addressed them in the following manner. 

" You have often told me, my dear brothers, and 
I have always believed, that this house, which our &- 
ther built, was complete in every thing ; but I have 
learned this day that it wants three things : these are 
the Talking Bird, the Singing Tree, and the YeUovv 
Water. An old woman has made this discovery to 
roe, and told me the place where they are to be 
found, and the way thither. Perhaps you may look 
upon these rarities as trifles; but think what you 
j^ase, I am Mly persuaded that they are absolutely 
necessary.; and whether you value them or not, I 
cannot be easy without them. 

The sequel tells us, that after the princess Parizade 
had expressed herself with this proper spirit upon the 
occasion, the brothers, in pity to her wants, went in 
pursuit of these nfcessaries, and that failing in the en- 
terprize, diey were one after another turned into stone. 
The Application of this tale is so universal, that the 
enumerating particulars is almost an unnecessary la- 
bour. The whole &shionable world are so many 
Parizades ; and things not only useless in their na- 
tures, but also ugly in themselves, from having been 
oijce termed charming by some jfashionable leaders 
of modem taste> and now become so necessary that 
nobody can do without them. 

VOL. II. K 
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But though this story happens to be told of a lady, 
the folly it particularizes is chiefly to be found in the 
other sex : I mean, in respect to the pernicious con- 
sequences attending vain and chimerical pursuitis. 

If we enter into the strictest examination of these 
idle longings in the women, we shall fkid that they 
seldom amount to any thing more than a dissipation 
of their pin-money, without any other ill consequence 
than that of turning their thoughts from some real 
good, which they actually possess, to an imaginary 
expectation. The passion for shells, old china, and 
the like, is confessedly trifling ; but it is only blame* 
Able in proportion to the anxiety with which it is pur- 
sued : but what is this in compariton of the desola- 
tion of ambition, the waste of magnificence, and the 
ruin of play ? 

Madame Montespan's coach and six mice was not 
a more idle, though it was a less mischievous folly, 
than the armies of her lover, Lewis the fourteenth. 
The ambition of that monarch to emulate the con- 
querors of antiquity ; of Cssar to rival Alexander ; 
of Alexander to resemble the hero of his darli»g 
poem, the Iliad ; the designs of Pyrrhus, and the pro- 
ject of Xerxes ; what were they but counterparts to 
a passion for a Talking Bird, the Smging Tree, and 
the Yellow Water ? 

To descend a UtUe into private life, how msmy do 
we see daily talked into a rage for building, garden- 
ing, painting, and divers otltcr expences, to the ena^ 
bai'rassing a foitune which would more than sufii- 
ciently supply the necessaries of life ? Among the 
immbers who have changed a sober plan of living 
for one of riot and excess, the greatest part have been 
converted by the arguujcnls in a drinking song* 

Thousands have taken ttie same fruitless and ex^ 
pensive journey, because they have heard that it is 
very John Trot not to have visited France, and that 
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a person who has not been abroad has seen nothing. 
I was once told by a gentleman, who had undone 
himself by keeping running-horses, that he owed his 
ruin to a strong impression macfe upon him, when a 
boy, by his fatihcr's butler^ who happened to declare 
in his hearing ^< that it was a creditable thing to keep 
good cattle; and that if he was a gentleman, he 
should take great pleasure in being"" always well 
mounted." 

But to apply our fable to the most recent instance 
of this species of infatuation : How often have we 
seen an honest country gentleman, who has lived a 
truly happy life, blessed in his family, amused with 
his farms and gardens, entertained by his own bene- 
ficence, usefully employed in the administration of 
justice, or in reconciling the differences of his litigi- 
ous neighbours^; but who being talked into an opinion 
of the great service a man might do his country, as 
well as honour to/himself, by getting into parliament, 
has g^ven up all his real enjoyments and useful occu- 
pations for this imaginary phantom, which has .ouly 
tai^ht him by experience, what he might have learned 
from example, that the family interest, as it is called, 
is too often the destruction of the family estate^ 

As to all those gentlemen who have gained their 
elections, I most sincerely wish them joy : and for 
those who have been disappointed, and who now may 
have leisure to turn their thoughts from their country 
to themselves, I beg leave to recommend to them the 
pleasures, and I may add, the duties of domestic life : 
in comparison ^of which all other advantages are no-* 
thing more than the Talking Bird, The Singing Tree# 
and the Yellow Water. 
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No. LXXIII. THURSDAY, MAY 23. 

lUe potens sui 

Laetusque degit, cui licet in diem 
Dixisse, vixi : eras vel atri 

Nube pclum Pater occupa^o, 
Vel sole puro : non tamen irritum 
Quodcunque retro est, efficiet 



HOR. 

IT was the saying of Epaminondas, upon being 
asked which of all his friends he esteemed most, that 
" they must all die before such a question could be 
answered." But if Epaminondas had lived in this 
country, and in these times, he would have known 
that the greatest heroes at their deaths, are frequent- 
ly those who have been the greatest villains in their 
lives. And yet most men are apt to think like Epa- 
minondas, and to pass their judgments upon a man's 
life from what he has said and acted in the last scene of 
it; that season bemg thought the season of sincerity, 
because dissimulation is to no purpose, and because 
the conscience finds ease in disclosing crimes which 
can no longer profit us, and which threaten us with 
destruction in the state to which we are hastening, 
unless truly confessed and repented of in this. But 
of those who die in their beds, a^ well as male&c- 
tors, I have known and heard of many debauched and 
dissolute men who have met death with the utmost 
patience and resignation ; while the pious and moral 
christian, whose life has been spent in the constant 
exercise of religion and virtue, has beheld its ap- 
proaches with confiision ; and from a consciousness 
of not having done exactly as he ought to have done 
upon every occasion, has died fearful and desponding. 
From hence it will appear that those who judge of 
men's lives by their behaviour at their deaths, will 
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be sometimes mistaken. Tiie contempt of death may 
be owing in many to insensibility ; in some to a brutal 
courage ; in othet^ to the dislike of life ; in a few to 
phik)sophy, as well as in many to a well-grounded 
hope of a happy hereafter. The jest of sir Thomas 
More upon the scaffold, who after laying his head 
upon the bkx:k, bade the executioner stay till he had 
put aside his beard, because that had committed no 
treason, was no more a proof of the goodness of his 
fife (if there had been no other voucher) than that of 
the murderer at the galk)ws, who, entreated the hang- 
man not to touch his neck with his fingers, because 
fee was ticklish. The thief for the reputation of dy- 
h^ hard, as it is called, and the philosopher, to sup- 
port the doctrine he has taught, that death is no evil, 
will rush into eternity with an affected bravery, and ^ 
ofiend Heaven rather than confess th?ir apprehensions 
of dissolution* 

Men are sometimes hypocrites in their last mo- 
ments through pride, as they have been all their lives 
through interest ; nor will it appear strange that they 
are so : for as every man is desirous (if it can be 
done without much trouble) of leaving a good name 
behind him, he is unwilling to confess at his death 
that he has been a rogue all his life. Upon princi- 
^B Kke these have the worst of criminals gone to 
^e gallows with as much triumph and exultation, as 
the martyrs of old did to the stake for the cause of 
Heaven and religion. 

For my own part (and I hope it will not be imputed 
tome as presumption) I should think of death with 
much greater telror than I do, if I considered it as 
the final end of being. The thought of annihilation 
to one whbse Hie had not been marked with any of 
the capital vices, and whose frailties, he humbly 
hopes, aTe no more than those which are incident to 
humanity ; who has been unprofitable to his Maker 

L 2 \ 
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because he was human, and to mankind because un- 
friended by fortune; and whose connexions in this 
life have been such as to make him desirous of their 
eternal duration ; I say, to one who thus thinks, and 
who hopes he has thus lived, the thought of annihi- 
lation would make death most terrible. And yet in 
the circle of my own acquaintance, I have found a 
man of a decent life and conversation, who wished 
well to every body, and who loved and enjoyed hb 
friends, but who, through a tedious and painful ill- 
ness, had conceived sleep to be so g^at a blessing as 
to make him wish for an eternity of it ; and having 
taken pains to believe that death was such a sleep, be 
talked of it with pleasure, and within a very few hours 
of his exit, as a confirmation that he died in the opi 
nion he had professed, he wrote the following epi* 
taph upon himself, and directed it to a friend vtrkh. 
his o\\Ti hand. 

Beneath this stone, to worms a prey, 
(Himself as poor and vile as they) 
EuGENio lies, in hopes of rest, 
Who deem'd all farther hope a jest : 
Who ne'er on Fancy's wings could rise 
To heav'n-built domes above the skies ; 
Content from whence he sprung to lie. 
Nor wish'd to live, nor fear'd to die. 

I shall only observe upon the writer of this epitaph^ 
that as I belh^ve him to have been honest and sincere, 
it is but charity to hope that he is now rejoicing in his 
mistake. 

There is nothing more true in the genend, than 
that those people are the most averse to death, who 
have had the least enjoyment of life ; as on the con- 
trary, those who have enjoyed life most, have been 
the least anxious about dying. To many of my read- 
ers such an assertion as this may appear strange and 
imaccoun table : but a very little enquiry, will, I be- 
lievci convince them of the fact* 
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Men who, through necessitous circumstances, 
gloomy dispositions, or sickly habits of body, have 
ii?ed in perpetual discontent, are apt to flatter them- 
selves that. life is in arrears to them: that as their 
days have hitherto passed without enjoyment, every 
thing is to be made up to them before they come to 
die. They look upon riches, pleasure and health, to 
be blessings that never tire, and consider the possess- 
ors of them as living in a state of uninterrupted hap- 
piness, which they long to taste, and cannot bear the 
thoughts of dying before they have enjoyed. Thus 
are the miserable in love with life, and afraid of death* 
Hope still flatters them with happy days ; and death, 
that would inevitably cut off" that hope, is beheld by* 
them as the cruellest of all enemies. 

Let us cast an eye now to those in happier situa- 
tions ; to those who are contented with their lot, and 
who (if there are any such) have lived all their days 
in health, cheerfulness, and affluence. What can to- 
morrow bring to such as these that they have not 
known before, unless it be misfortune ? It is from 
this consideration that such persons are more resign- 
ed to dying. We part more easily with what we 
possess, than with our expectations of what we wish 
for : the reason of it is, that what we expect is always 
greater than what we enjoy. And hence it is that 
the enjoyment of life makes us less desirous of its 
continuance, than if it had hitherto given us nothing, 
and fed us only with expectation. 

I have waved in this place all consideration of a fu- 
ture existence, and have considered the happy and 
unhappy only in regard to this life. If we take reli- 
gion and a fliture state into the question, the happy 
here will have a thousand times stronger reasons for 
being resigned to death than the unhappy. Pain, 
sickness, and misfortune, as they do not wean us 
from a love of life, so neither do they beget in us a 
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proper iraine and temper to prepare for death. It is 
the enjoyment of life that caUe forth our gratitude to 
Him who gave it ; that opens the heart to acts of 
kindness and benevolence ; and by givbig us a taste 
here of the happiness of Heaven, excites in us a desire 
of securing it through eternity ; and by thus securing 
it, makes us ei^r to embrace it ; enabling us to re- 
sign with joy Ihe hap{Mness which is uncertain and 
Iraiporal, for that -which is without change and with- 
out end. 

I shall conclude this essay with observing, that 
those who make religbn to con^st in the contempt 
of this world and its enjoyments, are under a very 
fiital and dangerous mistake. As life is the gift of 
Heaven, it is religion to enjoy it. He therefore who 
can be happy in himself, and who contributes all 
that is in his power towards the happiness of others 
(and none but the virtuous can so de and so do J an- 
swers so effectually the ends of his creation, is an 
honour to his nature> and a pattern to mankind. 
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No. LXXIV. THURSDAY, MAY 30. 

Dicetur xneriti Nox quoque maeniA. 

HOR. 

I HAVE lately got a set of new correspondents ; 
and have had the favour of letters from various per- 
sons, with whom I have not the honour to be in the 
lea^ acquainted. They seem, indeed, to be of ano- 
ther order of beings, as they seldom make their ap- 
pearance till the ordinary race of mortals are asleep 
in their beds. It is astonishing to think how much 
business these people carry on in this populous city, 
at that season which nature has allotted for rest : for 
it must be owned of these children of the night, that 
they are as diligent in their several callings as those 
of the day. 

For the entertainment of my readers I shall lay 
before them the contents of some of these extraordi- 
nary dispatches: and as I look upon the watchmen, 
by virtue of their office, to have the right of prece- 
dency among these sons of darkness, I shall give them 
the preference in this paper. 

One of these gentlemen, who calls himself king of 
the night, complains of the great encrease of riots 
and disturbances which happen nightly in the streets 
of this metropolis. He commends his Majesty for 
the paternal care he has shewn his people by recom- 
mending it to his parliament to provide means of 
putting a stop to these disorders; and declares he 
will use his utmost endeavours to assist him in so 
good a work. 

Another of this venerable fraternity, who it seems 
has been lately disciplined by a set of bucks, acquaints 
me with the antiquity and dignity of his ofEce, and of 
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the high esteem in which those who watch for the 
public safety have always been held by the people. 
He complains of the insults which, in his person, has 
been offered to the dignity of magistracy, and the sa- 
credness of office ; and concludes, that as he has served 
his country faithfully in this public capacity many 
years, he intends, after the example of other great 
men, to return to his private calling of a coble r. A 
link-boy, indeed, who begs my honour would prefer 
him to the post of a watchman, does not se^m to ha^ 
so high a notion of the dignity or usefulness of that 
ancient order: for he says, if he should be so happy 
as to obtain his desire, he shall liave iK)thing to do but 
to sleep at his stand; whereas in his present calling 
he is obliged to be upon the watch all night long* 

Whether the author of the following advertisement 
is in jest or earnest, I am unable to determine : how? 
ever, at his request I have inserted it. 

^ Whereas W. Y. who lately kept the Round-house 
in the parish of ***, well known to several of the qua- 
lity, gentry, and others, is lately removed to the Knave 
of clubs in the same street ; this is to entreat all such 
gentlemen and ladies as used to honour him with theiv 
company, to continue their favours; and to assure 
them of the same civility and good usage as formerly* 

N. B. There are private rooms for those who play 
deep." 

Innumerable are the letters, cards, and messages, 
which I have received from places of the most polite 
resort. In particular I must confess my obligations 
to a venerable matron in Covent-garden, who invites 
me to spend an evening at her house, where she as- 
sures me none but people of the best fashion are ad^ 
mitted. She speaks much in my praise for my en-^- 
deavours to promote virtue : and is extremely severe 
upon the low and dirty houses of intrigue which have 
brought that part of the town into so tnuch disrepute. 
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She Adds very obligingly, in a postscript, that she has 
4 very fine creature of sisLteen, who has never seen 
company, and whom she reserves purposely for Mr. 
Fitz-Adam. 

I cannot omit to mention the honour Mr. *** has 
done me by inviting me t6 the next masquerade, and 
offering me a domino for that purpose. But as I can 
see no reason why people, whose intentions are ho- 
nest, should be ashamed to shew their faces, I have 
declined hi« invitation. His argument for the mora- 
lity of these midnight meetings, viz. " that by reduc- 
ing all mankind to a level, they teach the great and 
useful lesson against pride,'^ is, I own, ingenious; 
though I am apt to think, as mens' manners are gis- 
neraJly borrowed from their outward circumstances, 
a lady of quality, when she finds herself degraded to 
die rask of a milk-maid, may be tempted to familia- 
rities, which she never would have suffered in her ex- 
alted sphere. 

But the most extrsK>rduiary of all ihe invitations 
I have been favoured with, is from a society in St. 
Giles's. This letter is written in a fsiir hand by the 
secretary, who tells me he has* the misfortune to be 
stone blind: But I must not wonder at that, he says, 
for the most active young fellow among them is a poor 
old cripple, who plies all day long in the Mews. He 
assures me, that notwithstanding their miserable looks 
by day, I shall find them at night a set of the merri- 
est feUows in the world ; and as to drinking, wench- 
ing, gaming, and the like fashionable amusements, 
no gentlemen can go beyond them. 

I have letters by me from people of all ranks and 
conditions, giving an account of the different employ- 
ments and diversions of the night; so that, was it not 
for fear of distorbing the peace of reputable families, 
I cduld make as many pleasant discoveries as the in- 
genious author of the Devil upon Two Sticks. 
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I have the morning adventures of a noted buck, 
and the midnight rambles of a female rake. A lady, 
who writes to me from Bridges street, complains of 
the insufferable insolence of watchmen and consta- 
bles ; insomuch that she can hardly walk alotig the 
streets about her lawful occasions without being sto{>- 
pcd and questioned by these Jacks in an office. 

There is something so reasonable in lady Betty 
Moonlight's proposal, that I cannot refuse giving it 
to my readers. Her ladyship complains that her first 
sleep is constantly broke by the noise of cars, drays, 
and hackney-coaches, or by the vociferous cries ^f 
small-coal, brick-dust, kitchen-stuff, &c. She thinki 
it very hard that people of quality should be disturb- 
ed at such unseasonable hours; and therefore hopes 
that the parliament will take it into consideration. She 
proposes, that as they have already altered the year, 
an act may be passed next session to turn night into 
day ; which she observes will be more agreeable to 
their own times of doing business. 

As I have adapted the former part of this paper 
more particularly to the taste of those who frequent 
the polite circles in this town, I shall now consider 
my grave readers, and present them with the follow- 
ing composition on the same subject. 



ODE TO NIGHT. 

The busy cares of day are done; 

In yonder western cloud the sun 

Now sets, in other worlds to rise, 

And glad with light the nether skies. 
With lingering pace the parting day retires. 
And slowly leaves the mountain tops, and gilded spires. 
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Yon azure cloud, enrob'd with white, 

Stilt shoots a gleam of fainter light : 

. ' At length descends a browner shade ; 

At length the glim'iiing objects fade ; 

Till aH submit to Night's impartial rqign, 

And undistii^uish'd 4^kness covers all the plain. 

No more the ivy-crowned oak 

Resounds beneath the woodman's stroke. 

Now silence holds her solemn sway ; 

Mute is each bush, and every spray j 
Nought but the sound of munn'ring rills is heard, 
Or from the mouldering tow'r, Night's solitary bird. 

Hail, sacred hour of peaceful rest ! 

Of pow'r to charm the troubled breast ! 

By thee the captive slave obtains 

Short respite from his galling pains ; 
Nor sighs for liberty, nor native soil ; 
JJut for a while forgets his chains, and sultry toil. 

No horrors hast thou in thy train. 

No scorpion lash, no clanking chain. 

When the pale murd'rer round him spies. 

A thousand grisly forms arise. 
When shrifeks and groans arouse his palsy'd fear, 
'Tis guilt alarms his soul, and conscience wounds liis 
ear. 

The village swain whom Phillis charms, 
Whose breast the tender passion wanns, - 
Wishe? for thy all-shadowing veil. 
To tell the fsdr his tove-sick tale : 
Nor less impatient of the tedious day, 
She longs to hear his tale, and sigh her soul away- 

VOL. II. L 
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Oft by the covert of thy shade 
Leander woo'd the Thracian maid ; 
Through foaming seas his passion bore, 
Nor fear'd the ocean's thund'rkig roar. 
The conscious virgin from the sea*girt %<m*t 
Hung out the feithfol torch to g^iide ham to her bowl?. 

Oft at thy silent hour the sage • 

Pores on the fair instructive page ; 

Or, wrapt in musings deep, his soul 

Mounts active to the starry pole : 
There pleas'd to range the realms of eiidSe^s night, ' 
Numbers the stars, or marks the Comet's deviou$^gKt. 

Thine is the hour of converse sweet, 

When sprig;htly wit and reason meet 2 

Wit, the feir blossom of the mind, 

But fairer still with reason join*d. 
Such is the feast thy social hours a^&rd, 
When eloquence and Granville join the friendly boar4« 

Granville, whose pofish'd mind is fraught 
With all that Rome or Greece e'er taught ; 
' Who pleases and instructs the ear. 
When he assimies the critics chair. 
Or ftx)m th^ Stagyrite or Plato draws ' 
.The arts of civil life, the spirit of tl^ laws. 

Oh let me often thus employ 

The hour of mirth and social joy ! 

And glean from Granville's learned store 

Fair science and true wisdom's lore* 
Then will I still Implore thy longer stay. 
Nor change thy festive hours for sunshine and the d^y. 
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No-.IXXV. THURSDAY^ JUNE 6. 



1 HAVE hmtcd, more than once in the course 
of these papers^ that the present age, notwithstanding 
the vicea and follies wiih which it abounds, has the 
happiness of standing as high in my opinion as any 
age whatsoever. But it has been always the fashion^ 
to belie ve> that from the beginning, of the world to the 
present day,, men have been encreasing in wicked- 
ness :. and though we have the Bible to turn to, which 
gives us the history of mankind before the flood, and 
of the Jews after it, we have still the humility to re- 
tain this opinion, and to lament the amazing degene- 
racy of the present times. But the^ eye of a philoso- 
pher can penetrate, into this &Llse humility, and disco- 
ver it to be. mere peevishness and discontent. The 
truth is, that the present times, like our wives and our 
other possessions, are our own, and therefore we have 
no relish of them. 

Many of my readers may possibly object to these 
encomiums on the times, imagining they may tend to 
make men satisfied with what they are, instead of in- 
citing them to become what they ought to be% But 
it was always my opinion (and I believe! it to be uni- 
versally true) that men are more likely to be praised 
into virtue, than to be railed out of vice. It is a maxim 
in every body's mouth, that reputation once lost is ne- 
ver to be recovered* He -therefore to whom you give 
an ill name, will have little or no encouragement to 
endeavour at a good One, as knowing that if a charac- 
ter of in&imy is once fixed, no change of behaviour 
can have power to redeei]^ it. On the contrary, the 
man to whom you give a good name, though he should 
have merited a- bad one, win &nd in his commerce 
with} tbC' world the advantages of such a name, ai^'* 
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from conviction of those advantages be so solicitoin 
to deserve it, as to become in reality the good man 
you have called him. People .ijaay reason awfty the 
merit of such a person's behaviour if they please, by 
ascribing it solely to self-love; they may add too^if 
they chuse, (and they have my hearty Jeave) that all 
virtue M^hatsoever has its source in that pas»on : if 
this be true, (though the revealers of such. truths can- 
not be complimented on their intention to promote 
virtue) can thiere be a stronger argument for 'good-^ 
ness, than that it is necessary to our happiness? Iti$ 
said of that sagacious insect, the bee, that he extract 
honey from poison : and a mind, rightly turned may 
draw instruction even from these gentlemen. But to 
return to my subject. . . 

If people, when they are railing against the pre* 
ai^nt times, instead of asserting in the groBs that Uie^y. 
ax^e more wicked than the past, would content themr 
^Ives with pointing out what are really the. vices ttuyt 
have gathered head amongst us ; if, for instance, thef 
were to say, that luxury and gaming are at preaeBt aut 
a much higher pitch than formerly, I should be fit? 
from^G^tradicting them. These are indeed the vicea 
of the timers : but for the first of them, I am afraid w« 
must cpntent ourselves with complaints, instead of o^ 
fering at a remedy : for as luxury is always owing to 
too much wealth, Providence in its wisdom has so or- 
dered it, that in due course of time it will destroy it-> 
selfi The cure therefore of luxury is poverty j a re- 
medy, which, though we do not care to prescribe to 
ourselves, we are preparing at great pains and ex- 
pence for tlioftc that are to come after us. Of gana-* 
ing I shall only observe, that, like luxury, it will in 
time work out its own cure; and at the rate it goes 
on at present, one should imagine it cannot lattloag* 

I know, but of one evil more that seems to iiave 
gathered any degree of strength in these times, and 
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tb«t>is cormption : fdr^ as to extravagance and a love* 
of':ideQsufe| liiieludethem in the article of luxury. 
And perhaps the evil of 'corruption, as it is now prac- 
tised, may asdmkoC'palHation: for though it has been 
asserted -by certain writers upon ethics, that it is un- 
lawHal to ck> evi),^ that good may ensue, yet something 
ittny be saidftn fiivour of a candidate for a seat in par- 
HiulieBt^ who W he should be tempted to commit the 
8iwll-*vilJo£ bribing a borough or a few particulars 
itf %toQ&ty$ itift no doubt, in order to^ effect so great > 
a'gDdd as th6 preservation of the liberty, the prc^erty, 
^ bapfMSiefis, the virtue, and the religion of a whole 

^Asfts'^othei* vicesy I; believe they will bte fbxindi 
td'^adit^uiiDiigfi^ us pi5etty much in the sa'me degree • 
aa heretofore, forms only changing* Our grandfa- 
thers Med' 10> get drunk with strong beer and port; 
vi^tgetdviHiiurwith claret and'Champaign. They would 
fiii sUtmiiiimtfbitf tb < conceal their wenching ; we lie as^ 
iSbmmaiAp^ii boasting of ours. They stole slily rn 
aftfdie bftf^Inddor of a bagnio; we march in bokllyf at 
d^'fore^doo^ ^auid immediately steal out sIMy at^the 
b$idk4dooa Our- mothers weise prudes^ «heir daugh- 
l£tiw<^o(|aettesv ThQ iicst dressed iik^jm^d«i>t women^ 
sarii^)eiWp»^Weie wantons $ the last dress 4ik6 iv^tnew 
trf^tie.'toifvrR, said pdi^iapa are virtuous Tho^e tredt^^ 
ed without hanging out^a sign; these^haag^td ^n^ 
irithdut intending to treat- To be still more particu- 
lar; the abuse of power^^h^^vwo^ of patriots, the flat- 
tery of dependents, and the promises of great men, 
are I believe pretty much the same now as in forAer 
j^s. Vices that we have no relish for, we part with 
ftftfikoi6i weilil^; gii^inS up avarice for prodigalhy, 
hypbcri^^fotriprefiigaqy, and hswdnesS'^i^fty^ 

Ikitas/I hav^ instaiiced dntkbcsstay^the paHncular 
fkt»* o£fthe^^times^)itiwoxild>be 4oiiig thistft' injustice 
ifl^negkieAftd^to (teesnm^jdi&t humanity^ ^^harity,- and 
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the civilities of life, never .abounded so mix:has now. 
I must also repeatr^Kbat has already been taken notice 
of in these papers/ that our virtues receive a lustre,- 
and our vices a softening, by manners and deconnn* ' 
There is a folly indeed (for I wiH not call it a vice) ' 
with wh^h the ladies of thi^ age are particularly charg- 
ed: it is, that not only their airs and their dress, but 
even their faces are French. I wish' witii all my heart 
that I could preserve my integrity, and vindicate my 
fair country-women from this imputation'; but I am 
sorry to say it, what by travelling abroad, and by 
French milUners, mantua-makers and hair-cutters at 
home, our politest assemblies seem to be filled with 
foreigners. But how will it astonish many of my 
' readers to be told, that while they are extolling th^ 
days of good queen Bess, they are compliitieiiting ^a^ 
very reign in which these fashions were originsiSy in- 
troduced ! But because in a matter of so much con* 
sequence no man's bare word should be tsdcen, I shaH 
make good my assertion by publishing an atithendc' 
letter, written by that subtil minister Sir William 
Cecil (afterwards Lord Burleigh) to Sir Henry Nor- 
risj queen Elizabeth's ambassador at the court of 
Fraficei The letter was originally printed in the year 
sixteen hundred and sixty-three, among a collection 
of state fetters called Scrinia Ccciliaim, or JMysteries 
of Government, and is as follows* 



••.••••«••••«• 



SIR', 



" THE queen's majesty would fain have a taylor 
that had skill to make her apparel both after the French 
and Italian manner : and she thinketh that you might 
use some means to obtain some one such there as 
serveth the queen> without mentkmmg any manner of 
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request in the queen's majesty's name. First to cause 
n^ lady your wife tause some such means to get gdq^ 
as thereof knowledge might m^ come to the queen 
mother's eara, of whom the queen's majesty thinketh 
thus; that if she did understand that it were a mat- 
ter wherein her majesty might be pleasured, she 
would offer to send one to the queen's majesty : ne* 
vertheless if' it <cannot be so obtained by this indirect 
metnsy then her majesty would have you devise some 
other good means to obtain one that were skiUul. 

- .. "Yours in all truth, 

" W. Cecil." 

I shall only observe upon this letter (which I con^ 
fes&to tie a m^ter-piece for subtilty and contrivance) 
thut if by the introductioi^ and increase of French &- 
shfonsf our religipn and government are alsp in time 
to he, French (whiph mt^ny worthy patriots and elderly 
geptle]i(irome];i are in dreadful apprehension of) we ought 
DO, doubt tjO throw off all regard to the memory of 
qujeen Etizabeith, and to lament that her nupister was 
not impeached of high-treason, for advising and enr. 
couragingso pernicious an attempt against that magf^ 
n& char^ of dress, the old English I^uff and Far«> 
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Oinnt, sedificat, nmtsit quadrata rotmidis. 

Horn 

AT) tfais;jBeaaoito& ttej year^ when leveiyr mailed' 
nit^Big.^si share q£ du^t oa>the> publie^roads, iaorder 
to^fba^ 'Ml iungs' wkkftxsh fiir^ and his 'eyes ^th/nOH 
velty^I ^imtledt<» consider a. modem chacaotecy seafi<?e. 
ever touched upon before, and which hitherto has ob- 
tained no other name^frfftft the public than the general 
one of an improver. 

In fornier tinles, when the garden was made for 
fruit, the water for fish, and the paiit for venison, tJie 
8ei*vaAts presided- in-tWcir-several "departments^- ftnii 
tht l6rd of the manor and his guests had- notfakig t9 
do-birt to sit ddwft and<:ram themseKes with ttft ps^ 
dilctsof each« But since the gcJnito of fewte has>lfaou)^* 
fitto midce this island his principal: restdenoe^ and-has- 
taught us to enjoy the gifts of nature in ale^s seilsual. 
manner^ thte n*aat^ c^the pkce thinkis it'iReuc^>eitte' 
oifhhn to change the old system, to talo- aH^ under 
his- ov^care, and to see Aat every thing be of hitt' 
own tKi^hg. Alteration therefore must of ineeefisi^- b^ 
the first great principle of an improver* "W*ie» he* 
shews you a plantation, it is constantly prefaced ^witA^ 
<< Here stood a wall." If he directs your eye over an 
extent of lawn, " There," says he, " we were crowd- 
ed up with trees." The lake, you are told, was the 
spot where stood the old stables or tiie kitchen-gar* 
den; and the mount was formerly a horse-pcMod. 
When you have heard this, you are next of ail to 
know how every thing is to "be altered still farther:" 
for as the improver himself never enjoys the present 
state of things, he labours to disturb the satisfaction 
you express, by telling you that on the mount is to be 
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a building ; that the water is tx> be altered m shape, 
size, and level, and must have a cascade and a bridge ; 
that the largest trees in the plantation must be cut 
down, to give air and sunshine to shrubs and flowers 
In short, the description of what " is to be," con- 
tinues through the whcde evening of your arrival ; and 
when he has talked you to sleep, and it is evident that 
you can hear no longer, he compassionately dismisses 
you to rest, knowing that late hours are incompati- 
ble with his designs upon you in the morning. Inno- 
cent of these designs, you enjoy the quiet of your 
chamber, comforting yourself that you must have seen . 
and healed all, and that "the bitterness of improvement 
is over." Or if you are suspicious of any remaining 
fatigue, and are therefore prepared with the proper 
remonstrances and evasions, they will avail you no- 
thing a^inst an old practised improver : for the in- 
stant you have breakfasted, he proposes your taking 
a turn or two in the bowling -greep for a little fresh- 
air; to which you readily assent; and without ima- 
gining there can be any occasion for stej^ng out of 
your slippers, you advance with him to the end of the 
green, where a door in a sunk fence unes^pectedly 
opens to the pai'k. And here, as he assures you the 
grass is short, you are led through all the pleasures'* 
of unconnected variety, with this recommendation, 
that it is but a little way from the Palladian portico to 
the Gothic tower ; from the Lapland to the Chinese 
house ; or from the temple of Venua to the hermitage. 
By this time you are insensibly enticed to a great 
distance from the house ; when on a suddeh he shews 
you over the park-wall a number of labourers mend- 
ing the high-way ; and, since you are got so far, wishes 
you to go a little farther, that he may take this op^ 
portunity to give a few necessary instructions, and 
that the road may .be mended with the advaiitage of 
your opinion and concurrence* In vain do yoa pi^U 
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opj^ycfur valeh V m vain temMtttpeto t^ bini' how late: 
it is, oir holwr iWe' it ^itt \m xoi make tlve ladies waiti 
(M^iQep: in vain do jo^.try tofmaye him by streaking 
yo«K chiB> and shewing him a most persuasive l^n^h^ 
of beard, or implore his compassion on your Motocxo 
slippers, plieading that if you had expected so Icwx^ a 
Yii&h you would have put on yo«r strong shOe6..^He 
1^X0 ws that if you had apprehended a walk of half the 
difttance, he never could fiawre moyed you from your 
ea?^ chair ; and being thoroughly sensible that it witti 
not be in his power to get you so far again, is resolvedT 
to make, has advantage of the present opportunity^ ^Oi 
l^ads yo« to» every ditch that is emptyings or bmkh 
ki]% that is reeling for him; to hisbamt that is to be 
turned into, a churchy or to his farm that is to be nmde 
a<ruinf©r th«;sakje of his prospect; till at lengtl> h« 
brings youiso lato hosae, that you ai^C' obJOiged to ^i 
doiwa undressed to a. spoiled dinner with a faiaoily out? 
of humour. * 

I; renumber the good timei, when the price of ta. 
h^pnch of venison with a country friend'was only liaif ' 
an hour's, walk upon a hot terrass ; a. descent to the 
tw.Oi square, fish-ponds overgrown .with a frog-psp^.wns 
acp^epinto the hog-stye, a visit to the plgeon-»house. 
How: reasonable was this, . when compared with the 
aMc«tion.now expected from, you to the numbers of > 
te^pl^s,^ pagodasf pyramids, grottos, bridges, hermi-t. 
tagsis,- towers, caves, hot-houses, &c* &c« for which* 
the^ day is too short, and which brings you to >a, mesai^ 
fatigued and overcome with heat, denied the usual re^ 
fiee^onent of clean linen, and robbed of youra^^ietiteil 

Haeving now sufficienlily warned the visitor of rwhat 
te: is ito guard . against,' it is . but < ju^t I should give 
some few hints for thJe service of the improver, wiiooi 
iLmust always consider, (ai. little vanity exceptsed) aS: 
acting. upoaprincifdea o£ benevoknce, and from a de* 
ake{ of jgivtng pleasure* Itisithaa^vinciplsitliat^blindsc 
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wA misleaids hh ijiK%mefit, by sa^g^i^i^ to him 
that he shall find from the visitor -ttid othefis, Vfhfo 
come to see his worksr returns of tqual clviHty and 
gijod^raour. But it. will be cxpe^ent for him to 
reflect that these gentlemen do not always bring with 
d)em that desire to be pleased, which, by his ow^ 
4ispositioii, he is too apt to suppose, imd Which oat 
would think, shouki be essential to every ptirt of plea- 
sure: for exclustye <i£ that natural inoliBation^ to cen^ 
awe, which (so generally attends tiM exercise df tt^ 
pidgtoent) on these occasions, every occui^ence tjf 
the d^y will probably administer to the spleen of ttit 
tMc. l£ the weaXher be too hot, or too cold for him ; 
ifbbe winjdy or showery ; if he has slept ill the nlg^ 
before; if he is hungry or sick; if he is tired or -sore; 
if he has Isost a bet upon the road : if he kas quarti^l- 
led with his friend; if he has been rebuked by his 
wne ; or in short, if any thing has offended him^ he 
is sure to take his revenge in fuU, by finding feuk 
with every thing that was designed lor Im ^etitertaid- 
laent. In this disposition c^ mmd, there is nofMiig 
safe bfit the shady gravel walk, with the few plain' ^M 
necessary resting^laces, which leaids to the Undi^ 
guised feimr or Ae navigable river. He will be mt6 
to aUow you no postulatum* He abscflutely ^ d^^nies 
the existence of hermits, mandarins, and the whdle 
heathen system of dimities. He disputes the dntf-^ 
quity of your ruin and the genuineness of your her* 
ttkage : nay, he will descend to cavil at the bell with 
vrlaxSk the hermit is supposed to ring himself to pray- 
ers. He is so cruel as to controvert youk* supposition 
that the new-made water is a river, tiioughhe kn([>%vs 
it must have cost you an immense sunt, and that it 
covers the richest meadow-ground you are master ^f. 
He leads the company to every sunk fence which you 
chuse should be unobserved. If he suspects a build- 
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ing to be new-fixHited, he finds out a private way to 
the decayed side of it' ; happy if he can discover it to 
have been a stable or a pig-stye. His report of your 
irfacey after he has left it, is exactly of a piece with 
his behaviour while there-. He either describes it as 
a bog that will not bear a horse, or as a sand that 
cannot produce a blade of grass* If he finds in reali- 
ty neither bog nor barreniuind, his wishes supply his 
belief, and he labours to persuade himself and others 
»^ that one of these defects is the characteristic of your 
soil, but that you hate to be told of it, and always 
deny it. 

One cannot but adonirc his ingenuity in particular 
cases, where it has been judged impossible to find a 
&ult. If you lead him to a knowl of uncommon ver- 
dure, varied with the fortunate disposition of old oaks, 
commanding the most rural scenes, and, at a proper 
distance, the view of a large city, he shrugs up his 
shotilders and tells you it wants water. If your prin- 
cipal object be a lake, he will strain a point to report 
it green and stagnated ; or etee take the advantage 
of a thunder-storm to pronounce it white or yellow. 
If you have a stream, he laments the frequency of 
floods ; if a tide-river, the smell of mud at low-water. 
He detects your painted cascade, misconstrues your 
inscriptions, and puns upon your mottos. Withai 
doors he doubts if your .pictures are originals, and ex- 
presses liis apprehensions that your statues will bring 
the house dowii.: 

. As I wish iftost sii^erely to recoocile these gentle- 
men to each. .other, I shall recommend to the Im- 
prover the example of a particular friend of mine. 
It is said in Milton, that befWe the angel disclosed to 
Adam tlie prospect from the hill in Paradise, he 

purged with euphrasy and rue . 

His vi&uai nerve, for he had much to see. 
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SO this gentleman (borrowing the hint from Milton, 
but preferring a modem opthahnic) upon the arri- 
val of his visitor, takes care to purge their visual 
nerves with a sufficient quantity of champaign ; after 
which, he assures me, they never see a fault in his 
improvements. 



No. LXXVn. THURSDAY, JUNE 20. 
7b Mr. FltZ'Adam. 

SIR, 

I AM the daughter (I will not say of a gentle- 
man, but) of one, who by a constant attention to gain, 
and many hicky circumstances in life, from a very 
mean condition, arrived at the highest character of 
gentility amongst his neighbours in a part of this 
islaDd^ where farmers are almost the only and with- 
out dispute the proudest gentry. Being tolerably 
handsome, and a favourite child, I was sent very early 
to a country boarding-school ; and was allowed to 
bring from it some tendencies to elegance and polite- 
ness, rather exceeding those that are generally ac- 
^lired in such places ; and which, for want of a bet- 
ter name, I shall call a kind of half-good-breeding. 

Thus accomplished, you may imagine I soon had 
many admirers ; but being y^ung and unexperienced, 
I prudently left the choice of the happy man to my 
Other's decision ; which choice after due caution, he 
made : but though exceeding notable himself, yet hap- 
pening to engage with an old gentleman more notable, 
it is said, and I believe with tiruth, that he was outwit- 
ted.. In the holy estate of matrimony I hved a f«jw 
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years, without any thing to relieve the dimness and 
insipidity of a husband's convfefsation, but now and 
then a visit from his relations, ^d a game at cards. 

When my widowhood commenced, then opened the 
stene. And though my jointure was not equal to the 
fortune my father had paid, yet having many good 
prospects, the value of which I had learned to calcu- 
late with great accuracy, I resolved to regulate my 
conduct accordingly. 

And now it was that I engaged in the strangest 
project that ever entered a whimsical woman's head. 
It was this : to collect all the most haughty and inso- 
lent forms that I had ever heard to have been practisjed 
in the rejection of lovers ; to enter those forms in my 
pocket-book ; to get them by heart, and to use them 
occasionally as circumstances might admit : arguing 
with myself, that I should hasten the succession of 
lovers in proportion to the number of pretenders I 
baffled and discarded. 

The first who offered me his addresses in my new 
situfeition was Mr. Twist the meix:^r. He made hi^ 
visit in about two months after my husband's decease ; 
and bjpon being shewn into my parlour, really sur* 
prised me with so strange and ridiculous a figure of. 
a'niaii, that it was not without the utmost difficulty I 
was able to preserve any composure of countenance.. 
Pale, trembling, looking askance, and out of breathy 
he muttered over something hi broken words and halSf- 

sentences, about " cruel delays. ...decencies..-*.** 

boldness and," at last, " his ambition of being 

admitted my most humble servant." Fixing my eyes 
full upon him, I answered, " That I was very sorry 
he should come at so unseasonable a time ; for that 
I had no thoughts of parting with my footman : but 
if he should be out of place when 1 had a vacancy, 
and would call again, I might perhaps prefer him to 
my service." The poor man, unable to beat such a 
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shock) fell into the most violent distortions of face, 
and left me, with precipitation, to enjoy my triumph 
alone* , 

The next who honoured me with an application of 
the same kind, but without the same dismal and rue-« 
fill grimaces, was Mr. Frankly, an under officer in 
his Majesty's customs. He approached me with a 
pretty good air, and with an easy unconstrained ut- 
terance declared, " That he had long been charmed 
with the agreeableness of my person and behaviour ; 
that they had made the deepest impressions on his 
heart ; and tHat he did not despair of finding in my 
fair bosom something susceptible of the same tender 
and elegant sentiments.'* Piqued and amazed at the 
confidence of Ihe man, my memory and presence of 
mind had almost failed me : but recovering in an in- 
stant, I made him a courtesy, and assured him " That, 
though he knew it not, I was really the mistress of 
that house : but that my maid Mary was in the kit- 
chen, who would no doubt be highly, pleased with so fine 
a speech, which I hoped he had got by heart, and ' 
would be as capable of repeating to his mistress as he 
had been to me." I looked to see if my gentleman 
was not sinldng into the floor; but to my utter. con- 
fusion, he made me a low bow, and with a mos.t sigr 
nificant glance protested, ** That he was become per-». 
fectly sensible of his mistake, and that his next visit 
shoidd be to my maid ; for that it was impossible for 
Mrs. Mary to return an answer to any thing he might 
say to her, so utterly destitute of good sense and good 
manners." As soon as he was gone I had recourse 
to my pocket-book, crossed out my two first common- 
places, and wrote in the margin, " N. B. Too much 
alike, and not to use either of them again on any ac- 
count whatsoever." 

My third inamorato wis Mr. Smart, a young attor- 
ney, very spruce and very much a coxcomb. As he 
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Uyed in the neighbourhood^ we had a sfight acqttalnt- 
ance* One evening he came to my houses stayed 
supper, and after drinking a glass or two of wine, be- 
gan a rhapsody of nonsense about Hames, darts, kil- 
ling eyes, wounds and death. It is enough that I 
was able to comprehend his meaning ; and ^^refore 
putting on an air of seriousness and coneem, I as- 
sured him " That I was most prodigiously sorry to 
see him so flustered ; I supposed Uiat he had been 
drinking before he came to my house ; for otherwise 
it was impossible he should be disg^sed to suck a de- 
gree* I hoped it was only an accidental thing, said 
that he would take care not to contract habits so ex- 
tremely prejudicial to his character and complexion." 
He looked so tame and foolish, that for the life of me 
I could not forbear pursuing my blow ; and theretoe 
ordering my servant to light him home, I recommend- 
ed strongly to him to clear his stomach with a quart 
or two of warm' water before he went to rest: and in 
the morning I sent a card with compliments and en- 
quiries after his health ; hoping he was as well as 
could be expected after his last night's irregularity. 
He kept my man two hours, and then returned me 
the following answer^ fairly engrossed upon a clean 
queen of hearts. 

'' Mr. Smart's compliments to Mrs. G....... and 

thanks for her kind message. He shall not contend 
that he is in his sober wits: no, he is proud to own 
liimself drunk with the large draughts of love he has 
drawn from her bright eyes.'*. 

This I thought was pretty enough; I therefore put 
the card between the proper pages in my book, and 
under the common-pjace to which it related, wrote, 
" Memorandum. A good thing, and, may do again 
with a little variation." 

My fourth humble servant was doctor Scarfe, the 
minister of the parish. He was ceally a good sort of 
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A gentfeilHdi; and, to say the truth, I had fbr ft kmg 
tiHi€ played my artifiery directly at htm, as I i^a» 
gined inrnthoot success, but not without a most Vei^a* 
tious chag^rin at his seeming insensibility. HowtytVy 
when I least expected any such thing, I pereeited I 
had conqmered his stabbor» heart: and then 1 re* 
solved to take some revenge for the trouble it had 
cosifc me«r His advice and assistance, which were use- 
ful to. me in tbe.management.of my affairs, gave Mm 
a claim to^a mmre frequent and feimiliar reception than 
I Tciuchsaled tOt any other male visitant. One day, 
upon my thanking him in civil terms for a considera* 
hie service he^hud done me, he hastily interrupted 
me ;wiiti»T** Madam, you are too obliging; I beg you to 
say^nothing more upon the subject; 'tis I am the in- 
debted petson ; iudebted for the favour bf your esteem 
and confidence 1 I. wish I could merit them : to be sfcble 
'to ;g]^e you; the least satisfaction is the highest -pk^- 
sure. of my lifev • You know in what manner I' htt^e 
traoisactedtbese little matters; pu^my zeal ahdi^h- 
cfnty ta a flobler test : allow me not casual b^ eoh- 
tiQuftl oocasbns of expressing in a tender Iray, my 
regard to your interests, my affection to y6ur person, 
"wiuch isdearevtome than afi the interest uponeart^." 
*^ Why now, doctor," says I, ** what I have long dread- 
^ed is, L&od, come to pass, I have often 'desired you 
to use more exercise, and not to sit perpetitaily por- 
ing upon bodis. The intenseness of your studies has 
impaired your understancUng, and all I can do at pre- 
sent is to advise you to go directly home, and take a 
littie something for your head. If you neglect your 
disorder, you will soon be subject to more violent rav- 
ings." *' Madame" he replied^ " I see you are dis- 
po$ed4o make mexTy with my pain: I did not expect 
I such treatment at your hands : but I heartily wish you 
a good night*" The deliberation with which he spoke, 
fuUy convinced me that I had lost both a lover aiK^ » 
X 2 
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fiiend: and the reflection on my folly fiBed me vnth 
shame. However^ I concealed it as veil as I could, 
and wrote in my pocket-book, under this common- 
place, N. B. ** Not to be repeated.** 

It would make a history, Mr. Fitz-Adam, instead 
of a letter, to relate all my achieyements in thb way. 
In short, my character became in time so extraordi- 
nary and formidable, that I remember to have seen 
but three lovers in the last seven years, and two of 
the three were gentlemen from Ireland. 

It is owing to this timidity in the men, that I trou- 
ble you with this letter, and desire its publication. 
They have no doubt imagined from my behaviour 
that I have made a vow against marriage : 4>ut what- 
ever my intentions may be, I can assure them I have 
made no such vow ; and if any gentleman under forty 
...... ..But I am not advertising for a husband neither^ 

yet for fear you should thi^ so, it is high time to 
take my leave, by subscribing myself, 
Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

A. G. 

I have complied with this lady's request in publish- 
ing her letter, and shall recommend to her perusal 
^e following song, which I received a few days ago 
from an unluiown correspondent. 



SONG. 



I. 
A nymph there lives, whom many a swsun 
Has sigh'd for oft, but sigh'd in vain. 
And borne the insults and disdain 
Of proud but handsome Molly. 
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Around her throng'd the wits and beaus : 
With cringeSf compliments^ and bows, ' 
And dress, and oaths, and lies, and vows, 
And strove for tovely Molly. 



II. 



The charms that deck'd this &T'rite maid 
In verse and prose were sung and said : 
(For wits will write, and beaus may read) 

O happy, happy Molly ! 
But see triumphant beauty's pride ! 
In vain was wit and nonsense try'd, 
Beaus, fops, nay jQlatterers were deny'd 

By haughty, haughty Molly. 

III. 

Too long coquetted the vain fair :' 
. Time, that ev'n beauty scorns to spare, 
Stole o'er the eyes, the cheeks, the hair 

Of silly, heedless Molly. 

Paint, powder, patches are apply'd 

No arts the sad disgrace can hide : 

The fops forsake, the wit's deride ' ' 

Their once-loved, charming Molly. 



IV. 



Unheeded now at ball or play. 

She hates the pretty, blames Uie gay..... 

Ah ! who one teilder thing will say 

To poor deserted Molly ? 
Yet sdll she ling'ring haunts the scene. 
Where, once she acted beauty's queen, 
And every simple heart had been 

The slave of tyrant Molly. * 
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At length, inth fruitless hope, worn out^ 
She qiiits the giddj youthful rout. 
And turns so monstrously deiuMitf 

No sunt was e'er like Molly. 
Yet while this solemn g^rb she wears» 
Each world by turns employs her cares ; 
And slander^ sermons, cards and praym^ 

Divide still wretched Molly. 



No. LXXVIII. THURSDAY, JUNE 27. 

Inventio similium facilis erit, si quis sibi omnes res aniinatas & 

inaaunatas frequenter ante oculos pbtest ponere j & ex 

his aliquam venari Binulitiidlnem, qu» aut omare, aut docete, 
aut apertiorem rem facere possit 

CuBso. 



To Mr. Fitz-Adam* 

SIB, 

I AM of opinion that a very pleasing method of 
instruction might be drawn from the aSnity which 
the more liberal arts and sciences have, to manners 
and behaviour. The following precepts, which are 
equally calculated to direct the young painter'^hand, 
and the young lady^s ccmduct, contain an imperfect 
specimen of the mediod I am proposing ; and which 
I am induced to communicate to Mr. Fitz-Adam, be- 
cause I am assured that fine arts, good manners, and 
the fair sesfj^tre, and ought to be, the principal care 
of TflK World. 
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It is impossible to arrive at any eminent degree of 
excellence eitlier in painting or behaviour, without a 
long course of discipline in the school of imitation. 
The character of a valuable original can never be pro- 
cured without condescending first of all to the humble 
employment of a copyist. The carte blanche of a 
youthfiil mind will be as imperfectly adorned by the 
firstrudiments of politeness, as a scholar's lesson-book 
by the first {u^inciples of design: but care and practice 
may soon correct the awkwardness of a first attempt; 
and it may be the pupiPs fault, if every new day, as 
well as every new leaf, does not produce some proof 
of amendment. But however similar the mind and 
hand may be with regard to their advances towards 
perfection, yet it is to be observed that the accom- 
ptishments of the one are much more requisite and 
important than those of the other, and that an irre- 
gular action is not so easily reformed as a negligent 
stroke. 

To resolve the whole of beauty into a fine com- 
plexion, a just symmetry of shape, and a nice regu- 
larity of features, is altogether as absurd as it would 
be to reduce all the qualifications for good painting to 
a manual skill of mixing colours for the pallet, and 
sketching out the contours of single portraits. There 
must be a certain gracefulness and uniformity in every 
part of a lady's chat^cter to make her appear amia* 
ble to a man of discernment ; just as a consistent de- 
sign and a proper combination of figures in a history- 
piece can alone recommend the painter to a critical 
observer. 

The extravagances of the prude and coquette arc 
analagous to a timid exactness and a dissolute licen- 
tiousness of style of painting. A degree of freedom, 
far beyond a cheerful affability, shall in some ladies 
be attended with many a striking charm, and affect 
one, like Paulo's daring stroke, with warmer and 
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tAore animated sentiments, than could' have been ex- 
cited by the cold and spiritless efforts of a deliberate 
l^gularity. There are others, in whom a delicate re- 
serve, bordering almost on the confines of a prudish 
shyness, shall appear extremely engaging to men of 
a nicer turn, and easily captivate all such fancies as 
are delighted with the chastised refinement of a Cor- 
rcgio's pencil. Nor do we want a third sort of ladies, 
who are endowed with an admirable talent for gain- 
ing themselves admirers by an odd affectation of ca- 
pricioiis levities, and a whimsical singularity of car- 
riage : I know several who can give as happy |m*0(^s 
of their expertness in this fsintastic art as ever Le Pi- 
per could of his excellence for grotesque representa- 
tbns, and who are qualified to trifle with as much 
success as that artist has been known to do with a 
piece of charcoal upon a wall. But it is to be observ- 
ed that these privileges are only suited to pecuKar 
characters, and can never produce any good effect, 
unless they derive their power from some inbred 
gift, and flow directly from the genuine soUrce of na-* 
tare. 

There may be as great a variety in the modes of 
right behaviour, as in the styles of good painting. 
Many pictures way be worthy* of admiration besides 
those of the most celebrated masters ; and many a 
Jady may deserve to be classed amongst the lovely, 
the petite and accomplished, though she be not a per- 
fect lady ***. It is not requisite for us to shew a ge- 
neral disregard to the examples of others, in order to 
be distinguished for something peculiar to ourselves j 
all we are t6 be cautioned against is a ridiculous imi- 
tation of such as are either inconsistent with our ge« 
nkis, or above the reach of our capacities* 

The propriety of attitude and drapery depends so 
much on characters, circumstances, and designs, that 
itbey camiot i^ell be reduced to juiy fixed ai^ deter^ 
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minate regulations. There is no one) I believe^ bul 
will readily allow that the airs and movements of an 
Italian dancer on the theatre^ must appear almost a« 
unbecoming in an English lady dancing at a ball) as 
the picture of a Venus in the antic posture of a Mer-* 
cury. Yet there can be no more danger in a lady's 
making too free a use of her limbs,, while she keeps 
clear of all hoydening and affected gestures, than there 
is of a painter's having too great a knowledge of ana<> 
tomy , so long as it is only made a secret guide to him 
in his designs* Nor can either be remarkably faulty 
in point of drapery,, provided they do but pay a due 
regard to shape, quality, and custom. 

There is so strict an agreement between iht dis- 
closing art in dress, and the carnation art in paintings 
that I believe it would be difficult to find out a fault or 
excellence in the one, that could not be paralleled 
with some corresponding beauty or defect in the other. 

There is no woman where there's no reserve, 
•And 'tis xm plenty- your poor lovers starve, 

says the witty and ingenious Dr. Young ; and it is 
very well known by all good critics and proficients in 
painting, that an uncommon share of s^U and judg* 
ment is requisite for the production of every part of 
the naked. Nor is it Jiard to assign a reason why it 
should be so ; for if it be not extremely delicate in 
texture and complexion, it will of course s^pear dis- 
gustful ; and if it be not extremely modest ki posture 
and design, it must needs be thought indecent:, where- 
as the most imperfect concealment, a covering even 
thinner than the thinnest gauze, will not only be suf- 
ficient to relieve the offended eye, but will likewise 
enable the fancy to improve into beauty every thing 
it hides. As the propriety of dress is so much more 
dependent on fashion than nature, I am cautious of 
a£^rming that a woman ought always to be mistress 
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of a pretty face, before she has the confidence to ap- 
pear m public with a bare bosoni. But allowing thi^ 
under the sanction of fashion, she may display so dis- 
tinguishing a characteristic of her sex, without dan- 
ger of incurring an immodest reputation; yet she 
cannot possibly do it without forfeiting all pretensions 
tx> discretion : for as she cannot be ignorant how the 
beauty of a new gown decreases With the frequency 
oi its aj^arance, she ought always to know how lit- 
tle vahie the men place in a privilege of surveying 
ever so pretty an object in itself, if it be constantly 
exposed to the &miliar gaze of the multitude. It is 
not natural for us to regard any thing that is held too 
ai^)arently cheap in the -estimation of the proprietor : 
and I am well satisfied that a lady cannot take a 
worse method of gaining particular admirers, than by 
making general treats. If your fidr readers, Mr. 
Fitz-Adam, will take my word for it, I can assure 
them that the men are ten times more affected with 
an accidental momentary glance, than with a design- 
ed exposure for a whole hour together. 

Upon the whole ; as Mr. Pope has shewn us that 
he could collect hints enough for the composition of 
an ingenious treatise, even from one single fragment 
in the literary lining of a band-box ; and as Leonar- 
do da Vinci has observed that the spots on an old 
mouldy wall, fonning a confused resemblance of dif- 
ferent objects, may be sufficient to supply an improv- 
ing fxncy with a fine assemblage of the most perfect 
images ; so it is to be hoped that the World may in 
the same manner be able to collect a great deal of 
instruction from these random and undigested re- 
flections of its 

Sincere admirer 

And most humble servant, 
Philogosmos* 
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P, S. It may not be improper to tell you, that I 
have been some time engaged in drawing up a system 
of rules for the ladies' dress, in order to determine 
how far personal beauty, as the work of nature, is ca- 
pable of being improved by the assistance of art. In 
these rules I shall endeavour to fix the proper stand* 
ards of decorum, and to circumscribe the authority 
of fashion within the reasonable limits of modesty 
and discretion : and as this attempt is principally cal- 
culated to reform the present nakedness of the ladies, 
I intend to publish it under the title of « Canons for 
the ToUet." 



No. LXXIX. THURSDAY, JULY 4. 

- To Mr. Fin^datn. 



YOU cannot do a greater service to the world, 
than by promoting the real happiness of the bfest part 
of it, the fair seX ; for whose use I beg you will 'pub* 
lish the following animadversions upon an error in 
education, which the good sense of the present age, 
with all its attachments to nature, has not totally era- 
dicated. The error I mean Is putting romances into 
the hands of young ladies; 'which being a sort of 
writing that abounds in characters no where to be 
found, can, at best, be but a useless employment, even 
supposing the readers of them to have neither relish 
nor understanding for superior concerns. But as this 
is by no means the case, and as the bapxHness of man- 
VOL. XI. "^ 
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kiftd is deeply interested in tbe sentii»cnts ai)4 cpri- 
4«ct of the ladips, why do we coi^ibut^ tp iti§ fiWng 
their heads with fancies, which render them incap^b)^ 
cither of enjoying or communicating that happ^e^sf 
Why do we suffer Uiose hearts, whlj:h oiAg^ to he 
8|^ropriated to the vairicMis affections of s^^l llfe^ 
to be alienated hy the mere creatures of the ioiag^a- 
loan I In ^bM>rt, why do we suffer those ivho were born 
for the puipose of living in society with me^ i^Qidned 
with passions and fraUties Uke ^eir q^A) to be bi^dup 
in daUy expectation of Irving out of it with such »eti 
as never have existed ? Believe me, Mr. FiiUrAdajQ^ 
(as much the age of nature as this is thought to be) 
I know several unmarried ladies, who in afi probabi- 
lity had been long ago good wives and good mothers, 
if their imaginations had not been early perverted 
with the chimerical ideas of romantic love, and them- 
selves cheated out of the charities (a^ Mjltpn calls 
them) and 'all the real blessings of those relations, by 
the hopes of that ideal happiness, which is no where 
to be found but in ronaaaces. 

It is a principle with such ladies, that it matters 
not if the qualities they ascribe to the heroes of these 
books be real or imaginary : upon which principle, a 
footman may as well be Uie hero ^s his master ; for 
nothing, it ^ems, is necessary to dub him suchy but 
the magic power of a lady's fancy, which cre9.tfes chi? 
meras much faster than nature can produce re^ties* 

Surely, Mr. Fit;B-Ad^m} this doctrine of ideal haj)? 
piness i^ calculated for the meridian of Qc^tainj and 
ought never to be received beyond the limits of Mpor-> 
fields. For if we should admit that the xx^Qnfvrch in 
his ceH is as happy as the monarch on his throne* 
while both their objects a^re ambition ; y.et the h^pia- 
ness of society must depend only on this reasonable- 
ness of individuals. A fsither is by this pemioious 
doctrine frequently robbed of ^ cpmfftrt be expcct- 
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ed ilk hib cfaitd ; a daughter is deprived of the protec** 
tioft and support she might otherwise have claimed 
from her father ; and society is interrupted in form- 
ing ita general system of happiness, which those re- 
lations should contribute to establish. 

These, Mr. Fitz-Adam, are almost the necessary 
consequences of reading romances : and as human 
nature is apt to be more influenced by example than 
precept, I ^all beg leave to enforce the truth of what 
I have advanced by the followiog history. 

Clarinda was the only child of a wealthy merchant, 
who placed an his happiness in the expectations of her 
merit, and the rewards of it. Nature had encouraged 
him in that expectation, by giving her a very liberal 
portion of her favours ; and he determined to improve 
it by every means which the fondness of a parent 
could suggest to him. Bui, unfortunately for Clarin- 
da, her father's good intentions were not guided by a 
judgment equally good : for it happened to her, as it 
too often does in the education of young women, that 
his endeavours were rather directed to grace her 
person, than to adorn her mind : and whatever qua- 
lifications he might wish the latter to possess, he 
seemed solicitous only of such as might recommend 
the former. Dress, dancing and music were the 
whole of her accom^dishments : and they so immo-. 
derately softened the natural eifeminacy of her mind, 
that she contracted an aversion to every kind of read- 
ing, which did not represent the same softness of 
manners. Every hour which was not appropriated 
to one oi these accomplishments, was spent in the 
ensnaring practice of reading novels and romances : 
of which Clelia was her favourite, and the hero of it 
continually in her head. 

Whilst Clarinda was thus accomplishing herself, 
the father was studying to reward the merits of his 
daughter vrith a husband suitable to her rank and for- 
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tune. Nor was he unsuccessful in his care : for "fhe- 
odore, the son of a neighbouring gentleman in thfe 
country, was chosen for this honour. But though s^ 
who knew him declared him to be worthy of it, un- 
happily forCIarinda, she alone thought otherwise. For 
notwithstanding he loved her with a sincerity hardly 
to be equalled, yet as he did not approach her in he- 
roics, nor first break his passion to her in shady 
groves, he was not the hero she expected : he neither 
bowed gracefully, moved majestically, nor sighed pa- 
thetically enough to charm a he^rt Avhich doated on 
romantic grimace : in short, he was not the hetll 
which Clelia had impressed on Clarinda's imagina- 
tion. But, what was still more unfortunate, Theo^ 
dore's valet de chambre was completely so. That 
happy hero was a Frenchman, who to an imagina- 
tion little less romantic than Clarinda's, had added all 
the fantastic levity of his country ; which happening 
first to discover itself in those very shades where sire 
used to meditate on the hero of Clelia, so captivated 
her he^rt with Monsieur Antoine the valet, that her 
imagination instantly annihilated every circumstance 
of his rank and fortune, and added every enchanting 
accomplishment to his mind and person. 

There is no resisting the impetuosity of romantic 
love. Like enthusiasm, it breaks through all the re- 
straints of hature and custom, and enables, as well as 
. animates its votaries, to execute ?ill its extravagant 
suggestions. A passion of this sublime original could 
have none of those difficulties in discoveiing itself to 
its subject, which are apt to oppose the rash wills pf 
vulgar mortals : and therefore it was not long before 
Clarinda gave Antonio (for so she chose to soften the 
unharmonious name of Antoine) to understand, that 
love, like death, levelled all distinctions of birth and 
fortune, and introduced the lowest and highest into 
Elysium together. 
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A^toituo, vho had been almost as conversant with 
romances as darinda, receired the first intimations 
ef the lady's passion for him with a transport that 
had less surpri^ than joy in it ; and from the first 
discovery of it, there^ -arose an intercourse between 
them) which entirely defeated the pretensions of The- 
odore, and confirmed Clarinda's passion for his valet. 

But as much a hero as Antonio appeared to be both 
to Clarinda and himself during the first part of tlus 
tender mtercourse, in the progress of it he discover- 
ed that he wanted one principal ingredient in the com- 
position x>f that ideal character : he had not courage 
enough to be a martyr. For though he doated on 
Clarmda's person, whUst her fortune was annexed to 
it, yet he could hot bring himself to starve with an 
angel : and this he soon perceived must be his fate, 
if he possessed the one without the other. Such a 
disappointment from a hero to a Dido, or to any wo- 
man who expected a natural gratification of her pas- 
sion, would have excited resentment and aversion* 
This would have been nature, which romantic love 
has no knowledge of: it never changes any of those 
ideas with which it first captivates a fantastic heart: 
Uierefore Clarinda, though she most patiietically la- 
ments her disappointment in Antonio, yet charged it 
.all upon her stars, and accused only them and the 
gpds of cruelty. Her father at the same time declar- 
ed hia resolution to disinherit her, if she persisted in 
her folly : and the more efiectuaUy to prevent it, he 
bnbed Antonio to leave England ; which so inflamed 
Ciarinda's passion (who considered him as banished' 
wi her account) that she made a solemn vow never to 
laarry ajiy other man. 

. To conclude ; the consequence of this vow was, 
that the faUier settied an annuity on his daughter, and 
entailed his estate on his next kindred. This annuity 
she stiU lives to enjoy ; and in the' fifty-fifth year of 
K 2 
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ber age prefers the visionary hap^i^ss of ] 
Clelia and thinking on her Antonio, to the real blc»- 
sings of those social relations, which in all probabiii^ 
she had enjoyed through liie, if she had never been a 
reader of romances. 

I am, &c* 



No. LXXX. THURSDAY, JULY U. 

To Mr. Fitz^Adanu 



FROM the indulgence you have so often shewn 
to the productions of female correspondents, I am en- 
couraged to hope that you will not refuse this efHStle 
a place in your paper. 

You must know, sir^ that with a tolerable person, a 
very good fortune, and lovers in abundance, I have » 
partit ular humour to live and die a maid. This waf 
of thinking, I protest, does not arise from disaj^xxnt-^ 
ed love, but, on the contrary, from my never having 
seen any one man who has been possessed of those ac* 
compUshments which I think necessary for ahusband» 

You will imagine, perhaps^, that I hardly know my*- 
self what sort of a man I would have ; but to con- 
vince you of the contrary, I am going to give you a 
description of one, whom, notwithstanding my pre- 
sent humour, I would willingly marry, and reward 
with a fortune of ten thousand pounds. Such a de« 
claration as tliis, while there are so many fortune* 
hunters> witty spariis, pretty fellows, and grave wi» 
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dowers about town, ^iQ tmdoubtedlf ttrice aome hoiw 
dreds with a flattering hope that I am easily to be 
carried off; but to silence their pretenaions all at 
oDce, here follows the description of the only nuin in 
the world that I will consent to marry ; and whom I 
shall beg leave to entitle 

THE MAID'S HUSBJJVD. 

Notwithstanding it is a fatal maxim among womeuf 
** To please the eye, though they torment the heart,'* 
yet I am so far an advocate for pleasing the eye, that 
the man I have an idea of, must have a person grace- 
ful and engaging. The features of his £Eu:e, must be 
regular; and though regular, agreeable; which as 
yet I hardly remember to have seen, having generally 
observed that where nature is most exact, she is least 
engaging. His eyes must be lively, sparkling, and 
affecting, and over the whde face there must be a 
clear complexbn, health, cheerfulness and sensibility. 
His stature must be incliiung to the tall ; his motion' 
easy and genteel ; free from the short pert trip pf the 
affected beau, or the haughty tra^c step of the most 
solemn fop. His behaviour serious, but natural ; nei- 
dier too open, nor too reserved. His look, his laugh, 
his speech, and his whole manner must be just with- 
out affectation, and free without levity. 

Thus much for his person : I now come to the en- 
dowments of his mind ; without which, grace, beauty, 
and agreeableness will ayail him nothing. His genius 
must be fonciful ; his knowledge extensive. Men, as 
well as books, must have been his study. Learning, 
freedom, and gallantry, must be so blended in him, 
as to Toake him always the improving friend, the gay 
companion, and the entertaining lover. In conversa- 
tion he must say nothing with study, nor yet any 
tlung at random. His thoughts must flow from him; 
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iHkieh it BaceMaty- to ghre tfaem a gentoel turn. To 
Ihe talenu of Am mind let mt add (if I niaf be alow*' 
<d ttM dbtinctkm) the qualitiea of faift toul. He mtaat 
be genemofl widnnit pradigality ; baimiie withoat 
weakness ; just without sevei^ ; and fimd wtthoiit 
folly. To his wife he must be endearing; to hia 
children affactioiiate; to his friends warm; and to 
mankind benevolent. Nature and reason must jcun 
UMir powers, and to the opeanese of the heart add 
the ?fatiie of eco mm iy ; making him carefol wiUiout' 
aftfieei ani gMag him a kind of unconoeniedneaa 
without neglig«ice« With loire he must haT«raspect;, 
cad by a costinued comirfiaiice always win upon the 
teclitialkMi. He must tako care to retain lus ccmqueat 
by Hie means he gained ity and etemaMy look and 
gpaak with the same desires and attectionft, though- 
With greater fi^edom* 

It hai been obseriped by esperieneed people^ that 
tile soul contracts a sort of bhndness by loving ; but 
^t man I am speaking of must derive his sentim^its 
fhym reason ) and the passion^ which in others is look- 
od ott as the mark of IbUy^ be in him the true e&ct 
of jtidgmenu 

To these qualities I must add that charm which is 
to be considered before ail the rest) though hatd to 
be met with in this tiberttne age. Religion. He must 
bt devout without superstition, and pious withoitt me- 
lani^holy : hr from that infirmity which makes men 
micharitable bigots, infusing into their hearts a mo* 
iiose contempt of the world, and an anUpathy to the 
Measures of it. He must not be such a lover of so- 
eiety as to mix With the assemblies of knaves and 
IHockheads, nor yet of an opinion that he ougl^ to re- 
tire from mankind to seek God in the horror of soli- 
tilde : on the contrary, he must think that the Ai- 
iftighty is* to be fooMd amongst men, where his goodr 



d by Google 



TBS WOSL2>« 153 

ness 18 most active, and hU proyidence tkiost enfiloyed* 
There it is that religion must enlighten^ and reaaon 
regulate his conduct, both in the cares of salvation, 
and the duties of life. 

AVith such a man, a woman must enjoy those plea- 
sures in marriage which none but fools would ridiicule* 
Her husband would be always the same, and always 
pleasing. Other wives are glad if they can now and 
then find with their husbands one agreeable hour; but 
with this a disagreeable minute will be impossible* 
On whatever occasions we should see or speak to 
each other, it must be with mutual pleasure, and as* 
sured satisfaction* 

Kow, Mr. Fitz-Adam, let your dressii^, scribbling, 
handsome young fellows, whether of the Temple, of 
the university, of the army. Or of the city, who would 
be glad of a woman of five-and-twenty, not disagree^ 
able in her person, and with ten thousand pounds in 
her pocket, read this character ; and if any one of 
them virill assert ' and prove it to belong to himself, 
my heart, hand and fortune are entirely at l)is service* 
But I believe, sir, that instead of a mie^h, I have beeix 
describing a monster of the imagination ; a thing that 
neither is, was, nor ever will be. I am therefore re- 
igned to my condition, and can think without repin- 
ing of dying a maid (and I hope an old one) since I 
am not to expect a husband to the wishes of, 
^ir, 

Your humble servant, 

Reader, and correspcmdent, 
A« B. 

Though I doubt not but my fair correspondent is 
thoroughly deserving of the husband she kno^s so 
well how to describe, yet I could have wished, for 
her own sake, as weU as for the sake of some happy 
man, that she had added a qualifying postscript ia 
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mme littt6 al3^tetA^t»: in htt demands. Whei^ g^ 
Hfeltteft buiid h6^«eS, it i* u^al #ilh fli^tti eki^ fo 
give up conveniency for a prospect, op prospect fof 
dWitfefttency. Ih ^i'd fhaBiiter should a ktdy Act in 
thft dioibe of a husbaftd ; if sbe sets he^ heart upoi 
A ftice, she should have no dislike to a coxcomb ; or tf 
(^ fttRs m lovte t^th a mind, A sloven should f^fjpear 
*lttirttiirtg: for the odds are against her, thfe the 
handsome mati is the one, and the man of knorwle<%e 
^eother. 

Exclusive of myself, I know of Ho stick chafacfef 
as the lady has described : nor dare I say a -W^ofd of 
my o#n ^fsbii And Aecdm^Kshmenfe, being unfbrtii- 
tiately near seventy, and a maf'ried m^* It has.alsd 
been hinted to me (for I scorn to deceive any body) 
that I ha:ve a small stoop in my gait, and that I am 
not quite so wefl bred upon alf Occasions as a yoimg 
fady might expect me to be* 

I am also cautious of recommending any of tJiose 
gentlemen who are daily advertising for wives in the 
public papen^ : for whether it be owing to their ex- 
treme modesty, or whether they have reaHy no other 
aecomplishmento than they usually set forth to the 
worid, their descriptions of themselves amount to no 
more, than " that they are taM, weH made, and very 
" agreeaWe; that they have heafthy constitutkms, 
^' have had liberal educations, and are of sober mo- 
<< rals." But as these descriptions are by no means 
particular en<mgh, I cannot be ceitain that the pub- 
lishers' of them will atiswer exactly the idea of The 
Maid's Husband. Besides, I have lately received let- 
ters from partkular ladies, who^ cither as principals 
•r friends, hate examined these gentlemen, whidh Kt- 
tcre Asanareme that ttiey do not at all come up to ihJ^ 
idea given of themrsebes, evea in tlrcir own modesi 
•AvtrtiBenenlVr 
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pondent, I promise her t.Q giye n^^e m Um pftpwr of 
*^ first MaM's Hu*w4 ti«bt HsiUs witbio i»,y know- 
ledge i a^sd jif she {4ea$^s liQ ^guify iv^^ejrs «jm1 wkfiA 
she wi* be i^aitud op hy jy^y flw:U gend^iwaiu h«i 
cpmiQ$^4$ s|i,al) Ue e^^ecut^d wHb .tb9 nioi^t pKSWliU-' 
aiity . ^< Or, (^ it i^ very ^miiftow^ e^iflEQHfid A 
'' m 94y«rtiseQaexvt <k:(W tefore m^} U .tbe ladflr 4a^ 
(< pot cjiuse to ^4]|)^^ iwK9(«^y for %s %»t.inMi^ 
" «^y 9«n4 9i^y other proper l^iy ^ tev yiqpjairtfg 
^ iiiH;^ tp the pibcfi f#Pf»otod»" 



N<v LXXXI, THUaspAY, lUJLy W^ 



THEfolbiwsmgkltevftoeedMiqpciQgir. Wkb 
regard to the first, it may be proper to.dbfler»e ^Mb 
the complaint contsuned in it k a very just one : of 
the secpnd.I shall aay Bolbiag until I have giyen it to 
my readers. 



SIR, 

I CAN assure you with great truth, that ymu 
are the first man I ever wrote a letter to, or wished 
to correspoKid with, except my &ther «nd my brother, 
I 9m the youngest of Uirae sifters, am not <|iLiite twen^ 
ty-one, love dresa, and Iqv/e fiishions, but canaot.caB. 
seuit to appear in the pub^c walks like a wso^mlh o£ 
U^e town.. I am sorry to ufij. it, but k is isaUy mif> 
opooion, that if the coounan poostitutes w^ce to waik 
in the. Pgrk with no other covienng than a. shift of 
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Paris net, half the young ladies of my acqumntaoice 
would come into the &shion. 

My two sisters may take it as they please, but they 
are so &r gone into the mode, that I hardly ever go 
al^road with them that we are not addressed by gen- 
tlemen who are utter strangers to us, in the most&- 
miliar (and sometimes the most indecent) terms ima- 
ginable* No longer ago than last week we were mob- 
bed in Spring-gardens, fit>m my eldest sister's having 
affhmted a coiq>le of gentlemen, who would fiedn have 
entertained us with a g^ss of wine at the Cardigan. 
For my ovm part, I tell them both very frankly, that 
wbile they endeavour to kxd^ like women of the town, it 
is a great mistake in them to be above their business* 

Pray, Mr* Fitz-Adam, fiEtvour us vrith a World 
upon ^is subject; for as the youngest sister, my opi- 
nion goes for nothing; and besides, I want to have 
them mortified a little : for they neither love nor es- 
teem me, because I am said to be handsomer than 
they» and am better received by all t>ur relations and 
acquaintance* 

I am, sir. 

Your humble servant, 

Sarah Mbanwell* 



SIR, 

I AM a very good-hearted, honest girl ; but 
from my situation in lUe, I am afraid people think me 
otherwise* It is my unhapinness that from too high 
a birth, and too low a fortune, I am obliged to live 
constantly with the great; and, to tell you the truth, 
I am really handsomer than most of the women I mix 
with* From this circumstance I am looked upon with 
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enyy by many of my acquaintance ; but indeed, siri 
'when you know my heart, you will rather think me 
an object of pity. 

Though I have the best spirits in the world, and 
am as gay as innocence will suffer me to be, I am 
called a queer creature by the men, and a pmde by 
the women. And all this for what? Truly, because 
I have more modesty than the company I keep. And 
yet so prevailing is example, and so necessary to a 
dependent state are good-humour and compliance, 
that I have not been able at all times to be quite as 
modest as I should be. t do not mean that I have 
been downright wicked, or that I ever wished to be 
so ; but if my grandmother was to rise from the grave, 
and to be witness to the sentiments I have drank, and 
the^ romps I have played, she would certainly box 
my ears, and call me by a name too coarse for me to 
mention. 

If you are an old man, Mr. Fitz-Adam, you will 
hardly understand me ; and as I am a young woman, 
I dare not come to a particular explanation. But if 
you will be so kind as to convince the people of fa- 
shion that decency is a virtue, it would save me from 
many a rent in my deaths, and make my evenings at 
home, as well as my parties abroad, much pleasanter 
to me. 

I think I may be allowed to speak a little plainer. 
iThc privilege of high birth is to do every thing you 
have a mind to do. It is a maxim with men to at- 
tempt every thing, and with the women to refuse but 
one thing. The attacks that are made upon a lady's 
honour, are considered only as compliments to her 
beauty, and she is the most flattered, who is oftenest 
insulted. Your correspondent, Mrs. Shuffle, never 
said a truer thing in her life, than that " cards were 
an asylum against the dangers of men;'' and I really 
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grow fond of routs and drums, because their designs, 
at such parties, are only against my purse. 

But if women in the most elevated situations, either 
from their own levity, or the impudence of men, are 
liable to these fashionable attacks, how must it fare 
with a poor girl, who has no fortune to awe those li- 
bertines into respect, and no example among her com- 
panions to authorize her resentment? They construe 
my very complaints into design.....*' The prude would 
take us in, would she ? She had better be one of us, 
or egad we'll blow her.".....This, with a little plainer 
swearing, and coarser threatening, has been said of 
me in my own hearing. 

What shall I do, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to five comfort- 
ably, and preserve my reputation f My fortune which 
is no more than two thousand pounds, is hardly suf- 
ficient to maintain me even in the country ; and I sec 
nothing but ruin before me, if I continue where I am. 
I have always considered the maniage state as a wo- 
man's surest happiness ; and 1 verily believe, I have 
every qualification, except money, to make it easy to 
him who chose me. But unless I transport myself 
to tlie East or West Indies for a husband, I have no 
hopes of one. I neither expect nor desire a man of 
fashion ; for a clergyman I am too poor ; a country 
squire would beat me, and an honest tradesman who 
knew my education, might imagine I should beat Afm, 
Neither of these would be my choice 2 but if you 
know of any private gentleman, who has seen enough 
of the world to despise the follies of it ; one whfo could 
support me decently, and think himself rewarded by 
love and gratitude ; who could share with me in do- 
mestic pleasures, or lend me his arm for a visit to a 
friend; who at his leisure hours would be pleased 
with my prattle, and with a look of delight could tell 
me that he was happy ;.....if you know of such a manj 
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you may honestly assure him, that though I have lived 
all my life among the great, I am as clean in my pei*-> 
son, and as modest in my inclinations, as if I had neveir 
seen good company* You may also add, and with 
equ^l truth, that, excepting a hobble in my gait, and 
a small propensity to talk loud in public, I have not 
tih« leaat tii^cture of quality about me. 
I am? sir. 

Your most humble servant, 
M. A. 

The true spirit of irony which so plainly s^ppear^ 
in this letter, must no doubt be highly pleasing to the 
polite p?krt of my readers. But as there are many 
duU people i^ the world, who h^iye no conceptions be- 
yond the literal meaning of what they read, I shaH 
subjoin a few remarks of my own, to prevent the 
aforesaid dull people from mistaking a very fine pa- 
negyric for an insolent libel against the chastest and 
most valuable part of mankind. 

This young lady seems to have formed her plan upon 
the inua»|table Dr. Swift, wlio, of all men that wrote, 
understood irony the best : and who had the happiest 
art of conveying compliment under the disguise of 
abuse. Her whoje epistle is irony ; which (as my 
sagacious friend, Mr. Nathan Bayley, in his etymolo- 
gical dictionary, defines it) is a figure in rhetoric, by 
which we speak contrary to what we think. We are 
therefore to understand by the above letter, that the 
nicc^ decorum and the most exemplary cliastity are 
the 4i^ingvushing characteristics of our young men 
ol fa^ion. That they live in a constant practice of 
aU the virtues ; and are the shining examples of tem- 
perance, modesty, and true politeness. But the sen- 
timents which are given by the ladies over a glass of 
y['m^i my <?orrespqndent very genteelly hints, that 
you^ij^ women of cqi^dition are the oi>ly persons in t^'* 
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world who can be merry and wise : that the bottle, 
which is too apt to intoxicate the vulgar, can inspire 
these ladies with the most refined ideas of men and 
things ; which ideas are poured forth in sentiments, 
that Plato, Socrates, and all the sages of antiquity 
never thought of. 

I shall only add, that the notions which mean and 
ignorant women commonly conceive of matrimony, 
are finely ridiculed in this letter. The writer very 
humorously supposes, that the domestic endearments 
of private fife are more eligible than the separate beds 
and separate pleasures of people of condition ; and 
with an archness peculiar to herself, prefers the hus- 
band who can be the companion of his wife, to the 
man of rank, who is the companion of all oUier wo* 
men. 



No. LXXXII. THURSDAY, JULY 25. 

7b Mr. FitZ'Adam. 

SIR, 

IT is a received opinion among the pofiticians, 
that the spirit of liberty can never be too active uider 
a constitution like ours. But though no lover %f his 
country would desire to weaken this principle, which 
has more than once preserved the nation, yet he may 
lament the unfortunate application of it, when per- 
verted to countenance party violence, and opposition 
to the most innocent measures of the legislature. 
The clamour agamst the alteration of the style seem-. 
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^ to be one of &e$& instances. The alarm waa 
giveo^ w^d the most fatal consequences to oui* religion 
aad government were immediately apprehended from 
)U This opinion g^^ered strength in its course, and 
received a tincture from the remains of superstition 
^U prevailing m the counties most remote from town. 
I know several worthy gentlemen in the west, who 
lived many mxMJtha under the daily apprehensicxi of 
some dreadful visitation from pestijeaice or famine. 
The vulgar were almost every where persuaded that 
naJture gave evident tokens of her disapproving these 
innovations. I do not indeed recollect that any blaz- 
ing stars were seen to appear upon this occasion, or 
that armies were observed to be encountering in tlie 
skies ; people probably concluding that the great men 
who pretended to controulthe sun inhi^ course, would 
assume equal authority over the inferior constellations, 
and not suffer any aerml militia to assemble themselves 
in opposition to ministeriaJi ppoceedingst 

The objection to this regulation, as £i.vourlng a 
custom established among papists, was not heard in- 
deed wkb the same r^gsurd as formerly, when it actu- 
ally prevented the legislature from passing a bill of 
the same nature ; yet many a presidei^ of a corpora- 
tion cjub very eloquently harangued upon it, as intro- 
ductory to the doctrine of transubstantiation, making 
no doubt that fires would be kindled again at Smith- 
field before the conclusion of tlie year. This popular 
clamour has at last happily subsided, and shared the 
general fate of those opinions which derive their sup- 
port from imagination. 

In the present happy disposition of the nation, the 
author of the following verses may venture to intro- 
duce the complaints of an ideal personage, withoyt 
seeming to strengthen the faction of real parties, 
without forfeitij]^ his reputation as a good citizen, or 
hri^ging a sqa^idal on the political character of Mr. 
o 2 
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Fitz-Adam, by making him the pubfisher of a libel 
against the state. This ideal personage is no other 
than the Old May-Day, the only apparent sufferer 
from the present regulation. Her situation is indeed 
a little mortifying, as every lady will readily allow; 
since the train of her admirers is withdrawn from 
her at once, and their adoration transferred to a rival, 
younger than herself by at least eleven days* 
I am, sir. 

Your most humble servant, 

E.L. 



THE TEARS OF OLD MAY^DAY. 



LED by the jocund train of vernal hours 
And vernal airs, up rose the gentle May ; 

Blushing she rose, and blushing rose the flow'rs 
That sprung spontaneous in her genial ray. 

Her locks with heaven^s ambrosial dews were brigh^ 
And am'rous zephyrs fluttered on her breast : 

With ev'ry shifting gleam of morning light 
The colours shifted of her rainbow vest* 

Imperial ensigns grac*d her smiling form, 
A golden key, and golden wand she bore ; 

This charms to peace each sullen eastern storm. 
And that unlocks the summer's copious store* 

Onward in conscious majesty she came. 
The grateful honours of mankind to taste : 

To gather fairest wreaths of future £gime, 
And blend fresh triumphs with her^lories past* 
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^ain hope I No more in choral bands unite 
Her virgin vot'ries, and at early dawn, 
;red to May and Love'a mysterious rite, 
Broshthe light dew-drops* from the spangled lawxu 

To her no more Augusta'sf wealthy pride 
Pours the full tribute from Potosi's mine : 

Nor fresh-blown garlands village maids provide, 
A purer off'iing at her rustic shrine. 

No more the Maypole's verdant height around 
To valour's games th' ambitious youths advance ; 

No merry bells and tabors' sprightUer sound 
Wake the loud carol^ and the sportive dance* 

Sudden in pensive sadness droop'd her head^ 
Faint on her cheeks the blushing crimson dy'd— 

O ! chaste victorious triumphs, whither fled ? 
My maiden honours, whither gone ?" she cry'd* 

Ah ! once to £aime and bright dominion bom, 
The earth and smiling ocean saw me rise, 

With time coeval an4 the star of mom, 
The first, the fairest daughter of the skies* 

Then, when at Heav'n's pn^ific mandate spmng, 
The radiant beam of new-created day. 

Celestial harps, to airs of Uiumph strung, 
Hail'd the glad dawn, and angels call'd me May* 

Space in her empty regions heard the sound. 
And hills, and da|p6> androcks, and vallies rung; 

The sun exulted in his glorious round. 
And shouting i^nets in their courses sung* 

* AUodingto the country custom of gathering May-dew. 
t The plate gailands of London. 
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For ever i3mn I kd th^ ooHsta^t y«ar ; 

Saw Youthj ftia4 "Joyi aad Love's «nchanii»g wiles ; 
Saw the mUd Graces m my train apge^, 

Ail4 ipfeiat Beauty brighten in my snpileB. 

No Winter &^w^'d« In sweet embrace aUy'd, 
The si^r «eason9 daiM^'d th' etemal^ green » 

And Spring's retiring softness gently yy^d 
With Autumn's biuah* imd Summer's Icrfty mi^. 

Too soon, when man pFo$u>'d the blessing gHr'a, 
And Vengeance arm'd to bbt a guilty age. 

With bright A«trea to my native heaven 
I fled, and flying S9.w the deluge v%qp : 

Saw bursting clouds leclipse th^ noontide beam% 
WhiJe sounding billows from the nH>untain$ roQ'd^ 

With bitter waves polluting all my streams, 
My nectar 'd streams, that flowed (^ s^nds of gotd. 

Then vanished many a sea-girt isle and grove^ 
Their forests floating on the wat'ry plain: 

Then, fam'd for arts and laws derived from Soy^^ 
My Atalantis* sunt beneath' the main* 

No Icmger bloom'd prkn»val Eden's bow'rs. 

Nor guarding dragons watch'd th' Hesperiw steep i 

With all th^ir ^untains, fmgrant fruits and flaw'ra 
Torn &om the continent to gb^ the deep. 

No more to dwell in sylvan scenes I deign'd» 
Yet oft descending to the languid e9jrth> 

With quick'niag pow'rs the faihting muss sustaiA'd» 
And W9k'A her slumb'ring atoQ^s into birUi* 
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And cv'ry echo taught my raptur'd name, 
And every virgin breath'd her am'rous vows, 

And precious wreaths of rich immortal fame, 
Show'r'd by the Muses, crown'd my lofty brows. 

But chief in Europe and in Europe's pride, 
My Albion's favour'd realms, I rose ador'd ; 

And pour'd my wealth, to other climes deny'd, 
From Amalthea's horn with plenty stor'd. 

Ah me ! for now a younger rival claims 
My ravish'd honours, and to her belong 

My choral dances, and victorious games. 
To her my garlands and triumphal song. 

O say, what yet untasted beauties flow. 
What purer joys await her gentler reign? 

Do lilies fairer, vi'lets sweeter blow ? 
And warbles Philomel a ^fter strain ? 

Do morning suns in ruddier glory rise ? 

Does evening fan her with serener gales ? 
Do clouds drop fatness from the wealthier skiea^ 

Or wantons plenty in her happier vales ? 

Ah ! no : the blunted beams of dawning light 
Skirt the pale orient with uncertain day ; 

And Cynthia, riding on the car of night. 
Through clouds embattled &intiy wings her way. 

Pale, immature, the blighted verdure springs. 
Nor mounting juices feed the swelling flow'r ; 

Mute all the groves, nor Pliilomela sings 
When Silence listens at the midnight hour. 

Nor wonder man, that nature's bashful face. 
And op'ning charms her rude embraces fear : 

Is she not sprung from April's wayward race. 
The sickly daughter of ttC unripen'd year? 
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With show'rs and simshiBe ki her fickle eye$, 
With yellow smiles preckuming treac^h'fous peace j 

With blusheS) harh'rmg) in their thin disguise^ 
The blast&^t not on the spring's increase i 

Is this the ftdr hwested with my spoil 

By Europe's laws, and Senate's stem command ? 
Ungen'rous Europe I let me fiy thy soil. 

And waft my treasures to a gn^fid knd ; 

Again revive, on Asia's drooping shore, 

My Daphne's groves, or Lycia's ancient plain ; 

Again to Afnc's sultry sands restore 

EmboVrmg shades, and Lybian Ammon's fane z 

Or haste to northern Zembla's savage coast 
There hush to silence elemental strife j 

Brood o'er the regions of eternal frost, 

And sweH her barren womb with heat and life. 

Then Brkain*«-Here she ceas'd. Indignant grief. 
And parting pangs her &u|t'ring tongue ^pprest; 

Veil'd in an amber cloud) she sought relief^ 
And tears, and silent anguish, told the rest. 
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No. LXXXin. THURSDAY, AUGUST 1. 

3h Mr. MtZ'Admn. 

SIR, 

WHEN the studies of learaed {^ phitesoplhical 
men are employed in extending the commerce and 
improving the manufactures of their couwtry, they 
icannot be held in too high a degree of estima'tioii fey 
a trading people. 

The perfection at; which our home manufiictUf^es 
arc arrived, we impute in a great measure to the in- 
geuufty of our ordinary liandicrafts, to the industry 
of our merchants, and to the honesty and integrity 
of our trading companies. But in my humble opi- 
nion, if our natural philosophers had not kindly step^ 
ped in to the assistance of the said handicrafts and 
others, our manufactures would scarcely have been 
carried to so great a degree of excellence above those 
of the ancient as well as of the modem world. For 
by as much as we are before all other countries in 
the knowledge of natural pliilosophy, by just so much 
ure aH other countries behind us in the goodness of 
their manufactures. 

It is by the head of the philosopher that the hand of 
the mechanic is put in motion : and though the an- 
cients and a few nations of the moderns may have 
produced some good hands, yet their having made ^o 
mean a figure in trade, must be owing to 3icir want 
of philosophical heads. 

The manufeictures of glass, porcelain, and cephalic 
snuff w^ere absolutely unknown to the ancients ; and 
they had very httle knowledge in the nraking thunder 
and lightning, which our own countrymen, -from tfe^ 
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sagacity of our philosophers, and the help of electri- 
cal experiments, are now able to make in very con- 
siderable quantities, to the great honour and emolu- 
"inent of these kingdoms* 

I am not afraid of asserting, that from this manu- 
facture alone (provided it were under proper regula- 
tions, and honoured with a parliamentary encourage- 
ment) we might have it in our power to be the most 
potent, the most wealthy, and the happiest people in 
the whole universe. It would enable us to pay off our 
national debt in six months ? it would secure us fbm 
our enemies without the expence either of fleet or 
army: or we might conquer France, whenever the 
conmion people of England shall order it to be done, 
without the assistance of allies, or paying one penny 
to the land tax. These, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I think, are 
considerations which desei^e the attention of the pub- 
lic ; at least, they are considerations which have in- 
duced me to be very particular in my thoughts upon 
this valuable commodity. 

When electrical experiments were first exhibited 
to the curious, I did not hear that the professors pro- 
posed any -advantages to mankind, except that with 
the help of their curious engine, they could give a pa- 
tient a pretty smart blow on the elbow, without the 
use of any other weapon. It is true that a small crab- 
stick might have performed the operation ; but then 
it would have been effected by a method comnoon and 
vulgar* We were informed, indeed, that the electri- 
cal engine had been made use of in the cure of seve- 
ral distempers; but I do not recollect to have heard 
that they had aiw great success in that way, except 
that some very few mean people werp made blind, 
that three pr four necks were dislocated, and that a 
child of five years old was frightened into fits. But 
tliese cases not b^ing sufficiently attested, and the. 
same »ort of cures having been tolerably well perform* 



d by Google 



THE WORLD. 169 

ed by many regular bred surgeoDs and apothecaries 
in tbis XovfUf I was glad to learn that our philosophers 
bad confined all their experiments to the manufacture 
above-mentioned ; the process of which is so clear and 
easy (all the ingredients being to be found in our own 
countTfy and none of them liable to any duty) that I 
make no doubt of our being able to bring thunder and 
ligbtning to market at a much cheaper price than 
common gunpowder. 

I am informed by a friend, who for these last five 
years has applied himself wholly to electrical experi- 
inentsy that the most effectual and easy method of 
making this commodity, is by grinding a certain quan- 
tity of air between a glass bsdl and a bag of sand ; and 
when you have ground it into fire, your lightning is 
made; and then you may either bottie it up, or put it 
into casks, properly seasoned for that purpose, and 
send it to market. My friend very honestly confesses, 
that what he has hitherto made is not of a sufficient de- 
gree of strength to answer all the purposes of natural 
lightning; but he assures me that he shall very soon 
be able to effect it, and that he has already brought 
it to a very surprising degree of perfection; insomuch 
that in tiie presence of several of his neighbours, he 
has produeed a clap of thunder which blew out a can- 
dle, accompanied with a fiash of lightning which made 
an impression on a pat of butter as it stood upon the 
table* He also assures me that in warm weather he 
can shake all the pewter upon his shelf, and that he 
expects when his Uiermometer is at sixty-two degrees 
and a half, he shall be able to sour all the small-beer 
in his cellar, and break his largest pier-glass. If he 
accomplishes the two last, he flatters himself that it 
will be strong enough to kill a young child ; but he is 
obHged to de&r that experiment till his lady is brought 
to bed. 
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If die^ facts are true,, which i do not hit the 1(^1 
clotibt, we may soon see this manafiacture in a very 
fioufbhing condition. For if from a glass ball of one 
foot and a half diameter, which is th^ size of my 
friend's, we can prodilce a stifficient quantity of light- 
ning to destroy a child^ it folldH^sr that a baU of fom* 
times that diameter will kiH a man in perfect heakh 
and vigour; which must be a great advantage to the 
public, and save a considerable smn of money which 
is yearly given to apothecaries and doctors. And if 
the wheel, thus enereased in its" diameter, encreases 
tiie power; by encreashig it still farther you \trill make 
lightning enough to s];^t a church stee^« 

As for example. Suppose A, fig. the 1st. to be a 
glass ball 4672 feet diameter^ turned upon the spindk 
B, being in length 5792 feet, by the htmdle C, against 
the sand-bag a a a a, which suppose to be fixed to the 
side of Richmond-hill. The quantity of air ground 
m an hour will be equal to XX, which wiH produce 
of pure lightning, 1,694,753 tons; the force of which 
being applied to Su Bride's steeple, will make the 
crack GH,'in fig. the 2d. If this shoald not be iitfd* 
ligible to those who are unacquiunted with the matbe- 
ntttics, I will at any tihie at a day's notice attend and 
explain it to them. 

I can think of but one objection to the erectmg the 
machine above described, which is the f^reatneas of 
the expence, as being too heavy for any private per- 
son. But it/is to be hoped that some public coni|KUiy 
will undertake it, or that our governors will favour it 
with their consideration, and order it to bfe erected at 
the public expence. I, who have only the good of my 
country before me, will most readily agree to inspect 
the workmen, and see that the money shall be laid 
out with the strictest economy, without desiring a 
shilling for my trouble. 
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But lest same m^iicious per^as should suggest 
Jthat 1 am writing merely to reccHniend a job to my- 
self) I solemnly declare, that a full week before I had 
any thoughts of addressing the public by meaD» of 
your paper, I applied myself to a club of Anti-Gal- 
^cans, of which I have the honour to be an unworthy 
saemtber, and proposed in a speech that our laudable 
aociety dbould take this infant manufacture into their 
guaardianship and protection* And as we have lately 
discovered that nothing excites maiddnd to good and 
virtuous actions, so much as honourable pecuniary 
gratuities, it was unanimously agreed that the societf 
should order premiums to be given out of their public 
Stock, for the encouragement of those who should 
make experiments for the improvement of this manu- 
'iMsture ; and the following advertisement was ordered^ 
to be pub&hed. 

Cat and Fiddie Lodge^ July 21, 1754. 

J>R£S£NT, THE VICE GRAND. 

Ordered, that for the encouragement of the making 
Sunder and Lightning, the following premiums be 
given by this society, to be paid by their secretary 
witlmi twelve months after the same shall be respec- 
tively adjudged to the several claimants. 

To any person or persons who shall on or before 
Christmas-^ay next, by a clap of electrical Thunder, 
s^ompanied by a sufficient quantity of Liightning, 
:heat down and destroy the dome of St. Paul's Cathe* 
dval, 30s. 

To ditto for ditto, the Monument on Fish-street- 
liill, 15s. 

Covent-Garden Church, 7s. 6d. 

Westminster Hall in Term-time, 5s. 

Westminster Bridge, 2s. M. 
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For the first n^^ under forty, and the first woman 
with child, killediPthe said Thunder and Lightning; 
and for the first hay-rick of thirty load and upwards, 
burned and consumed, Is. each. 

When, from the above encouragement, these use- 
fiil works shall be performed, we may conclude the 
manufacture brought to perfection : and then there 
will remain a few queries most humbly to be submit- 
ted to the wisdom of the legislature. 

I. Whether when we have got a stock in hand, 
more than sufficient for our own consumption, we 
should suffer any to be exported ? 

II. What market will it be likely to meet with 
abroad ? 

And III. Whether it will be most prudent to trust 
this commodity in private hands, or in the hands of 
the ministry, the city of London, or the crown ? 

In regard to the first of these queries, I am of opi- 
nion, that we may safely venture to export whatever 
is more than sufficient for our home consumption, 
provided it be shipped on board our vessels, and in- 
sured by the French. 

As to query the second, it is not to be doubted that 
.the commodity will meet with a good foreign market. 
I have conversed with several merchants upon the 
subject, and know of two who have already received 
orders from their correspondents at Jamaica to send 
twenty tons to Barbadoes, to make a hurricane in that 
island ; and there are orders from Barbadoes to send 
more than double the quantity to Jamaica. I am also 
assured that a certain Spanish governor, who is to 
pass his accounts next spring, has offered ten thou- . 
sand pounds for a Tornado, provided it can be sent 
over before Christmas. 

The last of these queries is, I own, the most diffi- 
cult to be answered : I shall therefore submit it to 
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.ihe piiUicy wi|h only observing, thsit^s a gppd patriot, 
J ama^nstgivixig it ipto the h^an^s of the crown, frojn 
an opiuton that his present Majesty will forbid the 
use of it in his own dominions, aiid command the 
.whok of it to be 9ept abroad ^paongi^t our mpst inve- 
terate enexniQs. 

:I am, .wr, 

.Your most humble servant, 

M.D. 



IKo. LXXXIV. THURSDAY, AUGUST 8. 



I AM indebted to axorrespoodent for the fol- 
lowing allegory. The manner in .which it, is written) 
and ^e moral it contains, will be a better recom» 
xnendation of it, than any. compliment of mine. I 
. shall therefore lay it before my readers without far 
. the r- preface. 

Prosperity and Adversity, the daughters of Provi- 
dence, was sent to the house of a rich Phoenician mer- 
chant^ named Velasco, whose residence was at Tyre, 
the capital city, in that kingdom. 

Pi^sperity, the eldest, was beautiful as the mom- 

• ing, anid cheerful as the spring ; but Adversity was 
sorrowful and iUr&.voured. 

Velasco had two sons, Felix and Uranio. They 
were both bred to commerce, tho.ugh liberally edu- 
cated, and had lived together from their infancy in 
. the strictest harmony and friendship. But love, be- 
fore whom all the affections pf thg soul are as the 

• traces of a ship upon the ocean, which remain only 
46r a moment, threatened in mx evil hour to set them 

p2 
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at variance ; for both were became enamoured with 
the beauties of Prosperity. The nymph, like one of 
the daughters of men, gave encouragement to each 
by turns ; but to avoid a particular declaradon, she 
avowed a resolution never to marry, unless her sis- 
ter, from whom she said it was impossible for her to 
be long separated, was married at the same time* 

Velasco, who was no stranger to the passions of 
his sons, and who dreaded every thing from their vio- 
lence, to prevent consequences, obliged them by his 
authority to decide their pretensions by lots; each 
* previously engaging in a solemn oath to marry the 
nymph that should fell to his share. The lots were 
accordipgly drawn ; and Prosperity became the wife 
of Felix, and Adversity of Uranio. 

Soon after the celebration of these nuptials Velasco 
died, having bequeathed to his eldest son FeUx the 
house wherein he dwelt, together with the greatest 
part of his large fortune and effects. 

The husband of Prosperity was so transp6rted with 
the gay disposition and enchanting beauties of hb 
bride, that he cloathed her in gold and silver, and 
adorned her with jewels of inestimable value. He 
built a palace for her in the woods ; he turned rivers 
into his gardens, and beautified their banks with temp 
pies and pavilions. He entertained at his table the 
nobles of the land, delighting their ears with music, 
and their eyes with magnificence. But hb kindred 
he beheld as strangers, and the companions of his 
youth passed by unregarded. His brother also be- 
came hateful in his sight, and iii process of time he 
commanded the doors of his house to be shut against 
him. . . , 

But as the stream fioWs from ks channel, and 
loses itself amqng the vallie$,untess^ confined by 
banks ; so also will the current of fortune be dissipated, 
unless bounded by economy* In a few years the 
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estate of Felix was wasted by extravagance, his mer- 
chandize &iled him by neglect, and his effects were 
seized by the merciless hands of creditors. He ap- 
plied himself for support to the nobles and great men 
whom he had feasted and made presents to, but his 
voice was as the voice of a stranger, and they re* 
membered not his face. The friends whom he had 
neglected derided lum in their turn, his wife also in- 
sulted him, and turned her back upon him and fled. 
Yet was his heart so. bewitched with her sorceries, 
that he pursued her with entreaties, until, by her haste 
to abandon him, her mask fell off, and discovered to 
him a face as withered and deformed, as before it had 
appeared youthful and engaging. 

What became of him afterwards tradition does not 
relate with certjunty. It is betieved tliat he fled into 
Egypt, and lived precariously on the scanty benevo- 
lence of a few friends, who had not totally deserted 
lumi and that he died in a short time, wretched and 
an exile* 

Let us now return to Uranio, who, as we have al- 
ready observed, had been driven out of doors by his 
brother Felix. Adversity, though hateful to his heart, 
and a spectre to his eyes, was the constant attendant 
upon his steps : and to aggravate his sorrow, he re- 
ceived certain intelligence that his richest vessel was 
taken by a Sardinian pirate, that another was lost 
upon the Lybian Syrtes, and, to complete alU that the 
banker, with whom the greatest part of his ready mo- 
ney was entrusted, had deserted his creditors and re- 
tired into Sicily. Collecting therefore the small re- 
mains of his fortune, he bid adieu to Tyre, and) led by 
Adversity through unfrequented roads and £6rests 
overgrown with thickets, he came at last to a small 
village at the foot of a mountain. Here they took up 
their abode for some time ; and Adversity, in return 
for all the anxiety he had suffered, softening the s«- 
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^^lity jqf :her lopksy ^administered to hipd tl&e no^i 
^fiuthful counsel, weaning his he^rt from the immode- 
(Tatc'love of earthly things, and teaching him tp.ic- 
iTere the gods, and to place his whole trust and l^j^ 
i^ness in their gaTemment and protection. She bn- 
fiianized his. soul, roade him modest and humble, 
^ughthim ta compassionate the distresses of hb ^- 
•jbwrcrefttnres, andiocliued him to relieve them* 

<< i am sent," said she, ^ by the gods to those alone 
««vh<Hnfthey Jove : for I not only train th^m up by my #| 
.severe discipline -to future glory, but also prepare 
:them to receive with a greater relish all such mode* 
, derate enjoyments as are not inconsistent with this 
probationary state* As the spider, when assailed, 
feeeks shelter in its inmost web, so the mind which I 
.afflict, contracts its wandering .thoi^hts, and flies f^r 
happiness to itself* It .was I who raised the charac- 
(tees of Cato, ' Socrates and Timolepn to so divine^ 
zbeight, and .set them up as guides and examples to 
every future age. Prosperity, my smiling, but trea- 
-cher<»is sister, too frequently delivers those whom 
cshe has -seduced, to be scourged by her cruel follow- 
. CIS, Anguish and Despair: while Advei:sity never foils 
ito lead those who will be instructed by her, to (he 
•blissful habitation of TranquilUty and Content." 

Uranio listened to her words with great attention; 
.and as he looked earnestly on her face, the deformi- 
%ty of it seemed . insensibly to decrf;ase* By gentie 
-€legrees his aversion to her abated; and at. last, he 
'gave. himself wholly, up to her counsel and directioi^ 
She. would often repeat to him the wise m9,xini 9f t^e 
philosopher^ " That those who want theife.west things 
< approach nearest to the gods, who want nothing**' 
:She admomshed.him to turn his. eyes, to the ma^ 
<|iiou8an4s. beneath him, instead of gazing, on the fe^ 
tiM^halive in.pomp and. splendor ; and in his .address^ 
-iQ the gods, .instead of jisking iiv mb^f^..ml pop^ 
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rity, to pnij for a virtuous mind, a quiet state, an un- 
blameable life, and a death full of good hopes. 

Finding him to be every day more and more com- 
posed and resigned, though neither enamoiu*ed of her 

V face, nor delighted with her society, she at last ad- 
dressed him in the following manner. 

" As gold is purged and refined from dross by the 
fire, so is Adversity sent by Providence to try and 
improve the virtue of mortals. The end obtained, 
my task is finished ; and I now leave you, to go and 
give an account of my charge. Your brother, whose 
lot was Prosperity, and whose condition you so much 
envied, after having experienced the error of his 
chcHce, is at last released by death from the most 
wretched of lives. Happy has it been for Uranio, 
that his lot was Adversity, whom if he remembers as 
he ought, his life will be honourable, and his death 
happy." 

As she iHX)nounced these words, she vanished from 
his sight. But though her features at that moment, 
instead of inspiring their usual horror, seemed to dis- 
play a kind of languishing beauty, yet as Uranio, in 
spite of his utmost efiforts, could never prevail upon 
himself to love her, he neither regretted her depar- 
ture, nor wished for her return. But though he re- 
joiced in her absence, he treasured up her counsels 
in his heart, and grew happy by the practice of them. 
He afterwards betook lumself again to merchan- 
dize ; and having in a short time acquired a compe- 
tency sufficient for the real enjoyments of life, he re- 
treated to a little farm, which he had bought for that 
purpose, and where he determined to continue the 
remainder of his days. Here he employed his time 
in planting, gardening and husbandry, in quelling all 

' disorderly passions, and in forming his mind by the 
lesscHis of Adversity* He took great delight in a lit- 
tle cell or hermitage in his garden, which stood under 
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jEi .tuft of tneeS) «nc(RBp9fi8ed w^th eglantine and )u>- 
ney-suckles. Adjouikig to it was a cold bath, fi>rm- 
jedi>f a spring issuing from a cock, and over the door 
was written in large characters the fi[>llowing inacrjf- 
tions 

Beneath this mosS'-grown voof, -within this cell. 
Truth, Liberty, Coi^teat, and Virtue dweU. 
Say, you who dsM:e this ha{»^ place disdain^ 
What palace can display so 4iir,a traiu ? 

fie lived to ft good old a^e ; and died honourei 
^tind iamoDUbed* 



No. LXXXV. THURSDAY, AUGUST 15. 

To Mr. JPitz^dam* 



1 AM a young country bride of .eighteen (if "i 
-may call mysetf a bride, after having been married a 
•month and two days) ; and, if my husband, who e^e- 
Ty body says is the handsomest and best made m2^ 
in the county, does not flatter nie, I^m as agreeable 
as youth, health, good features, a clear skki and an ^ 
easy shape can make me. We both married for love ; 
-and I may venture to say that bo couple in the world 
'liave been hs^piet* than we. iBut alas! Mr. Fitz- 
Adam, within this week the dear man has a^^ared 
:to the unusually thoughtful and low-spirited ; and the 
iday before yesterday he came booted to me at break* 
j&st, and told me that a.sudden and xmei^cted afiair 
^had made it necessary lor him to <^toutdiat morning 
ifbr bbeatate in Beckshiie. 
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Aft I thought it my duly not f d f»^ iitfo mofe than 
he liscd a mind to tett tae^ I only l^^hed him a safe 
journey and speedy return, and sa'v^ hiin take horsey 
I amused tnyself as well as I could the first day of 
hia absence by looking into fa^oity aiffairs. The se^ 
cond day I was visited by a widow lady in the neigh* 
boarhood) who from a vai^t flow of spirits, and a par- 
ticular freedom of speech, k thought by our sobef 
country people to be a very odd kind of a lady. 
'' My dear creature !" said she, ruftning up to me 
and saluting me, << I heard you were alone, and 
thought it would be a charity to vilit the ibrsakett 
and afflicted.*' " Indeed, madam." ani^wered I wiQf 
a sigh, " I am foolislily out of spirits." " Nay," says 
^he, " my dear, I aift hit fix>mL blaming you j the ai)-» 
sence of a husband a rfionth after marriage iis as bad 
as his death vfo\M be some years h^tice/'' **ttowy 
madam," interrupted I, "do you think.**.*?" "Nay, 
nay, no grave feces," she replied^ ^* I only Mptsik for' 
tnyself. I had not been married to trtAjot Madioney 
three weeks before hfe w&s ordered aWay with his te^ 
giment to Flanders ; and I assure you that the news 
of his death four months after did liot shock me half 
so much as our first parting." " You arfe not in ear- 
nest!" cried I, with astonishment. " Why not?" 
said she. ^ But I should Imve told yoU, my dear, that he 
had lost a leg and an arm the w^ek before ; so that I 
Was quite prepared : and indeed it was always a sen<>' 
timent of mine, tliat a brave man had bettfer be dead 
than disabled. But pray," continued she, smiling 
and looking oddly with her eyes, " where is your hus- 
band, child ?" I told her, business had called hira 
* into Berkshire. " Yes, yes," says she, " we all knoW 
his business. Have you never heard of his having 
an uncle in that county ? Depend lipon itj my dear^ 
he b gone to see his uhcle." 
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I was greatly surprised at hearing of my husband'^ 
uncle, having never received the least hint from him ^ 
that he had any such relation; and of this Mrs. Mac- 
honey would give me no othet* information, thsm by 
assuring me, that to her certain knowledge he was 
gone to see his imcle. 

. A particular friend of my husband's dropped in up- 
on us at this instant, who, upon my enquiring after 
tiiis uncle, and if he had heani his friend talk of mak- 
ing him a visit, seemed to be of the widow's ojunion, 
though he coukl not take upon him to assert, tiiat he 
had ever seen him, or so much as knew in what part 
of Berkshire he lived. 

I began now to grow uneasy ; for as I had been mar- 
ried in the face of the world, and as none of my own 
relations were strangers to my husband, I thought it 
a little odd that any of his should be so to me. But 
I was soon eased of this -perplexity by being thrown 
into a greater. As I have constantly taken in your 
papers, it occurred to me all at once, that this uncle 
whom my husband was gone to visit, was no other 
than a Welch uncle, who according to the fifty-sixth 
number of The World, is one who officiates in gen- 
teel families in the capacity of a Hearer. And now 
it went to my very heart to think, that I had so tired 
my husband by my talkativeness, as to compel him 
to take a journey into Berkshire in search of a hearer. 
It is impossible to tell you what pain it gave me. Yet 
surely some allowance should be made for the prat- 
tling of a bride, who has a thousand things to say to 
a husband, which she durst not to her lover. But 
whatever excuses may be made for me, either from 
my youth, my sex, my fondness, or my love of ta&- ' 
ing, it gives me the most piercing concern to know 
that I am the sole cause of his taking this journey; 
and it is to tell him of this concern, and the ameiid- 
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nent it haft produced) that I trouble you with this let* 
ter; which if it should find him in his retreat (for The 
WoALD I am told is in almost every part of England) 
may hasten him to his home again, where he shaU 
find me for my whole life to come, the most willing 
of all hearers. 

I assure you, sir, I am not myself when I think on 
what I have done. Good Heaven! I cry twenty times 
an hour, that in the very first month of our marriage 
I should have sent the dear creature upon a visit to 
aa uncle I I would do any th^j|^ Mr. Fitz- Adam, to 
prevent the frequency of these visits : and that he may 
know more of my mind than I can have courage to 
ten him any other way, I beg your immediate publi- 
cation of this letter; which, as it cannot be an enter- 
tunment to your readers, will be a proof of your great 
good-nature, and the highest obligatioR to. 

Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

V And admirer, 

S. W. 



••••••••ft**** 



Mr. FUz-Adamy • 

YOUR attempt in your fifty-seventh paper to res- 
cue parsons, authors, and cuckolds from the contempt 
which the generality of mankind are too apt to enter- 
tain of them, was extremely generous and praise- 
worthy* It is in the triple capacity of parson, author, 
and cuckold, that I write this letter. By the will of 
,my parents I am a parson: by my own wants I am 
an author: and by the wants of my ^vife I am a cuck 
old. So that were all or either of these profession! 
in reality contemptible, as I am neither of them b] 

VOL. II* C^ 
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choicC) I ought in justice to escape the obloquy that 
attends them. 

In regard to my parents (who are now at rest in 
their graves) I acquit them of any evil intention in 
making me a parson. Of myself I can truly say, that 
my wants were so urgent, I must either have starved 
or turned author; and as to my wife, every body who 
knows her will acknowledge her wants to have been 
equally urgent, by the pains she has taken to get them 
supi^ied. 

But notwithstandin||aIl these circumstances«in my 
favour, and what is stil^more, the honour you have 
done us by espousing our cause, I do not find that I 
am one jot the better treated. As a parson, I am 
preaching every Sunday to an audience fast asleep: 
as an author, the squire of the parish, and all tlK^ 
that hunt with him, are removing their handkerchiefs 
from the pocket that is next to me as often as I sit 
down at table with them: and as a cuckold, the very 
children in the streets are taught to hold up their fin- 
gers to their foreheads, and butt at me as I pass by 
them. 

No longer ago than yesterday, I overheard my 
daughter Jenny, a girl of six years old, enquiring of 
her mother what made papa be such a cuckold ; for 
that Miss M addox, and Miss Tomlinson, and all the 
misses at school, said, that to be sure he must be a 
sad man to be such a cuckold. And two days i^o 
my little boy, who is but a year older than his sister, 
ran crying into the kitchen as I was chiding him for 
not saying his catechism, and told the maid papa had 
tossed him with his horns. A neighbour's daughter 
indeed, who is just entering into her teens, tells me 
that she should like a cuckold for a husband of all 
things, fi>r that I am so pure and good-humoured, 
nothing can be like it. To say the truth, I have 
hardly a friend in the world, out of my own family, 
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except this girl and an officer of the blues, whose 
quarters are within a few doors of us, and who often 
talks to my wife about a living which i^ in his father's 
^ilt, and which upon the death of the present incum- 
bent he assures her shall be mine. I know of no obli-* 
gations that this gentleman is under to me, except 
that he has been remarkably lucky in horse*flesh since 
his .coming into these parts; and which it is said he 
ascribes solely to his acquaintance in my family. 
But though I may now and then have given him my 
opinion, his success that waj^has been more owing 
to his own skill, than to any Judgment of mine. 

But I am running my letter into length, when I only 
intended ta tell you, that your paper upon the ihree 
orders to which I belong, though well intended, has 
&iled of iu effect : and to assure you that in conside- 
ration of the intention, as a parson, I shall pray for 
you ; as an author, I shall praise you ; and as a cuck- 
old, I shall be proud of an opportunity of making you 
acquainted with my wife. 

I am, sir, 

Your obliged and 

Most humble servant, 

T. H. 
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No. LXXXVI. ^THURSDAY, AUGUST 22. 



Turn vioUria, et 
Myrtiis, et omnis copia narium, 
Spargent oUvetis odorem, 
Fertilibus domino priori. 



Hob. 



Mr. FttZ'Mam^ 



WHEN I consider how remarkably the several 
periods, in the rise and declension of ancient states, 
have been characterized by the varying manners of 
their people, I am apt to believe, that an enquiry into 
the importance of our present taste for flowers, would 
be no very idle and uninteresting speculation. But 
as I would not willingly forestall any abler pen, on a 
subject that deserves to be considered by every patriot 
philosopher of the age, I shall endeavour to confine 
my present animadversions upon it within the narrow 
compass of my own private experience, and content 
myself with giving a short account of the motives 
which induced me to commence a florist at first, and 
of the advantages which I have since derived from the 
offices of my profession. 

It is observable, that the laws of decency and po- 
liteness are, for the most part, nothing but mere lo- 
cal institutions, very much limited in their authority, 
and very arbitrary and fluctuating in their nature ; and 
that no one who offers himself a candidate for fiune 
in matters of taste and fiELshion,can succeed in his pre- 
tensions at first, without accommodating them to the 
approbation of popular prejudice, or hold his reputa- 
tion, after he has once procured it, on any safer te- 
nure than the uncertain voice of the multitude. Now 
I must own, I imagined (and perhaps many have been 
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at much deceived in tkis point as myself) that the ve*' 
getable rirtuoso's credit was more particulai^ subject 
to this precarious dependence, and that the chief se- 
curity of its simport^ consisted only in the accidemal 
concurrence of numbers in an unaccountable and tri* 
fling poFSYHt. And it is very [Nrobable that I should ne- 
ver have been c<»iTinced of the contrary^ had I not been 
fortunately induced to purchase a small collection of 
flowers, in order to escape the odious imputation of a 
tasteless singularity. But as many a commendaWe 
acticm has becsi undeitakea at first on no better pri»> 
cipfe than the fear of shameip. which has afterwards 
been prosecuted on a more generous motive; so was 
I brought at length to improve thai collection in con>» 
sequence of my own thoroi^h conviction of its great 
importance, which was originally procured in comi^ 
ance <mly with the fiincies <)£ other people. 

Being rather of a contemplative turn, and not very 
apt to whistie away any of my vacant time, I was not 
long in discovering that the cultivation of flowers had 
in it a much finer mixture of the ^ utile dulci" than 
any other em{4oyment whatever. But before I at- 
tempt to shew in what* particular respects it is mostly 
suited to instruct and delight, I would willingly re- 
move two very cconmon objections, notwithstanding, 
as their cd>surdity is almost as evident as any thiz^ 
bekmging to them, they may be thought hardly wor- 
thy of my notice. Supposing then, that such an in- 
considerate and superficial observer of things may 
poss&ly be met with, as shidl reckon it any dispars^- 
ment to*the intrinsic value of a flower, that it is ex- 
posed to a great variety of accidents from the incle- 
mency of the weather, and perpetually subject to the 
irregular dominion of the solar influence ; it will be 
sufiE^ient to convince him of hi^ mistake, if he b not 
quite incapable of bemg convinced at all, only just to 
lemtiid lum of the uncertain condition of his own proF 
Q.2 
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peiity) and admonish him to reflect how little secure 
he is of J>eing always preserved from the oppressive 
storms^ or of enjoying the constant sunshine of for- 
tune. And if that other objection, drawn from the 
supposed vanity of regarding any thing of such a 
short duration as the bloom of a flower, be admitted 
as conclusive, it must unavoidably prove a great deal 
too much ; since it will not only hold with equal force 
against every temporal enjoyment, and all worldly 
satisfactions whatever ; but (which I must confess is 
a very shocking consideration to me) will utterly an- 
nihilate all those engaging qualities of the fair sex, 
which are most essentially necessary to recommend 
them to our love and admiration. Let me add, more- 
over, that if there be that real similitude, which the 
frequency of the allusion seems to make unquestion- 
able, between human life- and a flower ; it follows, 
that no man can pretend to a right of despising the 
one, that would be thought to p^ce any value on the 
other. 

Nothing ought to be reckoned good any farther 
than as it contributes to our happiness. The value 
we put upon any possession o)r enjoyment, is the only 
standard that can be properly applied to determine 
its real worth. Whatever therefore is best fitted to 
administer delight to any particular person, ought 
certainly to be regarded, by him at least, as the chief 
ingredient of that " simimum bonum," which, though 
it be the common end of all our endeavours, has how- 
ever been pursued by as many different means as 
there have been different men. But suppo'sing that 
-no allowances were to be made in favour of singular 
propensities ; yet he that can enlarge the sphere of 
his enjoyments, by C9ntractinc the extent of his pos- 
sessions, ought, in all reasonable construction^ to be 
deemed a much hapjuer man, than he who, under a 
foolish persuasion that he is securing to himself an 
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inexhaustible fund of delist, shall take incessant 
pains to augment those riches, and extend those ter- 
ritorieS) which) after all, will as much disqualify him 
for enjoytnent, as an unweildy corpulency of person 
would incapacitate him for expedition. And one might 
easily produce many instances of men, who by a pru- 
dent conversion of such incumbrances into flowerS) 
have received more satis&ction from the produce d[ 
a small parterre, than from the income of a large 
estate; smd found themselves as completely h^i^y 
as a Corycius, after they had once reduced their con* 
cems to the easy management of a single acre. 
. Folly may suggest what it pleases; but that alone 
oug^t to be esteemed a trifle, which is of no conse- 
quence'; whereas there is nothing in nature unwortfiy 
of a wise man's regard, because the most iniferior of 
all her productions may, in some light or another, be 
made instrumental to his improvement. 

Were we to reflect, in a proper manner, on the 
correlative importance of such objects, as may be 
thought useless and insignificant, when considered 
only with regard to themselves, we should discover a 
mediate sort of union between the widest links of 
that indefinite chain which holds together the consti- 
tuents of the universe : we should perceive that aU 
those things, which are most dissimilar in every other 
respect, do however agree in that common destina- 
tion, whereby they become so many equally impor- 
tant parts of one stupendous whole : and we should 
find as fit a place for the discovery of truth in every 
flower-garden, as in the celebrated groves of Cadmus. 

It has been firom this school that I have procured 
the best part of my philosophy ; and from this, too^ 
have I learned to improve and confirm my morals. 
The volume of nature is so full of passages above the 
explication of. human learning, that the best proof dT 
our having studied it with uncommon diligence and 
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iOGcessy must consist, diefly, in our beii^ able to 
produce from it many uncommon instances of our ig* 
Borance ; and I hare the ranity, or I should rather 
say tilie modesty^to boast, that I have discovered d^ 
ftcuities enough in .one single leaf of it, to clear up 
my understanding from the stopifyihg influence of a 
Gonceiled sufficiency, and to improve my reascm into 
a perfect diffidence of its utmost force and penetra- 
tion. Nor have I a flower in my possesion thai is 
less M>oundiag in moral instruction, than in beauty 
and sweetness. I cannot observe ^at industrious nice« 
ty with which the bee- examines into every thing that 
comes in his way, without considenng it as a reproach- 
ful admonition to myself: and if I do not coHeCt some 
useful lesson, that may support me under all 'the en- 
suing revolutions of my Hfe, from every flower that 
such an insect can extract provision from, against the 
foture exigencies of his, I am ready to place it to the 
account of my negligence, and to thii^ myself guilty 
oS the most unpai^nable foUy, in suffering Arm alone 
to profit from that, which I assume the absurd piivi* 
lege of calling my own* 

In short, there is such a close affinity between a 
proper cultivation of a flower-garden and a right dis- 
c^^ne of the mind, that it is almost impossible for 
any thoughtful person that has made any {proficiency 
m the one, to avcMd paying a due attention to the 
other. That industry and care which are so requi* 
site to cleanse a garden from aD sorts of weeda^ wifl 
natundly suggest to him how much more expedient 
it would 'be to exert the same diligence in eradicating 
aH sorts of prejudices, foHies, amd vices Brom the 
mind, where they will be as sure to prevail, without 
a great deal of care and correctitm, as common weeds , 
h% a neglected piece of ground. And as it requires 
more psuns to extirpate some weeds than others, ac- 
cording as they are more naturaHzed to the soil ; 90 . 
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those &.ults will be found the most dfficult to be si^ 
pressed) which have been of the longest growth^ sawi 
taken the deepest root, which are more predominant 
in number, and most congenial to the con^tution* 



No. LXXXVII. THURSDAY, AUGUST 39. 



THERE is no one subject that has given such> 
frequent exercise to the pens of my correspondenta 
as the behaviour of servants. Were I to have pi^ 
Ushed all the letters I have received upon it (not toi 
mention the abuses that have been sent me lor refus- 
ing to make those letters public) they would almost 
have equalled in number the letters that have been 
sent me upon aH other subjects. ^ The plague of 
servants" is the phrase in every body's moutii : yet 
bow fond we are of increasing this plague, even to 
Uie destruction of our fortunes, may be seen in almost 
every family that has any pretensions to gentility* 
But I must beg piirdon of t^ese correspondents for 
thinking a little differently from them upon this oc* 
fask>n ; or rather for taking the part of servants m 
opposition to their masters. 

Having passed the greatest part of my life in &mi- 
Ues, and being a strict (though) I hope, not an imper* 
tinent) observer of all occurrences that hai^n in 
them, I was very early of ojninion that the good or 
bad quaUties of servants were generally to be asciib* 
ed to the conduct of their masters ; and by repeated 
experienqes since, I am become so sanguine in this 
Qpinion, that when I have a mind to study any mas** 
t^r or mistress thoroughly, I observe ^tb carciOT 
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spection the particular dispositions and behaviour of 
their servants. If I find cheerfulness in their coun- 
tenances, sobriety in their manners, neatness in their 
persons, readiness in their attendance, and harmony 
among themselves, I always conclude that the mas- 
ter and mistress of such servants have hearts which 
(according to a significant expression in low life) " lie 
in the right places." On the contrary, wherever I 
see servants with suUenness or ill-nature in their looks, 
with slothfiilness in their motions, or slovenliness in 
their clothes ; or, above all, when I hear them quar- 
relling among themselves ; I conclude that they are 
copying the manners of those they serve, and that 
the master and mistiness of that house, whatever cha- 
racters they may bear in the world, are disagreeable 
in themselves, and a plague to all about them. 

By this rule I am generally able to judge with 
what degree of estimation I am received at the seve- 
ral tea-tables where I visit. I look only at the servant 
to know if I am a welcome guest to hb mistress and 
the fiimily : if he opens the door to me with a look 
of indifference, or seems slack in his attendance up- 
on me, I shorten the time of my stay^ and lessen the 
number of my visits at that house. But if he shews- 
me up stairs wi^h a good grace, or looks at me with 
attention while I am indulging an old man's fondness 
for prattling, I am as well satisfied of his mistress's 
regard for me, as if she had offered me her purse. 

The Spectator, speaking of a family of servants, 
says, *^ That instead of flying from the parts of the 
house through which their master is passing, they in- 
dustriously contrive to place themselves in his way.'* 
And I am intimate in a fiimily, where the only un- 
pleasant hours that servants know, are those in which 
the master and mistress of the house are absent. I 
have observed with great del%ht, when my friend 
and his lady have been stepping into the coach for a 
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journey of a few days, that the men and maid-aenrants 
have been crowding to the door, and with tears in 
their eyes waiting for the last kind nod, as they hare 
driven from the house* It has done my heart good, 
when in the absence of their master and mistress I 
have looked in upon these honest people, to see with 
what eagerness they have run to me, to enquire, every 
one at once, if I had heard any news of their bene- 
factors, and at what time they would return. It would 
_ be unnecessary, after what I have said of these ser- 
vants, to enter upon the character of the master and 
mistress* I shall content myself with observing, that 
if all those who have servants were of the same dispo- 
sition with the people I am speaking of, X should hardly 
have had occasion to write upon this subject. 

Seneca says of servants, << That they are a kind of 
humble friends." (Not according to the modem ac- 
ceptation of humble friends; for by such are meant 
those who are to be still more dependent on our hu- 
mours, and who, in return for precarious meat and 
drink, are to think, speak and act exactly as we would 
have them.) He goes on to observe, <^ That it is the 
part of a wise and good man to deal with his inferior 
as he would have Ms superior deal with him ; fortune 
•ha;idng no more power over servants than over their 
masters s and he that duly considers how many ser- 
vants have come to be masters, and how many mas- 
ters to be servants, will lay no great stress of argu- 
ment either upcm the one or npon the other. Some 
use their servants worse than beasts, in slavbh attend- 
ances between their drink and their lusts, as if they 
were not made of the same materials with their mas- 
ters, or to breathe the same air, or to die under the 
same conditions. It is worthy observation (continues 
he) that the most imperious masters over their own 
servants, are at the same time the most abject slaves 
to the servants of other masters. I will not distin- 



d by Google 



^9% TfLM, W0mL9. 

^uiah a serftnt hjhks office, bul by his manners: thb 
/one is the work of ^Mtune/ the other of yirtue^*' 

Thus ^ say* Senecac and indeed the wretchedr 
.tiees of servitiide is akog^ether owing to the pride of 
isuperiorfty : a pride, which if proprly exerted, woi^ 
^ippesET in niaidDg those ha]^y whom fortune has 
mnde d^sendeitt upon us for fovour and support. 
Una mdeed woukl foe die pride of msm : and I have 
ahirays considered it as the principal hairiness <^ eire^ 
ry master, that Heaven has placed him in a situation 
to make 1^ easy and comfortable to those whose lot 
It is to depend upon him for bread. 

For my owte part^ I have always been of c^Hinon 
that the master is as much obliged to the servant who 
acquits himself hi his office whh diligence and hit^ 
fulness, as the servant to the master for his indid- 
-gence* Btit in the common opinion it is otherwise : 
ai^ the performaiice of those duties which shall en- 
tire the serv&nt to a rews^ in heaven, shall be Insitf- 
fioient to procure him either a civil word, or a kind 
look front his imperious master. 

How contrary a behaviour is that of the fiunily 
fibove<«ieiitioned I If a servant has' done his duty, jbe 
4s snre to be commended for it : if, t}»x>ugh inci^iafti- 
tj or inadvertency, he has committed a foult. It Is 
passed over with good humour c or if, through care- 
lessness or design, the admonitions he receives are 
the admonitions of a Mend, who advises him, for his 
own sake, to amendment, and encourages him to set 
about it by gentleness and persuasion. It may be 
worth the mentioning, that my friend's butler was 
cured of a violent inclination to sotting, by having the 
keys of the cellar delivered to his keeping ; and that 
the housekeeper, who is one of the most thoughtful 
• and discreet matrons I know of, was one of the g^- 
diest girls alive, till the affairs of the fomily were 
thrown into her hands. 
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I do not mean to insinuate by these circinnstanoeS) 
that every drunken footman should keep the keys of 
his master's cellar, or that every madcap of a maid 
should be entrusted, by way of sobering her, with the 
management of a leimily ; I only mentioned them^ to 
^ew, that e^n vices and follies are sometimes to be 
cured by gf^ usage; and if so, how greatly may 
good qualitaes be improved by the same indulgent 
behaviour ! 

I have said in a former paper, that people sure more 
likely to be praised into good qualities, than to be 
railed out of bad ones : and I have always found, that 
to commend a servant for doing ri^t, (aiid every ser- 
vant does li^t sometimes) h^ had a much better ef- 
fect than chiding and complabiing when he has hap- 
pened to do wrong* To chensh the desire of pleas- 
ing, in a servant, you must shew him that you are 
pleased ; for what encouragement is there for his per- 
severance, unless you tell him at first that he is in 
the right way ? 

To conclude this subject : I would have servants 
considered as reasonable beings ; as those, who, 
though they have the frsdlties of men, have also their 
virtues, their affections, and feelings : that they can 
repay good offices with gratitude, smd ill ones with 
neglect ; and that they are entitled to our ^Eivour, un- 
til they have deserved our displeasure. I shall only 
add, for the information of my correspondents, that 
I shall pay no regard to the complaints that are sent 
me against bad servants, unless I am thoroughly con- 
^^nced that they come from good masters. 
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No. LXXXVin. THURSDAY, S£PT£MB£R S. 

FROM a full conviction that your eainr«fe al-^ 
ways open to the afly^tsd, I pretQtne to aend yos the 
•Cory df my distress, whkh is left to your dtsierdlson 
whetber or no it be deserving of pdblk loomtniiBera- 
tion* Previovis, however^ to what Klates innnediiitely 
to myself, be so kand us to ioaiolgie an elderly Hum, 
whose infirmity is to be talkative, and who dclghts 
in a long train of atiimadv^rsions v^oo «very kite vest- 
ing occurrence. 

At the creation of your Would your modesty sag'- 
gested that the advantages aocroiag from it might eii* 
fd)le you in due time to keep a one-horse ehoui, and 
that as soon as you Mnere in possession of this yehlcle, 
you would invite the reader to a seat in it, aad occa* 
sionaHy make the tour of t^ adjacent inftigesi. But 
whether you are esiaMed to set up this equipage «r 
not, I wouid advise you, at thb season of ^ year, to 
withdraw yom* faiudable purpose of reiirfnaRg vice in 
town, and let your endeavours be directed to oanfirm 
virtue militant in the country. Drinkittg, gaming, 
atheism, and the minor vices, which from time imme^ 
morial have more or less swai'med in our capital^ have 
been combated by the most eminent divines, moral<^ 
ists, and poets, and all to no purpose. For vay own 
pan, I cannot help looking upon almost every species 
of dissoluteness as a kind of plague x. and if I was wor- 
thy of advising the legislature, I should propose that 
a line of circumvallation might be made at the dis- 
tance of five miles all round the town, and a guard 
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appcMoted to prohibit all persons, betraying the least 
symptom of atty of tbese epidemical diseases^ from 
parsing tb^ line* Provided alway»> that in case a ra- 
dical ^ure shall he ejected on a patient or patients, 
he» 8h«>or they > on a pw>per certificate declaring them 
free from all infect}<»), may be privileged to quit those 
Qoisoine quarter?, and retire into the country. I can 
thi]^ of ¥^ other method by which the miserable ob- 
jecta that ra^ge under the several denominations of 
gam^8te«% swearers* liars, drunkards, coxcombs, fa- 
ly^QB^moiigers, &c, in either sex, may be exchtded all 
c^iPiH^nicsaiQA with those who are untainted. 

A consvierate pjsrsoa cannot pass a coxcomb in his 
Yfaflts, wlthcmt being sensibly hurt at the reflection 
^tm^ a^k ^ calamity is incident to human naturet 
Thtt^ deplprs^te creatures. are inc^^iacitated from 
eciaeeatii;^ their complaint : a primary symptom is a 
lotal ^Ffkresaieya qf every reasonaUe thought: after 
t^K there cian be no. wonder, if, when they are be- 
€Qm^ fools, they put on the habit of their order, and 
iuonti^ue to fatigue the invention of their tradesman, 
liFi^ a view to be^guile the tediousness of tim^^ 

What, Mrt Fitz-Adam, shall we say to those per-: 
fO^ wl^ will subject thexxuielves to infection by a 
communication with such wretches ? I coutd as sopn 
payaviait^ a imoi bom deaf and dumb, &r the sake 
i^f <;^v^fsation, a3 deceive myself with tlie idea of 
ifuprovemeot with one of these coxcombs. The no- 
toriety €(f the S3mapu>ma attending this disease, mak^ 
H ne^lkaa to recite them all ; a vast pomp of dress, 
an habitual coatraction of the muscles to a grin, with 
a continual incoherent kind of prattle, are so many 
chararteriatic^ of their distemper. Ajid, X fear, the 
validity of our plea would be rejected, should we urge 
thft we feM inadvertently into their company ; since 
they generally eairy Uieir beads, Uke those of posts 
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on a foot-path, sufficiently whitened, to deter even the 
most heedless from stumbling on them in the daric* 

Among the several pestilences which constitute the 
general plague, no one is of equd fatality with that of 
Fashion. Those who are seized with this phrenzy^ 
as they are the most numerous, so are they the most 
extravagant in their acdons. The Females discover 
their being tainted, by every gesticulation of a cousin 
Betty. They wear no cap, and only substitute in its 
room variety of trumpery ribbands, tied up with no 
other propriety, than the present fit shall happen to 
direct. Let your/ eye travel over the whole person^ 
and by the disposition of the dress, you will no longer 
hesitate if the imagination is disturbed. By what 
means, Mr. Fitz-Adam, except by the effects, shall 
we determine the mens sanaP And what judgment 
ought we to pass upon those crowds of females, who 
are every day tottering along the public walks upon 
peg-heels ? Nothing, surely, can be more repugnant 
to common sense, than this contrivance in the ladies 
to weaken their support, who had before too great an 
aptitude to fall. If there can be any reason ass^ned 
for so strange a conduct, it must be this, that they 
thought it necessary to diminish the base, after they 
had lightened the capital. 

It would be a downright arraignment of your sa* 
gacity to imagine that the malignant consequences 
annexed to this distemper are unnoticed by you. An 
object, whose entire mass of blood is corrupted by 
Fashion, becomes not unworthy the cognizance of 
the higher powers, as the most prejudicial Being to 
a civil society. In order to think as I do, you need 
only consider what are the evils consequential to Fa- 
shion. Are they not those of folly, pride, extrava- 
gance, gaming, and dishonesty ? Persons afflicted wjth 
this malady, are apt to imagine themselves under no 
obligation to pay their just debts ; while those con- 
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tra^ted stt 9k gaping-tabl^ ^.re to be discl^i*go4 with 
^ the punctuality of honesty* 

Theise r^fleptions, Mr, Fitz^Adfimy ar© the result 
9f a h^art^felt coTicern fpr the good of my country. 
The prospBix^s growth of every kind of iniquity 
^umot ii^i}, in the eodj of endangering her political 
health* One should be apt to believe that oi;r own 
soil was not pregnant enough with vice, while we arc 
daily adopting every exoUc folly. Our natural ene- 
tnyi even antecedent to conquest, is imposing upon us, 
00^ oidy h«r language, but her nmnner^ and dress. 
A BVperficial view of the history of old Rome wiH 
pre^^t us with every similar circumstance of cor- 
n|>tion,.,ff, ,God forbid a fi^nilar fete should oyer-: 
take us ! 

' I have hitherto suppressed an inclination tp trouble 
fou with my disapprobation of the times ; and nothing 
less thaQ ai> ogejk violation of all the laws of decency, 
good sense aud duty, ip my own ^mily, ootrfd have 
prompt^ in^ to enlarge the list of your correspond^ 
ents« I an) BOW, sir, at my paternal estate, where 
I constantly reside) unless some unavoidable occur- 
repce breaks in upon ?ny retirement, and calls me to 
iowa« In th^ yoqngest part of my days, by virtue 
^ pubSc einpfeyments, J was admitted to a pretty 
large comi|i^rce with mankind ; but en my father's 
d^eaB^) satiated with the pleasures of high life, I 
withdraw in iny forty-fii'st year to the iHace I now 
writp fFOip^ I am conscious of no very material im- 
piudenee tha^ I have b^en guilty of, except my mar- 
riage, which has shaded my visionary prospect of 
ha^i^^^ 1^^ ^^ heaviest disquietude^ Two daugh-r 
tfif^ only are the issue of this marriage ; who, thanks 
IQ the tuition of their moUier, are not wanting in any 
^ii^le accomplishm^t of nnodish education. They 
speak French before they understand £ngUsh, and 
play at cards for pounds, without knowing the valu« 
R 2 
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of a shining ; and, in a word, by a patrician disrelish 
of economy, speak themselves the incontested chil-? 
dren of sir Pope Pedigree's daughter. I forbear to 
mention the manner in which (with their mother's 
connivance) they affect to expose the obscurity of my 
family ; because I must acknowledge it to have been 
destitute of the honour of a dignified spendthrift, or an 
illustrious suicide. 

Having lived so long a voluntary exile from the 
beau monde, my maxims are exploded as quite obso- 
lete. My wife and daughters are perpetually assuring 
me that I act in no respect like any of my polite 
neighbours : I will not dispute chat they have some 
colour of truth for this assertion ; for you must be 
sensible, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that it is no easy matter for 
a man in his grand climacteric to divest himself of 
old accustomed prejudices ; and though I profess all 
imaginable deference to my great neighbours, they 
must excuse the awkward particularity I have of pay- 
ing my debts, and of obstinately persevering in goii^ 
now and then to church. Besides what I have men- 
tioned, I have the peculiar felicity of seeing, that no- 
thing which either my ancestors or I have dwie, 
within or without doors, is in the least correspondent 
with my family's taste. The garden is a devoted 
victim to their caprice : last summer they erected in 
it a Chinese temple, but* it proved too cold to be in- 
habited. In the winter, all my Christmas blocks went 
to the composition of a hermitage, which is only te- 
nanted by my girls, and the female hermits of taste 
of their acquaintance. This spring I narrowly es- 
caped the reputation of building a ruin in my park j 
but luckily as my workmen were lopping some of my 
trees, they opened, by mere accident, a prospect to 
my lord KilldoUars house, the noblest, perhaps, and 
most natural ruin extant. \ 
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It is impossible for you to conceive the instances I 
could enumerate ; but not to tire your patience by a 
long detail of grievances, I shaJl close my letter with 
observing, that I see a successi6n of them before me 
while my wife is above polluting the blood of the Pe- 
di^ees, by admitting into her composition the least 
tincture of affability ; and while my daughters are in 
a fssdr way of dying unmarried, by their polite beha- 
viour, and meretricious style of dress. If the rea- 
sonableness of my complaint should obtain the sanc- 
tion of your approbation, and be countenanced in 
The World, it will in some measure alleviate the 
afBiction of, 

Sir, 

Your constant reader and admirer.^ 



No. LXXXIX. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12. 



IT has been the. constant practice ever since I 
can remember, for people to recommend the parti- 
cular wares they deal in, by setting forth that they 
are more essentially necessary at the present time, 
than they were ever known to be in times past. The 
doctor, to recommend his Elixir for the Nerves, ad- 
dresses you with, "Never were Nervous Decays, See* 
so frequent as at present ;" The man of learning pre- 
faces his discourse upon occult qualities with, « Ne- 
ver was there so total a decay of literature as at pre- 
sent ;" and tlie divine introduces his volume of ser- 
mons with, "Never did sin and folly abound so as at 
present." 
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But though this method may be a veiy good Que, 
and may have coatnbuted greatly to^he mcrease of 
trade, I have always cox^idered- it as somewhat bor# 
dering i^on crafty and have therefore rejected itTtQ 
pursue a coutrary practice. Never waa mantdod so 
good as at present) I say again and again ; for how* 
ever unwise or unrighteous the ft^ofic of these na** 
tions may haye been two years ago, it is hardly to bf 
conceived how great^ they a^ improved in their yi»* 
derstandingsy and amend^ in their moraki by ibm 
extensive ciix^ulation of these my kicubratioiis« 

Many persons are <^ opinion (I suppose from the 
effects which they find to have been produced 19 
themselves) that every individual of my readers has 
been in some respect or other the better for me : 
but this perhaps may be carrying the matter a Uttle 
too &r ; sukI indeed I have a private reason for thinks 
ing that there may be here and there one, who, 
though a considerable reader of these excellent es- 
says, has received no benefit from them at all. There 
are people in the world, who, because they pride 
themselves upon contradicting an estabtished ofHnioQy 
have suggested in a whisper, that this is not absolutely 
and to all intents and purposes the very best paper 
that has hitherto been published in any age or coun- 
try. And to confess a truth, which will, no doub^ 
be as surprizing to my readers as It was to. me, { 
have actually received a letter, written in sober sayd- 
ness, and without the least intention to be witty, in- 
sinuating that I am growing dull, and advising me to 
lay down my paper, while I can do it with honour* 
But as I have hitherto found my wit to be inexhaus- 
tible, and as I have now, as much as ever, the good 
of my country at heart, I am willing to continue 
these my labours while there are the least gleanings 
of folly remaining, and till I can have the glory of 
effecting a thorough reformation. 
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To follow this great and laudable design, I must 
beg of my correspondents to be very diligent in their 
enquiry after what is doing in town, and that they 
will neglect no opportunity of transmitting me all the 
intelligence they can get* I should be glad to know, 
among other matters of consequence, if there is yet 
any such thing as play going on at White's. I should 
Uke also to hear that the proposal for establishing 
lectures in divinity and moral philosophy next winter 
in the great room at St. James's coffee-house, has 
met with the approbation of the whole club. The 
repeated assurances which I am daily receiving that 
fornication and adultery are entirely at a stand in 
this great metropolis, are highly agreeable to me; 
as also that the great increase of bloom which has of 
late been so very observable on the cheeks of ladies 
of &shion, is wholly owing to their abhorrence of 
cards and late hours. I hear with great self-congra- 
tulation and delight from the city, that they are 
hourly increasing in frugality and industry, and that 
neither hazard, nor any unlawfiil game at cards, has 
been so much as thought of at their clubs for this 
twelvemonth past. But above all, I am charmed 
with the accounts which I have from time to time re- 
ceived of the last general election. That inflexible 
abhorrence of bribery and corruption, which so visi- 
bly and universally manifested itself among all ranks 
and orders of men, constituents as well as candidates^ 
must be an incontestible proof of the consummate 
virtue of the present times. 

From all these happy considerations, I am perfectly 
of ojnnlon with the late Mr. Whiston, that the Millen- 
nium, or the kingdom of the just upon earth, is very 
near at hand. When that long-expected time arrives, 
I shall consider the plan of this paper as complete, 
aTul concluded it the Thursday following, with a bene- 
diction to my readers. 
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It bus beui owiog to thi$ general relbmottion 
(wbkh I fifttter mysell! haa^ beeu principally brouglil 
about hj these weekly essays) th^t X have thought 
fit to sui4>ress certain letters^ lately come to handiy 
which are filled with most unreasonable complaints 
against the iniquity of the times. One of these let- 
ters laments very emphaticaUy the great increase of 
popery aoiong us, and begs that 1 would postpojie 
every amusing speculation^ to attack with gravity and 
argument the ^trine of transubstantiation. Tb^ 
same letter recommends^ in a postscript^ some ne* 
cessary alterations to be made in the boc^ of Com* 
mon Prayer, and desires that my next paper may be 
an address to the bishops upon that oco^sion* Ano* 
ther of these letters inveigli^ bitterly against the unit 
versality of 8kittle«'grounds in the gardens of pe<^>l9 
of £Mhion9 aiid assures me that it is in vain to hopn) 
for a reftuToation, while gentlemen and ladies, nay^ 
even the clergy ttiemselves, are misspending their 
time in the unchnstianlike diverwon of porters and 
draymen* The letter signed Decorus> complaiimg 
of Brunetta's nakednesa at churdb? had long ago rcK 
ceived a place in these papejrs, if I coukl l^ve been 
convinced that it bad less o| invention in it diaa of 
reality : for I am a&sured by a particular friepd, vb^ 
ia a constant frequenter of all pubKc places, that 
since my repeated animadversions <m ^at si^jecti 
there is not a pair (4 naked shouUers to be seen eitibsf 
lor love or money. He proceeds farther to assure 
me, that those excellent animadversions hajve given 
the ladies such an unconquerable aversion tjo all kinds 
of nakedness, that a party of themt g<mg this sum* 
mer &om Richmond to VauxbaU by water^ chose ra<* 
ther to see a handsome young feUow go to the bol» 
t^mt as be was attempting to swim across the Thames 
than tQ take him into their boat s and wh^ tbo ivat 
termen begg'd for God's 4iake that tbey miglH aavo 
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die young nan's iife, tlue eld^t of ittt Mies protested 
wkh great yehemeiKe, dmt she had rather the whde 
o£ous sex i^oukl perisk, tl^n have her modesty af- 
fronted with the sight of a naked man. 

But though «very Ttformadon of this kind Is a sen- 
sU)le pleasure tb me, I am very far from aMr&uting 
the whole merit of it to myself; on tiie coMrary, it is 
with the utmost pride and satis&ction that I acknow- 
ledge the many aad great lielps which I have received 
from corre«pondetilS9 whose iiameS) whenever they 
come ta be mentioned in tins undeitakingy win reflect 
an honour upon my own. It n to tHa^se gentlemen, 
more than to myself that I am to ascribe the refor- 
mation above-mentioned : and because, as I said before, 
in ^ite of our «Bdea^o«irB to make manl^nd perfect, 
there is still perhaps a Mttie sprkd^ig of MIy remain- 
ing amongst us; suid as the Millennium may possibly 
be at a much greater distance than Mr. Whiston and 
I have so sanguinely imagined it to be ; and moreover, 
considering the comparative weakness of my own abi- 
lities; I hereby request and entreat of my correspond- 
ents, that they will contmue to &vour me with their 
assistance in this work, which will most certainly be 
brought to a conclusion on the very first Thursday 
after the «aid liffiliennkim diall commence. 

I cannot shew myself more in earnest upon this 
occasion, than by closing ray paper with the following 
humble address to one of its ablest supporters. 



JDJM FITZ^DAMtQ the * of ***. 

WITH grateful heart Fitz-Adam greets ye. 
And in these rhymes, my Lord, intreats ye. 
That you once more The World would prop, 
Which, but for strength like yours, must drop: 
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For I, grown weak, and somewhat older, 
Feel it too heavy on my shoulder: 

. And well I may ; for bards have sung. 
That giant Atlas, huge and strong, 
Oft found his World too great a load, 
And ask'd assistance of a god. 
Who eas'd his back with little pain. 
And set The World to rights again. 
So I from you, my great Alcides, 
(Whose sum my glory and my pride is) 
Request, my Lord....you know my drift... 
That you would lend me t'other lift: 

. Your smallest efibrt is enough. 
The same you use in taking snuff: 
You smile, my Lord....indeed^tb true, 
A finger and your thumb will do. 



No. XC. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19. 



AN old friend and fellow student of mine at the 
university, called upon me the other morning, and 
found me reading Plato's Symposion. I laid down 
my book to receive him, which, after the first usual 
compliments, he took up, saying, " You will give me 
leave to see what was the object of your studies.*' 
** Nothing less than the divine Plato," said I, " that 
amiable philosopher...." " with whom (interrupted my 
friend) Cicero declares that he would rather be in the 
wrong, than in the right with any other." " I cannot," 
replied I, " carry my veneration of him to that degree 
of enthusiasm ; but yet, wherever I understand him 
Cfor I confess I do not every where) I prefer him to 
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an the ancient philosophers. His Symposion more 
particularly engages and entertains me, as I see there 
the manners and characters of the most eminentvjnen, 
of the politest times, of the politest city of Greece. 
And with all due respect to the modems, I much 
question whether an account of a modern Symposion, 
though written by the ablest hand, could be read with 
so much pleasure and improvement." " I do not know 
that," replied my friend, " for though I revere the 
ancients as much as you possibly can, and look upon 
the modems as pigmies, when compared to those 
giants, yet if we come up to, . or near them in any 
thing, it is in the el-igancy and deUcacy of our convi- 
vial intercourse." 

I was the more surprised at this doubt of my 
friend's, because I knew that he implicitly subscribed 
to, and superstitiously maintained, all the articles of 
the classical faith. I therefore asked him whether he 
was serious ? He answered me that he was : that in 
his mind, Plato spun out that silly affair of love too 
fine and too long ; and that if I would but let him in- 
troduce me to the club, of which he was an unworthy 
member, he believed I should at least entertain the 
same doubt, or perhaps even decide iii favour of the 
moderns. I thanked my friend for his kindness, but 
added, that in whatever society he was an unworthy 
member, I should be still a more unworthy guest. 
That moreover my retired" and domestic turn of life 
was as inconsistent with tlie engagements of a club, 
as my natural taciturnity amongst strangers would be 
misplaced in the midst of all that festal mirth and 
g;aiety. " You mistake me (answered my friend) ; 
every member of our club has the privilege of bring- 
ing one friend along with him, who is by no means 
thereby to become a member pf it : and as for your 
taciturnity, we have some silent members, whof by 
the way, are none of our wor^t. Silent people never 
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spoil company, but on the contrary, by being good 
hearers, encourage good speakers." But I have ano- 
ther difficulty (answered I) and that I doubt a very 
solid one, which is, that I drink nothing but water." 
^ So much the worse for you," (replied my friend, who 
by the by, loves his bottle most academically) ; " you 
will pay for the claret y6u do not diink. We use no 
compulsion ; every one drinks as little as he pleases 
....»" " Which I presume (interrupted 1) is as much 
as he can." '* That is just as it liappens," said he ; 
'* sometimes, it is true, we make pretty good sittings ; 
but for my own part, I chuse to go home always be- 
fore eleven : for, take my word for it, it is the sitting 
up late, and not the drink, that destroys the constitu- 
tion." As I found that my friend w<mld have taken 
a refusal ill, I told him that for this once I would cer- 
tainly attend him to the club, but desired him to g^ve 
me previously the outlines of the <:haracters of the 
sitting members, that I might know how to behave 
myself properly. " Your precaution (said he) is a 
prudent one, and I will make you so well acquainted 
with them beforehand, that you shall not seem a 
stranger when among them. You must know then 
that our club consists of at least forty members when 
complete. Of these, many are now in the country ; 
and besides, we have some vacancies which cannot 
be filled up until next winter. Palsies and apoplexies 
have of late, I don't know why, been pretty rife among 
us, and carried olf a good many. It is not above a 
week ago, that poor Tom Toastwell fell on a sudden 
under the table, as we thought only a little in drink, 
but he was carried home, and never spoke more." 
Those whom you will probably meet with to-day are, 
first of all, lord Feeble, a nobleman of admirable 
sense, a true fine gentleman, and, for a man of quality, 
a pretty classic, lie has Uved rather fast formerly, 
and inipaired his constitution by sitting up late, and 
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drinking your thin sharp wines. He is still what you 
call nervous, which makes him a little low-spirited 
and reserved at first ; but he grows very affable and 
cheerful as soon as'he has warmed his stomach with 
about a bottle of good claret, 

" Sir Tunbelly Guzzle is a very worthy north coun- 
try bamnet of a good estate, and one who was before- 
hand in the world, till being twice chosen knight of 
the shifc, and having in consequence got a pretty em- 
ptovBoent at court, he run out considerably. He has 
left off house-keeping, and is now upon a retrieving 
scheme. He is the heartiest, honest^st fellow living; 
and though he is a man of very few words, I can as- 
sure you he does not want sense. He had an univer- 
sity ^ucation, and has a good notion of the classics. 
The poor man is confined half a year at least with 
the gout, and has besides an inveterjite scurvy, which 
I cannot account for : no man can live more regu- 
larly ; he eats nothing but plain meat, and very Httle 
of that : he drinks no thin wines, and never sits up 
late; for he has his full dose by eleven. 

" Colonel Culverin is a bravo old experienced offi- 
cer, though but a lieutenant-colont^l of foot. i3etween 
you and me, he has had great injustice done him, and 
is now commanded by many who were not born when 
he came first into the army. He has served in Ire- 
land, Minorca, and Gibraltar; and would have been 
m aU the late battles in Flanders, had the regiment 
been ordered there. It is a pleasure to hear him talk 
of war. He is the best natured man alive, but a little 
too jealous of his honour, aad too- apt to be in a pas- 
sion ; but that is soon over, and then he is sorry for 
it, I fear he is dropsical, which I impute to his drink- 
ing your champaigns and burgundies. He got that 
ill habit abroad. 

" Sir George Plyant is well bora, has a genteel for- 
tune, keeps the very best compajiy, and is to be sure 
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one of the best-bred men alive: he is so good-natured, 
that he seems to have no will of his own. He will 
drink as little or as much as you please, and no mat- 
ter of what. He has been a mighty man with the 
ladies formerly, and loves the crack of the whip still. 
He is our news-monger ; for being a gentlenjan of 
the privy-chamber, he goes to court every day, and 
consequently knows pretty well what is going for- 
ward there. Poor gentleman! I fear we shall not 
keep him long ; for he seems far gone in a consump- 
tion, though the doctors say it is only a nervous 
atrophy. 

" Will Sitfast is the best-natured fellow liying, and 
an excellent companion, though he seldom speaks ; 
but he is no flincher, and fits every man's hand out 
at the club. He is a very good scholar and can write 
very pretty Latin verses. I doubt he is in a declin- 
ing way ; for a paralytica! stroke has lately twitched 
up one side of his mouth so, that he is now obliged 
to take his wine diagonally. However, he k^eps up 
his spirits bravely, and never shams his glass. 

" Dr. Carbuncle is an honest, jolly, merry parson, 
well affected to the government, and much of a gen- 
tleman.. He is the fife of our club, instead of being 
the least restraint upon it. He is an admirable scho- 
lar, and I really believe has all Horace by heart ; I 
know he has him always in his pocket. His red 
face, inflamed nose, and swelled legs, make him ge- 
nerally thought a hard dnnker by tjiose who do not 
know him ; but I must do him the justice to say, that 
I never saw him disguised with liquor in my life. It 
is true, he is a very large man, and can hold a great 
deal, which makes the colonel call him, pleasantly 
enough, a vessel of election. 

" The last and least (concluded my friend) is your 
humble servant, such as I am ; and if you please wc 
will go Walk in the park until dinner time." I agreed, 
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and W€ »et out together. But here the reader will 
perhaps expect that I should let him walk on a little*, 
while I give his character. We were of the same 
year of St. John's college in Cambridge: he was, a 
younger brother of a good family, was bred to the 
church* and had just got a fellowship in the college, 
when his elder brother dying, he succeeded to an easy 
fortune, and resolved to make himself easy with it, 
that is, to do nothing. As he had resided long in col- 
lege, he had contracted all the habits, prejudices, the 
laziness, the soaking, the pride, and the pedantry of 
a cloister, which after a certain time are never to be 
rubbed off. He considered Che critical knowledge of 
the Greek and Latin words, as the utmost effort of 
the human understanding, and a glass of good wine 
in good company, as the highest pitch of human feli- 
city. Accordmgly he passes his mornings in read- 
ing the classics, most oT which he has long had by 
heart, and his evenings in drinking his glass of good 
wine, which by frequent filling, amounts at least to 
two, Stnd often to three bottles a day. I must not omit 
mentioning that my fiiepd is tormented with the stone, 
.which misfortune he imputes to his having once drank 
water for a month, by the prescription of the late Dr. 
Cheyne, and by no means to at least two quarts of 
claret a day, for these last thirty years. To return 
to my friend : " I am very much mistaken,*' said he, 
as w« were walking in the park, " if you do not thaak 
me for procuring this day's entertainment : for a set 
qf worthier gentlemen to be sure never lived." " I 
make no doubt of it," said I, " and am therefore the 
more concerned when I reflect that this club of wor- 
thy gentlemen might, by your own account, be not 
improperly called an hospital of incurables, as there 
is not one among them who does not labour under 
some chroniQal and mortal distemper." " I see what 
you would be at," answered my friend, " you would, 
s 2 
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insinuate that it is all owing to wine : but let me as- 
sure you, Mr. Fitz- Adam, that wine especially claret, 
if neat and good, can hurt no man." I did not reply 
to. this aphorism of my friend's, which I knew would 
draw on too long a discussion, especially as we were 
just going into the club-room, where I took it for 
granted that it was one of the great constitutional 
principles. The account of tliis modern Symposion 
shall be the subject of my next paper. 



No. XCI. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26. 



MY friend presented me to the company, in what 
he thought the most obliging manner ; but which, I 
confess, put me a little out of countenance. " Give 
me leave, gentlemen," said he, "to present to you 
my old friend Mr. Fitz- Adam, the ingenious author 
of The World." The word author instantly excit- 
ed the attention of the whole company, and drew 
all their eyes upon me : for people who are not apt 
to write themselves, have a strange curiosity to see a 
live author. The gentlemen received me in com- 
mon, with those gestures that intimate welcome ; and 
I, on my part, respectfully muttered some of those 
nothings, which stand instead of the something one 
should say, and peiiiaps do full as well. 

The weather being hot, the gentlemen were re- 
freshing themselves before dinner, with what they 
called a cool tankard; in which they successively 
drank to me. When it came to my turn, I thought 
I could not decently decline drinking the gentlemeit's 
healths, which I did aggregately : but how was I sur- 



d by Google 



THE world; 211 

prised, when upon die first taste I discovered that 
this cooling and refreshing 'draught was composed of 
the strongest mountain wine, lowered indeed with a 
very little lemon and water, but then heightened again 
by a quantity of those comfortable aromatics, nut- 
meg and ginger ! Dinner, virhich had been called for 
more than once with some impatience, was at last 
brought up, upon the cokmel's threatening perdition 
to the master and aU the waiters of the house, if it 
was delayed two minutes longer. We sat down 
without ceremony, and we were no sooner sat down 
than every body (except nayself ) drank every body's 
health, which made a tumultuous kind of noise. I 
observed with surprize, that the common quantity of 
wine was put into glasses of an immense size and 
weight ; but my surprise ceased when I saw the tre- 
mulous hands that took them, and for which I sup- 
posed they were intended as ballast. But even this 
precaution did not protect the nose of Dr* Carbuncle 
from a severe shock, in his attempt to hit his mouth. 
The colonel, who observed this accident, cried out 
pleasantly, " Why, doctor, I find you are but a bad 
engineer. While you aim at your mouth jou wiH 
never hit it, take my word for it. A floating battery, 
to hit the mark, must be pointed something above, or 
below it. If you would hit your mouth, direct your 
fotir-pounder at your forehead, or your chin." The 
doctor g9od-humouredly thanked the colonel for the 
hint, and promised him to communicate it to his 
friends at Oxford, where, he owned, that he had seen 
many a good glass of port spilt for want of it. Sir 
Tunbelly almost smiled, sir George laughed, and the 
whole company, some how or other, applauded this 
elegant piece of raillery. But alas, things soon took 
a less pleasant turn; for an enormous buttock of 
boiled salt beef, which had succeeded the soup, proved 
not to be sufficiently corned for sir Tunbelly, who 
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had bespoke it ; and at the saiae time lord Feebie 
took a dislike to the clafet, which he afiirmed not 
to be the same which they had drank the day be- 
fore ; it had no silkiness, went rough off the tcu^ue, 
aad his lordship shrewdly suspected that it was mix- 
ed with benecarlo, or some of those black wines...... 

This was a common cause, and excited universal at- 
tention. The whole company tasted it seriously, and 
every c»ie found a different fault with it. The mas- 
ter of the house was immediately sent for up, exa- 
mined, and treated as a criminal. Sir Tunbelly re- 
proached him with the freshness of the beef, while at 
the same time all the others fell upon him for the 
badness of his wmes, telling him that it was not fit 
usage for such good customers as they were, and in 
fine, tiireatening him with a migration of the club to 
some other house. The criminal laid the blame of 
the beef's not being corned enough upon his cook, 
whom he jMt>mised to turn away ; and attested hea- 
ven and earth Aatthe wine was the very same which 
they had all aMU-oved of the day before ; and as he 
had a soul to be saved, was true chateau margoux- 
' ^ Chateau devil (said the colonel with warmth) it is 
your d' d rough chaos wine." Will Sitfast, who 
thought himself obliged to articulate upon this occa- 
sion, said, he was npt surQ it was a mixed wine, but 
that indeed it drank down. "H that is all (inter- 
rupted the doctor) let us e'en drink it tifi then. Or, 
if that won't do, since we cannot have the true fiiler- 
num, let us take up for once with the vile sabinum. 
AVhat say you, gentlemen, to good honest port, which 
I am convinced is a much wholesomer stomach wine?" 
My friend, who in his heart loves port better than 
any b^er wine in the world, willingly seconded the 
doctor's motion, and spoke very favourably of your 
Portingal wines in general, if neat. Upon this some 
was immediately brought up, which I observed my 



d by Google 



• THE WORLD. 213 

friend and the doctor stuck to the whole evening. 
I could not help asking the doctor if he really pre- 
feri'ed port to lighter wines ? To which he answered, 
" You know, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that use is second na- 
ture ; and port is in a manner mother's milk to me ; 
for it is what my Alma Mater suckles all her nume- 
rous progeny with." I silently assented to the doc- 
tor's account, which I was convinced was a true one, 
and then attended to the judicious animadversion? of 
the other gentlemen upon the claret, which were still 
continued, though at the same time they continued 
to drink it. I hinted my sui*prize at this to sir Tun- 
belly, ' who gravely answered me, and in a mov- 
ing way, *' Why, what can we do ?'* " Not drink it 
(replied I) since it is not good." " But what will you 
have us do? and how shall we pass the evening? 
(rejoined the baronet). One cannot go home at five 
o'clock." " That depends upon a great deal of use," 
sai^ I. " It may be so, to a certain degree (said the 
doctor). But give me leave to ask you, Mr. Fitz- 
Adam, you who drink nothing but water, and live 
much at home, how do you keep up your spirits ?" 
" Why, doctor," said I, " as I never lowered my 
spirits by strong liquor, I do not want to raise them." 
Here we were interrupted by the colonel's raising his 
voice and indignation against the burgundy and 
champaign, swearing that the former was ropy, and 
the latter upon the fret, and not without some suspi- 
cion of cyder and sugar-candy ; notwithstanding 
which, he drank, in a bumper of it, confiision to the 
town of Bristol and the bottle act. It was a shame^ 
he said, that gentlemen could have no good burgun- 
dies and champaigns, for the sake of some increase 
of the revenue, the manufacture of glass bottles, 
and such sort of stuff. Sir George confirmed the 
satne, addihg that it was scandalous ; and the whole 
conipany agreed, that the new parliament would cer- 
tainly repeal so absurd an act the very first session 
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but if they did not, they hoped they would receive 
instructions to tliat purpose from their constituents. 

« To be sure" ssiid the colonel. « What a d d rout 

they made about the repeat of the Jew-bill, for which 
nobody cared one farthing ! But by the way (continued 
he) I think every body has done eating, and there- 
fore had not we better have the dinner taken away, and 
the wine set upon the table ?" To this the company 
gave an unanimous Ay. While this was doing, I 
aaked my friend, with seeming seriousness, whether 
no part of the dinner was to be served up again, 
when the wine should be set upon the table? He 
seemed surprised at my question, and asked me if I 
was hungry ? To which I answered, No;, but asked 
him, in my turn, if he was dry ? To which he also 
answered, No. " Then pray," replied I, " why not as 
weU eat without being hungry, as drink without beinjj 
dry ?" My friend was so stunned with this, that he 
attempted no reply, but stared at me with as much 
astonishment, as he would have done at my great an- 
cestor Adam in his primitive state of nature. 

The cloth was nov/ taken away, and the bottles, 
glasses, and dish-clouts put upon the table ; when Will 
Sitfast, who I found was a perpetual toast-maker, took 
the chair, of course, as the man of application to busi- 
ness. He began the king's health in a bumper, which 
circulated in the same manner, not without some nice 
examinations of the chairman as to day-light. The 
bottle standing by me, I was called upon by the chair- 
man, who added, that though a water-drinker, he 
hoped I would not refuse that health in wine. I beg* 
ged to be excused, and told him that I never drank 
his Majesty's health at all, though no one of his sub- 
jects wished it more heartily than I did. That hitherto 
it had not appeared to me, that there could be the 
least relation between the wine I drank, and the king's 
state of health ; and that until 1 was convinced that im- 
^i-"Q^ my own health would improve his Majesty's^ 
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I was resolved to preserve the use of my faculties and 
my limbs, to employ both in his service, if he should 
ever have occasion for them. I had foreseen the con- 
sequences of this refusal ; and though my friend had 
answered for my principles, I easily discovered an air 
of suspicion in the countenances of the company ; and 
I overheard the colonel whisper to lord Feeble, " This 
author is a very odd dog." 

My friend was ashamed of me ; but however, to 
help me off as well as he could, he said to me aloud, 
" Mr. Fitz-Adam, this is one of those singularities 
which you have contracted by living so mucii alone," 
From this moment the company gave me up to my 
oddnesses, and took no farther notice of me. I leaned 
silently upon the table, waiting for (though to say the 
truth, without expecting) some of that festal gaiety, 
that urbanity, and that elegant mirth, of which my 
friend had promised so large a share. Instead of all 
which, the conversation ran chiefly into narrative, and 
grew duller and duller with every bottle. Lord Fee-* 
ble recounted his former achievements in love and 
wine ; the colonel complained, though with dignity, 
of hardships and injustice ; sir George hinted at some 
important discoveries which he had made that day at 
court, but cautiously avoided naming names ; sir Tun- 
belly slept between glass and glass ; the doctor and 
my friend talked over college matters, and quoted La- 
tin ; and our worthy president applied himself wholly 
to business, never speaking but to oixier; as, " Sir, the 
bottle stands with you ; Sir, you are to name a toast ; 
That has been drank already ; Here, more claret ! Sec." 
In the height of ^11 this convivial pleasantry, which 
1 plainly 'saw was come to its zenith, I stole away at 
about nine o'clock, and went home ; where reflections 
upon the entertahiment of the day crowded into my 
mind, and may perjiaps be the subject of some future 
paper. 
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No. XCII. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3. 



THE entertainment (I do not say the diversion) 
which I mentioned in my last paper, tumbled my ima- 
gination to such a degree, and suggested such a va- 
riety of indistinct ideas to my mind,diat notwithstand- 
ing all the pains I took to sort and digest, I could not 
reduce them to method : I shall therefore throw them 
out in this paper without order, and just as they oc- 
curred to me. 

When I considered that, perhaps, two millions of 
my fellow-subjects passed two parts in three of their 
lives in the very same manner in which the worthy 
members of my friend's club passed theirs, I was at 
a loss to discover that attractive, irresistible and in- 
visible charm (for I confess I saw none) to which they 
so deliberately and assiduously sacrificed their time, 
their health, and their reason; until dipping accidentally 
into monsieur Pascal, I read upon the subject of hunt- 
ing, the following passage. " What unless to drown 
thought (says that excellent writer) can make men 
throw away so much time upon a silly animal which 
they might buy much cheaper in the market ? It hin- 
ders us from looking into ourselves, which is a view 
we cannot bear." That this is often one motive, and 
sometimes the only one of hunting, I can easily be- 
lieve. But then it must be allowed too, that if the jolly 
sportsman, who thus vigorously runs away from him- 
self, does not break his neck in his flight, he improves 
his health, at least by his exercise. But what other 
motive can possibly be assigned for the soaker's daily 
and seriously swallowing his own destruction, except 
thct of " drowning thought, and hindering him from 
looking into liimself, which is a view he cannot bear?" 
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I Unhappy the man who cannot willingly and fre- 
I quently converse with himself; but miserable in the 
highest degree is the man who dares not. In one of 
these predicaments must that mai) be, who soaks and 
sleeps away his whole life. Either tired of himself 
for want of any reflections at all, or dreading himself 
for fear of the most tormenting ones, he flies for re- 
foge from his folly or his guilt, to the company of 
his fellow-sufferers, and to the intoxication of strong 
Hquors. 

Archbishop Tillotson asserts, and very truly, that 
no man can plead in defence of swearing, that he was 
bom of a swearing constitution. I believe the same 
thmg may with equal truth be affirmed of drinking. 
No man is bom a drinker. Drinking is an acquired, 
not a natural vice. The child, when he first tastes 
strong liquors, rejects them with evident signs of dis- 
gust; but is insensibly brought first to bear, and then 
perhaps to like them, by the folly of his parents, who 
promise them as an encouragement, and give them 
as a reward. 

When the coroner's inquest examines the body of 
one of those unhappy wretches who drown themselves 
in a pond or river, with commonly a provision of lead 
m their pockets, to make the work the surer, the ver- 
dict is either felo-de se, or lunatic. Is it then the wa- 
ter, or the suddenness of the plunge, that constitutes 
either the madness or the guilt of the act ? Is there 
any difference between a water and a wine suicide ? 
If there be, it is evidently in favour of the former, 
which is never so deliberate and premeditated as the 
latter. The soaker jogs on with a gentler place in- 
deed, but to as sure and certain destruction ; and as 
a proof of his intention, would, I believe, upon exa- 
mination, be generally found to have a good deal of 
lead about him too. He cannot alledge in his defence, 
that he has not warning, since he daily sees, m the 
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chronical distempers of all h£s feBow soi^ert, the &tal 
effects of that slow poison which he so greedily guz- 
zles : for I defy all those hoiiest gentlemen, that is, 
all the hard drinkers in England (a nuiiierQus'body 
I doubt) to produce me one single instance of a soak* 
er^ whose health and Acuities are not visibly. impaired 
by drinking. Some indeed, bom much stronger thiua 
others, hold it out longer, and are absurdly €]uoted as 
living proofs even of the salutary effects of driiriung : 
but though they have not yet any of the most, distin- 
guished characteristics of uieir profession about them, 
though they have not yet lost one half of tbemtselvet 
by a hemiplegia, nor the use of all their limbs by tl^ 
gout; though they are but moderately. mangy, and 
though the impending dropsy may no<i yet appear ; 
I wiU venture to afiBrm that the health they boast of 
is at best but an awkward state between sickness aad 
health.: if they are not actually uck, they sMse'not ac- 
tively ,^^U ; and you will always find some complaint 
or other i/nadvertehtly drop &om the tiiumphant soak- 
er, within half an hour after he has assured ywx that 
he is neither sick nor sorry. My wife, who is a little 
9uper6titk)us, and perhaps too apt to pmnt out and in- 
terpret judgments (otherwise an excellent woman) 
firmly believes that the dropsy, of which most soak- 
ert finally die, is a nmnifest and just judgment upon 
them; the wine they so much loved being turned in- 
to water, and themselves drowned at last, in the cle- 
ment they so much abhorred. 

A rational and sober man, invited by the wit and 
gaiety of good company, and hurried away by an un- 
common flow of spmts, may happen to drink "too 
much, and perhaps accidentally to get drunk: but 
then these sallies will be short and not frequent. 
Whereas the soaker is an utter strange^ to wit and 
tnirth, and no friend to either* His business is seri- 
ous, and he applies himself seriously to it ; he steadily 
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pursues the numbing, stupifying, and petrifying, not 
the aaimating and exhilarating qualities of the wine.- 
GaSoi^s of the nepenthe would be lost upon him. 
The more he drinks the duller he grows ; his politics 
becoiae more obscure, and his narratives more tedi* 
ous and less intelligible ; until at kst maudlin, he em- 
ploys what little articulation he has left, in relating 
his doleful tale to an insensible audience. I fear my 
countryineiir have been too long noted for this manner 
of drinking, since a very old and eminent French his- 
torian, speaking of the English, who were then in 
possession of Aquitain, the promised land of claret, 
says, " lis se saoulerent grandement, et se divei^tirent 
niCHilt tristement a la mode de leur pais." 

A very skiKhl surge<»i of my acquaintance assured 
me^ that having opened the body of a soaker, who^ 
died of an apoplexy, he had found all the finer tubes 
and vessels pkigged up with the tartar of the ^ine 
he had swallow^, so as to render the circulation of 
the blood absolutely impossible, and the folds of the 
stomach so stiffened with it, that it could not pevform 
its Unctions. He compared the body of the deceasttd 
to a siphon so choaked up with the tartar and drugs 
of the wine that had run through it, as to be itHpef' 
vious. I adopted this image, which seemed to me a 
just one : and I shall for the future typify the soaket 
by the siphon, suction being equally the only business 
of both. 

An object, viewed at once, and in its full extent 
wifl sometimes strike the mind, when the several 
parts and gradations of it, separately seen, would be 
but little attended to. I shall therefore here present 
the society of Siphons with a calculation, of which 
they cannot dispute the truth, and will not, X believe, 
deny the moderation ; and yet perhaps they will be 
surprized when they, see the gross sums of the wine 
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they suck, of the money they pay for it, and of the 
time they lose in the course of seven years only. 

I reckon that I put a staunch siphon very low, 
when I put him only at two bottles a day, one day 
>vith an^er. This in seven years amounts to four 
thousand four hundred and ten bottles? which make 
twenty hogsheads and seventy ^bottles. 
' Supposing this quantity to cost only four shiUines 
a bottle, which I take to be the lowest price of claret* 
the sum amounts to eight hundred and eighty-two 
pounds. . ' 

Allowing every siphon but «x hours a day to 9uck 
his ^two bottles in, which is a short allowance,, that 
time amounts to^ six hundred and thirty-eight days, 
eighteen hours ; one hill quarter of his life, for the 
^J>ove -mentioned seven years. Can any rational being 
.coolly consider these three gross sums, of w^ne, , and 
consequently distempers swallowed, of money lavish- 
ed, and time lost, without shame, regret, and a, reso- 
lution of reformation. . , 

I am well aware that the numerous society of Sir 
phons will say, Uke sir Tunbelly, What would this 
fellow have us do? To which 1 am at no loss for an 
answer. Do any thing else. Preserve and improve 
that reason which was giv^n you to be your guide 
through this world, and to a better. Attend to, and 
discharge your reUgious, your moral, and your social 
duties. These are occupations worthy of a rational 
being ; they will agreeably and usefully employ, your 
time, and will hanish from your breasts that tiresome 
listlessness, or those tormenting thoughts, from which 
you endeavour, though in vain, to fly. Is your retros- 
pect uncomfortable? Exert yourselves in time to 
make your prospect better ; and let the former serve 
as a back-ground to the latter. Cultivate and im- 
prove your minds with reading according to your 
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several educations and capacities- There arc several 
mefol books suited tor them all. True religion and 
virtue give a cheerful and happy turn to the mind, 
admit' of all true pleasures, jmd even procure the 
tmesl. 

CaotaiiTi^s diinks nothing but water, and rides 
fiSOre 0iiles in a year than the keenest sportsman, 
and ^nth almost equal velocity. The former keeps 
l^liedd^ear, the latter his body in health. It is 
not from himself that he runs, but to his acquaint- 
tlKre, a synonymous term for his friends. Internally 
safe, he seeks no sanctuary from himself, no intoxi- 
cation for his mind. His penetration makes him dis- 
cover and divert himself with the fdlies of mankind, 
winch his wit enables him to expose with the truest 
ridicule, liiough always without personal offence. 
Cheerfal abroad, because happy at home, and thus 
hsLpgjj because vhrtuous. 

♦«* I am obfiged to many correspondents for let- 
ters, which, though hitherto unnoticed, wUl be pub- 
fished with all convenient speed. 
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No. XCIII. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10. 

IT is a very true, though a very trite prind];^€9 
" that the point of perfection is at a middle distance 
between the two extremes :" and whoever js the lealst 
conversant with the world, will have frequeht oppor^ 
tunities of convincing liimself of its in^portance, whe- 
ther he api^ies it to the morals, manners, or other 
objects of human action. 

I shall make it the subject of this day's paper to 
particularize the danger of passing too i»'ecipitately 
from one extreme to the other, in an instance "which 
I conceive to be of very material consequence to the 
entertainment, instruction, and virtue of mankind. 

The distinguishing characteristic of the last a^ 
was i)edantry. Every man a^)eared so sensibly con- 
vinced of the dignity and usefulness of his own pro- 
fession, that he considered it as the only one merit- 
ing the attention of reasonable creatures, and, whcre- 
ever he was admitted, introduced it as such, without 
the least regard to times, persons, or places. It was 
impossible to sit half an hour with the man of leamr- 
ing, without discovering his contempt for every kind 
of discourse that was not tinctured, like his own, 
with the sentiments of Aristotle or Plato. Divines 
were apt but too often to perplex the heads of young 
ladies at tea-tables with school distinctions, and the 
depths of metaphysics ; and such jargon terms as 
capias's, certiorarl's, and pr^munire, dfacias's were 
more frequently the expressions of lawyers in the 
same company, than love and adoration, the natural 
language of the place. A military man no sooner 
entered a room, than you associated the discharge of 
artillery with his appearance. The authority, of his 
voice silenced everv milder subject of conversation, 
and the battles of Blenh;;im and Ramillies, so fatal to 
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the etiemy, were fought over again in very turbulent 
description) to the no small terror of his peaceable 
countrymen. 

The wks of tiiose times very findy rallied this foi- 
ble : and ii^ has indeed suffered such dtscouragement 
in our days,^ diat an absurdity^ the very reverse, 
tboHgh less to be justified, has succeeded in its j^ace ; 
I Biean a vicious affectation, in the present age, of 
avmding that pedantry which so distinguished the 
preceding one. j * 

}i This s^fectation has been pursued to such lengths, 
that a person is esteemed very deficient in good4>reed- 
ing, who ventures to explain himself cm any subject, 
however natin^y it may arise in company, which 
genius, education, and his particular profession, have 
qualified hkn to supports As a man of the world, he 
will divert the discourse^to any other subject, wl^h, 
bemg entirely unacquainted with, he is secure of 
trea^g in a manner altogetlier removed from pe- 
dantry* It is principally from this cause, that con- 
versation, which formerly was the means of commu- 
nicating knowkdge with the freedom and delicacy 
peculiar ta it, and v/hkh rendered the groves of Aca- 
idemus, the porches of Lycsum, and the walks of 
Tusculum fetmous to posterity, is degenerating into 
an useless and insipid intercourse : while the most 
trifling amusements that relieve us from the anxiety 
of it, receive all our encouragement. 

It is indeed no wonder that chibs and other ancient 
3fneetings for society are grown out of fashion, when 
punctilio not only obliges you to be silent on those 
topics, which you are inclined, from your konwledge 
of them, to enter upon with freedom ; but subjects 
you to the mortification of hearing them discussed by 
persons who never talked or thought of them till the 
present moment. The situation of the speaker too, 
in such assemblies, can be no very desirable one, 
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while he is voluntarily imposing the necessity on 
himself of attempting a subject, when unprovided 
with materials for it. 

This custom is in no sort confined to mixed com- 
panies, where possibly some faint excusei might be 
ofiered for it ; but operates equally where men of the 
same profession are collected, who to-4Void seeming 
pedants m the eyes of each otiber, prefer obscenity, 
impertinence, or absurdity, to a conversation calcula- 
*ted to reflltet mutual light on those, studies, which 
eitfier in spectdation or practice, are the emplo3rment 
of their lives. 

A very understanding friend of mine, who, till 
widiin this month, has not visited London for five- 
and-twenty years, was lamenting to me seriously the 
declension of knowledge in this kingdom, suid seemed 
apprehensive that a country so distinguished for many 
ages, was relapsing again into its ancient barbarity* 
I was somewhat surprized at the peculiarity of his 
Sentiments, but did ,not remain long unacquainted 
with the cause of them. It seems my friend had 
spent the greatest part oi that week in very different 
sets of company. He had dined in the beginning of 
it at a visitation, where the British herring fishery, 
and some proposals respecting the public debt had 
very warmly interested the upper x>art of the table. 
He was the less in humour to relish this dispute, as 
he had been kept up till three that very morning, in 
the neighbourhood of the Exchange, as moderator in 
a controversy on fore-knowledge and free-will. The 
next day, in Lincoln's-inn hall, he was not a little 
perplexed with the variety of opinions on the circula- 
tion of the blood, the production of chyle, and the 
powers of digestion. It was his fortune afterwards 
to be present at Batson's coffee-house, when the dis- 
positkm of the German army at the battle of Crotska, 
and the last siege of Coni were severally arraigned j 
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and to listen at the Tilt-yard to many objectioAB 
against a decree in chancery^ and to a discourse aih^ 
ployed to ascertain the provinces, of reason, law and 
equity. His greatest mortification was in an admit- 
tance that morning to a junto of statesmen near 
Whitehall, from whom nothing transj^red, after two 
hours attention to them^ except some injudicious, 
though modest conjectures, on the future sport of 
Newmarket races. 

It was easy for me, after this exjdai^ation, to ac- 
count for the indifferent opinion my friend had con- 
f^ved of the divinity, law and physic ; the politics, 
ttilUary knowledge and trade of the present times : 
and yet, from my acquaintance with the characters 
he had seen, I may venture to assert, what in another 
age might have the appearance of a paradox, that he 
had been conversing y/'ith the most eminent divines, 
lawyers and physicians ; with the ablest statesmen, 
skilfullest commanders, and most intelligent traders 
of any age or country. 

This humour, it is to be feared, wiU by degrees 
infect the pen as well as the tongue ; and that we shall 
have apothecaries advertising c<|paments on Machia- 
vel's art of war, and Serjeants at law taking in sub- 
scriptions for systems of chemistry, and dissertations 
on midwifery. Every man's experience will probably 
inform Jiim that it has already extended itself to epis- 
tolary writing. I have a late disagreeable instance 
of k in my own &mily ; it is in a young gentleman^ 
who left England with the highest reputation, about a 
twelvemonth since, to make what is called the tour 
of Europe* He parted from me with a promise of 
writing from Rome, where he proposed tp continue 
some time, after visiting France, 93ad the principal 
cities of Italy. As I had formed very agreeable ex- 
pectat^ns fi^Dm this correspondence, I. must confess 
my disappointment when his letter arrived. He never 
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mentioned France^ but to condemn the pbst4>orses e 
nor took notice of any circumstance in his passage 
over the Alps^ except the loss of his hat and periwig. 
One would have concluded him a cheesemonger from 
his description of Parma. , His observations on Flo- 
rence were cmifined solely to its wines : and though he 
was profoundly silent on the constitution of Lucca, he 
talked very pai^ularly of the olives it produced..... 
He had occasionally interspersed some anecdotes of 
himself; as that he had drank a little too frequently 
at Genoa with lord A. ; that he had broke the west 
window of the great church at Milan in a' frolic with 
sir Thomas B. ; that be had been plundered of hift 
gold watch and snuff-box by a courtezan of Venice ; 
and that he had attempted in revenge, to sink a gon- 
dola belonging to the Doge. These singular contents 
really gave me pain, as I had a sincere affection for 
my cousin and his family ; and I began to moralize 
on the vanity and misapplication of travelling into 
foreign countries. A packet of letters, which ranched 
me soon after, from other correspondents at that time 
in Italy, threw me into per^exities : for they all con<> 
<:urred in representigiig my relation as doing honour to 
his country by his genius and learning. They spoke 
of him as distinguished for his knowledge of the re- 
ligton, government and antiquities of the states he had 
visited ; and described him as little less remapkable 
for his chastity, sobriety, and gentleness of manners. 
A disagreement so visible between the letter from 
himself, and those which succeeded it, was at first in- 
.deed not easily rec(»ciied. Being satisfied, hovi^ver, 
that my intelligenee from the latter might be reHtd on 
as certein^ I at length made a discbvery, that my cou- 
sin had departed from his veracity on this occasion; 
an dthat he resuniied a character compounded of fol- 
ly, ignorance and debauchery, to which he had no 
pretentions ; preferring it to that of a gwitieman, a 
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scholar^ aixi a man of virtue, which really belonged 
to hkm^ firom a sUidious afiiectation of appearing to his 
friend in anj other light than the ui^&shionable one of 
a pedant* . . 

*ni* In answer to Hillaria.and her cousin, I am 
sorry to. say that it is not my good fortune to be the 
gentleman who ha^ attracted their, notice. 



No. X€1V. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17. 



IN my paper of last Thursday, I took notice how 
much conversation had suffered from the singular 
disposition of mankind in our age to appear in every 
character except their natural one, and to consider 
pedantry as reflecting more disgrace on the persons- 
tinctured with it, than any other frailtyr or even im* 
morality, incident to our nature. I am, hpwerer, for 
from ccmcluding this principle (universal as it is) to 
be the only obstruction to rational society : other 
causes, distinct in themselves, or operating m c&a^ 
junction with it, have conspired to reduce conversa- 
tion to the state we lament it in at present. ' I shali^ 
mention the most re^iarkable of these causes in ,the 
order they occur to me. 

One great abuse of conversation has visibly arisen 
from our mistaking its end, which is, the mutual en- 
tertainment and instruction of each other by a friendly 
communication of sentiments* It is seriously to be 
"Wished that this end were pursued, and that every 
one would contribute with freedom and good-man- 
ners to the general improvement from his particular 
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(Uscoveiies. On the contrary, we are apt to consider so- 
ciety in no other light than as it givea tis an oj^rtunity 
o£ displaying to advantage our wit, our eloquence, 
or any oUier real or imaginary acccHnpUshment. It 
is our intention to- procure admiration from it, not 
improvement, and to dazde our companions with our 
own brightness, rather than to receive light by re- 
flection from them. I knew inde^ an instance, ^le 
very opposite to this, in a late person of distinction, 
who to very great qualities had united the talents of 
a most agreeable companion. I could "never perceive 
that he supported this character^by any assumed su- 
periority over his company : it'was his singular £&- 
culty to discover the genius of other men : no latent 
merit escaped his penetration, though the proprietor 
seemed industrious to conceal it from the world, and 
even from himself With this advantage he had the 
art to engage every member of the company on that 
particular si^ject, which he was capable of maintdn- 
ing with ease to. himself, and benefit to society* He 
himself at the same time pretended to no more than 
a common part in that conversation, which derived its 
merit enticply from his address. The tendency of 
such behaviour to enlarge knowledge, as well as to 
procure esteem, cannot fail of i^spearing very evi- 
dent to my readers. 

There is another defect, very closely connected 
with the abuse above-mentioned, which has proved 
equally pernicious to conversation: I mean the pe- 
remptoriness and warmth that are employed in nio- 
dem conferences. * Indeed, whether we write or con- 
verse, the haughty manner, the seif-suE&ciency) and 
the contempt of our opponent that we mix with oar 
arguments, have considerably prevented the advance- 
ment of truth, and conviction of error. Modem dis- 
putants by this metiiod have subjected their cause, 
though perhaps founded on demonstration, to great 
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disadvaittages; since they have not only the prejudices 
c^ mankind to combat, but have imprudently inte-^ 
rested their passions too against them. In debates 
perhaps purely !^)eculatiye, a person is obliged not 
only to defend the point in controversy, but even his 
understanding and moml character, wUch are united 
to the question by the mazu^ement of his adversary. 
Sir Isaac Newton and Mr. Locke, ornaments to their 
country, their age, and human nature, have been fre- 
qtiently. represented as men of weak heads and bad 
hearty by persons esteeming themselves nothing less 
than philosophers. It does not indeed appear to the 
unprejudiced, that gravitation and cohesion have any 
visible connexion vnth ethics ; that an attempt to 
ascertain the powiers of the understanding has a ten« 
dency to undermine revelation ; or that these writers 
deserved to be considered in any other light than as 
ingenious enthusiasts, if reason and universal expe- 
' rience had not confirmed their enquiries to be as 
true as they were beautiful. I have often thought 
that the reception of the Platonic philosophy in the 
world may be attributed more to the manned of its 
^livery, than to the superior excellence of it. If 
ive except the moral part, which is divinely treated, 
its discoveries in ][^ysics and other branches of sci* 
ence did not ei^itle it to be advanced above that of 
other sectsy particularly the Aristotelian. The dif- 
ference was, that the ipse dixits and dogmatical posi- 
tions of the one, made it unpalatable ; \^ile modesty, 
pditeness, and de&rence to the reason and dignity of 
mankind, rendered the other lovely even to its adver- 
saries. They were induced by the address of it, to 
pursue the consequences of their own ojnnions until 
they led them to sibsurdity, and were not ashamed of 
a conclusion which seemed to be the effect of their 
awn examination. The same management inclinec' 
them to adopt with cheerfulness those prmcipki 
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which were established on the ruins of their £Eiyburite 
prejudices^ It is a little extraordinary than the suc- 
cess of this milder method of disputation should have 
had no greater influence on succeeding ages ; espe- 
cially since the Divine Founder of Christianity has> by 
his xrwn exampie, so emmently recommended the 
same practice. The errors/>f mankind were treated 
by him with the tenderness of a parent ; and even di- 
Tine truths introduced into the mind by persuasion ra- 
ther than authority. The delivery of them in para- 
bles was excellently calculated to divest men of pre- 
judices and passions, ajid to exclude the considerati<»i 
of self-interest frojn the question ; at the same time 
that it shewed an indulgence to the undei*standing, fa^ 
proposing) chiefly general truths, and leaving their 
particular application jto ourselves. 

The fatal influence of politics on society, in a coun- 
tv}^ divided into parties like our own, has been too 
often mentioned tp require illustration. I shall ob- 
serve only, that it has been the occasion of excluding 
a variety of useful knowledge from conversation, 
even with men of the most moderate principles. 
They have been cautious of engaging on any subject, 
which might acciskntally lead to that of politics : and 
from the natural relation of one science to another, 
have by this means precluded themselves from almost 
every branch of instructive conversation. It was ob- 
servable at the table of a late great man, that obscen- 
ity was too often the subject of discourse, which he 
hunself appeared not sidliciently to discountenance. 
To some serious persons, who took oflence at his 
conduct; he made the following apobgy. ^< I have at- 
tempted," says he, '^ in v^ to start other subjects, 
and at the same time to preserve the harm<Miy of my 
f ompany. If, for instance, I introduce the state of 
^cient and modem learning, we enter very soon into 
a ppmparison of the gcJvemments they have flourished 
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under, to the disadvantage of the present one, and the 
persons that conduct it. If the -subject has been 
philosophy, I have sometimes apprehended that it 
would conclude with laying hands on the hiks of 
swords, from divisions on toleration, and occasional 
conformity. I am therefore under the necessity of 
conniving at a subject, in which alone whig and tory, 
churchman and dissenter, ministerial and anti-minis- 
terial man unite together, with any degree of cheer- 
fulness." 

. Another impediment to the revival of conversation 
may be ascribed to our notion of its being intended 
as a relaxation from every thing serious, useful or 
moral. The mind has been compared to a bow, 
which is sometimes unbent to preserve its elasticity : 
and because the bow is useless in a state of remission, 
we make the same conclusion of the human mind. 
Whereas the mind is an active principle, and natu- 
rally impatient of ease : it may lose indeed its vigour 
by being employed too intensely on particular sub- 
jects, but recovers itself again, rather by varying its 
application, than by continuing inactive. History, 
poetry, and the lighter parts of science more agreea- 
bly relieve us from abstracted studies, than a total in- 
dolence and dissipation. It is this continued, though 
varied exercise of the mind, in the hours of leisure, 
as well as of business, that seems to have given the 
ancients that superiority over the modems, which we 
are more ready to acknowledge, than to enquire into 
the reason of. Even TuUy himself, if he had dedi- 
cated his retirement to those amusements that em- 
ploy the modem world, might have been delivered to 
^ posterity vnth no greater reputation, than what he 
was entitled to from the character of an eminent 
pleader and politician. It was in that retirement, 
and in the hours of conversation, that he exhausted 
those subjects of reason and philosophy, which have 
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rendered him the admiration of mankind. I was en^ 
gaged lately in conversation with some fiiends on a 
particular branch of writing, that of dialogue. Every 
one admired the ease of die ancients in it, and con- 
demned the modems as stiff and unnaturaL I agreed 
in opinion with them, but thought their reflections as 
much a satire on the age as the writers. Modem dia^ 
logue appears unnatural, because the scenes, the per^ 
sons and the subjects it associates, are seldom united 
in real life. It was natural for an ancient writer to 
represent Varro, Atticus, Brutus, &c. discussing sub- 
jects of the utmost importance to mankind in porti- 
cos or gardens, because the great men of Rome fre- 
quently spent their retirement in this manner. It 
would seem the very reverse to introduce in our days 
sir Thomas requesting my lord Duke to resume his 
arguments for the immateriality of the soul under the 
shade of a beech tree, or entreating him to penetrate 
into the recesses of the wood, that he may pursue 
without intermption his enquiry into the foundation 
of morality. The reason is, that disquisitions of this 
kind do not , frequently engage the thoughts of our 
great men : or if they really think of them, they ap- 
propriate thinking to the particular apartments they 
call their studies. When they chance to penetrate 
into the gloom of woods, it is in pursuit of game, not 
of truth. The conversation in gardens is not of an 
elevated kind ; and the circular seats round spreading 
trees usually insfnre other thoughts than abstracted 
ideas. 

I shall close this subject with lamenting the injury 
done to society by our unnatural exclusion of th^ 
softer sex from every conversation either serious or 
insti-uctive. The most enlightened ages of the world 
entertained juster notions of their merit : even So- 
crates, the father of ancient wisdom, was fond of ac- 
ir^owledging that he had learned eloquence from As- 
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pasia* I may add of the sex, that they derive some 
advantage over us ^m the very defects of their edu- 
cation : their minds operate with more freedom, and 
with the genuine simplicity of uncomipted nature* 
They are not fettered, like ours, by principles and 
systems, nor confined to the particular modes of think- 
ing,^ that prevail in coUeges and schools. The liveli- 
ness too of their imagination entitles them to a ^ace 
in the gravest, as weil as the most cheerful company ; 
I will not even except the Sjrmposia of philosophers : 
for, to conclude a little learnedly, thou^ demonstra- 
^n itself may appear principally tcdepend on the 
judgment, yet the discovery of intermediate ideas, 
necessary to it, is more particularly the province of 
invention- 
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Medio tutissimus ibis. 

Ovip. 

To Mrf FUz-Adam* 

SIR, 

THE golden mean, or middle track of life, has 
always been the best, because it is the happiest: and 
I believe, upon enquiry, it will be found to be the hap- 
piest, because the people so situated are the wisest 
part of mankind ; and being the wisest, are best able 
to subdue those turbulent passions which are the 
gt*eatest enemies to happness. 
u 2 
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But h^s not a man of the first raid^ and fortune a 
greater opportunity^ in proportion to that fortune) to 
acquire kno^^ledge* than a man in middUng circum- 
stances ? Most certaiuiy he has ; and I make no.doid)t 
but that persons of the first quality would be persons 
of the first understanding, if it was not for one very 
material obstacle, I mean fashidn* There are no two 
characters so entirely incompatibk as a man of sense 
and a man of fiishion. A nmn of fashion must de^r 
Yote his whole life to the fashionable pleasures : Among 
the first of these may be reckoned gaming, in the^por^ 
suit of which we cannot a^w him less than a third 
part of the twenty-four hours ; and the other ^xteen 
(allowing for a little sleep) are to be ^ent in aiause-^ 
ments, perhaps less vicious, but not more agreeable* 

I would not here be understood to mean, that every 
man of quality is a man of fashion ; on the contrary, 
I know of several whose titks serve to make their 
merits more conspicuous : but I cannot Kelp observ- 
ing, that the noble lord who holds the first place 
amongst the men of wit and genius> has not been 
known to alter the cock of his little hat for above 
these twenty years* 

If we consider the lowest class of life but for a mo- 
ment, we shall not be at a loss to account from their 
ignorance* They have little more time from their 
labour than what is necessary for refreshment. They 
work to suf^y their own necessities, and the luxuries 
of the great. Let us examine how far these two ex- 
tremes of life resemble each other in their recrea- 
tions and diversions* John Slaughter, the butcher, 
trpts his goose^rumped mare twelve miles within the 
hour for twenty guineas. My lord rides his own 
horse a match for five hundred* Two bricklayer's 
labourers play at all-fours in an ale-house on a Saturn- 
day night for their week's wages* His grace and 
count Basset are ^oing the same thmg at White's 
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for an they arc worth in the world. My I6rd, haying 
been unfortunate in an amour, sends to the doctor at 
Whitehall* Tom Errand, in ^e same dilemma, runs 
away to the Bcen&de upon Ludgate-hill* In theiv 
taste too they are the same* It is common in our 
theatres for the plaudit to come at one and the same 
time from the boxes and the upper gallery. In their 
plurality of wives and mistresses, in their non-observ- 
ance of religious ceremonies, and in many other par- 
tkulars, which I shaU forbear to mentioti, they sefem 
entirely to agree. 

For my own part, I imbibed early the love of me« 
diociity ; and I find it growing upon me as I encreaae 
in years ; insomuch that my discourse, let the sddiject 
be what it will, is generally tinctured with it. Nay, 
I am even afraid, Mr« Fitz<-Adam, when I tell you 
some little anecdotes of my life, that you will accuse 
me of nuining into the extreme, b^r adhering too 
closely and circumstantially to the medium. For ex- 
ample: I' gave more for mty chambers than I need 
to have done, because I would have them in the Mid«> 
die Temple, a situation very agreeable to me, as ly- 
ing in the midway l^etween the city and the court. 
I have never thought myself so happy at the |^y-» 
house, since Burton's box was taken down, though I 
always sit in the center of the middle gaBery. At^ to 
tell you tlie truth, I have often wished myself shorter^ 
because I am somewhat above the middle stature. 

This pailicular way of thinking very frequently 
subjects me to litUe rudenesses and affronts. It Was 
but the other night that a young gentleman of our 
km, who asfHres at being lord chancellor, wished 
Bae in the middle of a horse pond, for dwelling per- 
haps a little too long on the happiness of a middle 
state ; and it is no new thing to me at Nando's to 
overhear the smarts, at my entrance into that cofee- 
house, crying out, ^< Here comes old Medium." 
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These, Mr. Fitz-Adam, are disagreeable things ; 
but then I have the self-satis&ction pf knowing £at 
I am in the right. But I trespass on your patience, 
and besides, have made my letter loiter than I in- 
tended : I shall therefore conclude abruptly with that 
excellent wish of Agar's, " Give me neither poverty 
nor riches." 

I am^ &c. 

By way of supplement to the above, and to illus- 
trate by example the absurdity of running into ex- 
tremes, I shaU present my readers with another kt-r 
ter, which I received some time ago from a female 
ccHTespondent. 



Mr* FUz-Adam^ 

I am an humble cousin to two sisters, who though 
they are good-humoured, good sort of people, and 
(aU things considered) belmve to me tolerably weU, 
yet their manners and dispositions are so extremely 
opposite, that the task of pleasing them is. rendered 
very difficult and troublesome. The eldest of my 
cousins is a very jolly free-hearted girl, and so great 
an enemy to all lands of form, that you seldom see 
htv with so much as a pin in her gown ; while the 
youngest, who thinks in her heart that her sistei: is 
no better than a slattern, runs into the contrary ex- 
treme, and is, in every thing she does, an absolute 
fidfad. She takes up almost as much time to puton 
a gown, as her sister does to dirty one. The eldest 
is too thoughtless to remember what she is to do, and 
the yotmgest is so tedious in doing it, that the time 
is always elapsed in which it was necessary for it to 
be done. If you lend any thing to the eldest, you are 
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sure to have it lost ; or if you would borrow any thing 
of the youngest, it is odds but she revises it, from an 
opinion that you will be less careful of it than herself. 
Whatever work is done by her sister, is too slight to 
hang together for an hour's wear ; and whatever is 
undertaken by the other, is generally too nice and cu^ 
rious to be finished. 

As they are constantly bedfellows, the first sleep of 
the eldest is sure tq be broke by the youngest, whose 
usual time for undressing and folding up her cloaths, 
is at least an hour and a half, allowing a third part 
of that time for hindrances, occasioned by her elder 
sister's things, which lie scattered every where in 
her way. 

If they had lovers, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I know exactly 
how it would be : the eldest would lose'her's by say- 
ing Yes too soon, and the youngest by saying No too 
often. If they were wives, the one would be too hasty 
to do any thing right, and the other too tedious to do 
any thing pleasing: or were they mothers, the daugh- 
ters of the eldest would be playing at taw with itie 
boys> and the sons of the youngest dressing dolls with 
the misses. 

I wish, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that you would be so kind 
to these cousins of mine as to favour them with your 
adfice. I have told you already, that they are both 
good-humoured ; and if you could prevail upon the 
eldest to boiTow from the youngest a little thought 
and neatness ; and the youngest to add to her exact- 
ness a little of the careless freedom of the eldest, 
you would make them very amiable women, and me 
the happiest of all humble cousins. 
I am, sir. 

Your constant reader, 

And most humble servant, 
M. A. 
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No. XCVI. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3U 



I WAS not a little surprised the other day at 
receiving a letter by the penny-post, acquatndng me 
that notwithstanding all I had said in a former paper 
concerning the general reformation that had taken 
place by means of these essays, there were people 
amongst us who were taking pains to undo all I had 
done ; and that unless I exerted myself notably on a 
new occasion, my labours for the good of mankind 
would fall short of their intention. The writer of this 
letter proceeds to inform me, that he has lately ob- 
tained a sight of a dramatic manuscript (taken, as he 
supposes, from a history in Machiavel) called Belphe- 
gor, or the Married Devil, which manuscript, he is 
credibly assured, is intended to be offered at one <^ 
the theatres this very season. My correspondent in- 
veighs greatly against the evil tendency of this pece, 
of which he has sent me a short transcript, entreating 
my publication of it, as a warning to the managers 
against consenting to its exhibition. The transcript, 
which consists only of one short scene, together with 
the introduction, is exactly as follows : 

" Belphegor, a heathen devil, in the disguise of 
christian flesh and blood, makes his entrance upon 
the stage ; where, after a clap of thunder, and several 
flashes of lightning, another devil of a smaller size, 
dressed like a lacquey, in a flame, coloured livery, 
trimmed with l^ack, and stuck round vnth fireworks, 
rises from a trap-door, delivers a letter to Belphegor, 
and, making a very low bow, descends in thunder 
and lightning as he rose. Belphegor then comes 
forward, and reads the letter, which contains these 
words :" 
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<< Forasmuch as our true and trusty devil and 
cousin, Belphegor, hath^ in obedience to our com- 
mands) submitted himself to the torments of the mar- 
ried state for one whole year upon earth, thereby to 
instruct us in the nature of wives, and to get remis- 
sion of punishment for all husbands in this our realms ; 
and we, well knowing the many miseries he hath en- 
dured in this his state of flesh, and being graciously 
pleased to release him from his bondage, have order- 
ed that the earth do open at six in the evening of 
this present day, to re-admit him to our dominions* 
^ Given at our palace, See. 

« Pluto." 

<' Belphegor expresses great joy at reading the let- 
ter ; and while he is thanking Pluto for his cleniency, 
and congratulating himself that his deliverance is 
near at hand, Harleqi|in enters at the back of the 
stage, looking very disconsolately, and bowing to Bel- 
phegor, who, after surveying him with wonder, ex- 
claims as follows. 

Bel. Hey-day ! Who, in the name of Proserpine, 
have we here ? Some o^er devil upon a frolic too, I 
suppose 1 He looks plaguy discontented. If thou art 
a devil, speak to me. (Harlequin shakes Ms head) 
A Frenchman, I presume ; but then he would have 
found his tongue sooner. Are you married, friend I 

Har. A very miserable fellow, sir.^ 

Bel. Why aye ; that sounds a liUle like matrimony. 
But who are you? For by the knave's look, and the 
fooPs coat, you should be some extraordinary person- 
age. 

Har. I could eat a little, sir. 

Bel. Very likely, friend. But who are you, I say ? 

Har. A poor Harlequin, sir, married yestei*day, 
and now running away from my wife. 

Bel. A Harlequm! What's that? 
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Har. Were you never at the play-house, sir? A 
Harlequin is a man of vdt without woI^ds ; his business 
is to convey moral sentiments with a nod of the head, 
or a shake of the nether parts*. ..I'll shew you afiter 
dinner, if you please, sir. 

(Be^hegor wavca Ma handy and a tabic riaea with 
ftrcrviaum and wine*) 

Har* Sir, your most humble servant* If it was not 
for hunger, now, I should beg leave to ask, sir, if you 
fire not the devil* (Sit a down and eata.J 
. Bel* A devil that will do you no harm, friend* 

Har. But are you really the devil, sir ? 

Belt Have you any objections, Mr* Harlequin? 

Har. None in the least, sir; it is not my way to ob- 
ject to trifles* Sir, my humble duty to you* (Drinks.) 
Yes, yes, sir, you must* be the devil, or some such 
great person* And pray, sir, if one may make bold 
to ask, how go matters below, sir ? I ^ suppose you 
have a world of fine company there* But I am afnud, 
sir, ^e place is a little too smoaky for the ladies* 

Bel* To those who had not been used to town in^ 
deed******* 

Har* To be sure, sir, the town is a very natural pre- 
paration* You live pretty much as we do, I suppose \ 

Bel* Pretty much, so, as to the pleasures of the 
place ; rather less scandal among us* 
. Har* And more sinning, perluips? 

Bel* Very little difference as to that : hypocrisy we 
have none of: people of &shion, you know, are abore 
hypocrisy ; and we are chiefly people of fashion* 

Har* No doubt, sir* A good many new-comers I 
reckon from England? 

Bel* A good many, friend; we are particularlj 
fond of the English* 

Har* You have them of all professions, I presume? 

Bel. Lawyers we do not admit* Tliey are good 
sort of '^people in general, and take great pains to 
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come among us; but I don't know how it is, we are 

apt to be jealous of them, I think and so they go 

& little lower down. 

Har. Divines of all religions, I suppose? 

Bel. Rather of no religion, friend: of those we 
liave abundance ; and very much respected they are 
indeed. 

Har. Physicians too, no doubt? 

Bel. And that's a little odd ; for we have no deaths 
among us; and yet there is no country under heaven, 
I believe, so stocked with physicians as ours. 

Har. And traders, pray ? 

Bel. A world of them, of the better sort. The in- 
dustry and wealth of those gentlemen will always se- 
cure them a warm place with us. 

Har. Atheists^ I suppose in plenty? 
. Bel. Atheists! Not that I remember. We have 
abundance of fine gentlemen; but I never heard that 
they professed atheism below. 

Har. And pray, sir, do any of the players make 
you a visit? 

Bel. I never heard that they went any where else. 
They are a little unmanageable indeed ; but we have 
them all, from Roscius of Rome, to Joe Miller of 
Drury L>ane : and a fine company they are. Besides, 
we have all the wits that ever wrote ; and then we have 
no licencer to be a check upon their fancies ; tliough 
I don't remember that lewdness lias been carried a 
degree farther than with you. 

Har. Very likely, sir. But pray, sir, if I may be 
indulged, who are your favourite ladies at present ? 

Bel. Why, indeed, among so large a number^ it is 
hard to say which; The nuns of all nations are rec- 
koned mighty good sort of women; but a devil of true 
taste will tell you that a thorough-bred English wo- 
man of quality will go beyond thei^. 

VOL. iw K 
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Har. You are pleased to compHment the English 
ladies, sir. And what extraorduiary business, if I 
may have leave to ask, may have been the occasion 
of this visit ? 

Bel. Curiosity and a wife : the very two things that 
send you gentlemen upon a visit to us. 

Har. May be so. And pray, sir, what stay do you 
intend to make? 

Bel. Only this evening. 

Har. Can I do you any service, sir? 

BeL Aye ; you shall make love to my wife. 

Har. Her ladyship is from hell too, I suppose ? 

Bel. Going thither as fest as she can, Mr. Harle- 
quin........But I hear her coming ; walk this way, and 

1*11 instruct you. (Exeunu) 

Thus ends the scene ; which my correspondent in- 
veighs against witfi so much bitterness, that when I 
consider it throughout, I am almost of opinion that 
(in the fashionable phrase) he is ** taking me in," and 
that he has desired my publication of it in order to ex- 
cite curiosity, and to get the jnece talked of before its 
appearance upon the stage. And indeed this method 
of puffing by abuse is frequently the most successful 
of any ; for as in these very refornied times a wicked 
book is so rare to be met with, people will be tempted 
to read it, out of mere curiosity. 

I remember a very sceptical pamphlet, that was no 
where to be seen but in the bookseller's shop, until 
the author bethought himself of selecting the most 
offensive passages of it, and by printing them in the 
Daily Advertiser, and calling upon the clergy to con- 
fute, and the magistrate to suppress so pernicious a 
performance, he carried it through three impressions 
in less than a fortnight. If my present correspond- 
ent has adopted this plan, I shall tak^ care to coun- 
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terwork his design, by giving it as my opinion that 
the above scene (however it may be objected to by 
people of a pardcular turn) is perfectly harmless* 



No. XCVII. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7. 



THE following letter is written with such an air 
of truth, that though it comes from one of those un-- 
happy creatures who have always a story to tell in 
palliation of their infamy, I cannot refuse giving it a 
place in this paper. If the artifice that undid this 
poor girl be a common one, it may possibly be less 
practised by being more known. All I shall farther 
say is, that I have made no other alteraticm in the let- 
ter than to correct false spellings and a few errors in 
the English. 



...«•.•.•..■... 



To Mr. FitZ'Adam. 

s;r, 

I AM the daughter of very honest and reputable 
parents in the north of England ; but as an account 
of my family does no way relate to my story, I shall 
avoid troubling you with any farther particulars on 
that head. At the age of seventeen I had leave from 
ay father and mother to accompany a neighbouring 
&mily of some distinction to town, having lived in the 
strictest intimacy with the young ladies of that family 
ever since I was a child. 
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At our arrival in town, we were visited by a great 
deal of company, and anAoiig the rest, by a young 
gentleman of fortune, who seldom passed a day with- 
out seeing us. As this gentleman's family, and that 
of my friends, had been long acquainted, his admission 
to us. was without the least ceremony ; and indeed he 
was looked upon by the young ladies and myself ra- 
ther as a brother than a visitor. I had often observed, 
and I confess with a secret satisfaction, that his be- 
haviour to me, especiaUy when alone, was somewhat 
mbre particular than to any of my companions ; and 
I could not help placing it to his favourable opinion 
of me, that he was continually contriving parties 
iabroad to amuse and entertain us. 

One afterno(»i, having been troubled with the head- 
iach in the morning, and having therefore excused. my- 
self from dining and supping out with the family where 
I lived, he called, as he had many times done, to ask 
us to the play. I expressed my concern at the ladies 
being from home, but foolishly suffered myself to 
be pei*suaded to go alone with him into the gallery, 
after having been laughed at for my objections, and 
told that I ought to have a better opinion of him than 
to think him capable of asking me to do any improper 
thing. 

When the play w^s over, we took coach to return 
home ; but the coachman, having no doubt receiv^ 
his* lesson, stopped just at the door of a tavern, telling 
us that one of the traces was broke, and that he could 
go no farther. I suffered myself to be handed into 
the t?tvem, while another coach was called, which not 
being immediately to be had, my companion observed 
to me smiling, that it was a happy accident, and as 
the family I lived with would not sup at home, I shoukl 
be his guest that evening ; and without waiting for a 
reply, ordered supper and a bottle of champaign. It 
vas in vain th^t I remonstrated against this proposal j 
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he knew, he said, that my friends would not return 
until twelve ; and there could be no kind of harm in 
eating a bit of chicken, and drinking a glass of wine 
Where we were. I was frightened^ at the thoughts of 
what I was doing, but was indiscreet enough to con- 
sent. His behaviour to me all the time was the most* 
respectful in the world. He took care to engage my: 
attention by some interesting discourse, assuring me^. 
as often as I attempted to move, that it was qiate" 
early, and that until a coach could be had, it was to* 
no purpose to attempt g6ing. 

I very freely x:onfess, that being extremely hejated 
at the play-house, I was tempted to drink a glass or 
two of wine more than I was accustomed to, which, 
flurried me a good deal ; arid as my heart was by no 
means indifferent to him who was entertaining me, the 
time passed away almost impeix^eptibly. However, re- 
collecting myself at last, I insisted pe'remptoHly upon 
going ; when, seeing me in earnest, he pulled out his 
watch, and, as if violently -^surprised, declared it was» 
post two o'clock; adding,* in the greatest seeming; 
consternation, that it woiild be impossible for me to 
go home that night, and cursing his own folly for the 
mischief he had brought upon me. 

I will not attempt, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to describe the 
confiision I was in. . Yel still ' I insisted upon going 
home, which he endeavcmred to dissuade me from, by- 
saying, that he too well knew the temper of the gen- 
tleman at whose house I lived, to think of carrying 
me thither at so late an hour ; that he would conduct 
me to a lady of his acquaintance, who, should wait on 
me home in the morning, and make an excuse for. 
my lying out. I answered him, that I wbuld lie no- 
where but at home ; that I detected myself for going 
out with him ; and that I would return immediately, 
kt the hour be what it would. " Let us go first of 
all," replied he, '< to the lady's, where I will leave you 
X 2 
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but for a moment, and see if the family are sitting up' 
fior you ; for to knock at the door and be refused ad* 
mittance would ruin your reputation in the opinion of 
all the neighbourhood." I still insisted upon going 
home, and a coach was accordingly called and pro- 
cured ; but instead of carrying me to my friends, it 
stopped at a house in another street. Here I was 
forced against my will to alight. The mistress of it 
was up ; a circumstance which I should have won- 
dered at, if I had not been frightened almost to death, 
and incapable of thinkings speaking, or knowing what 
I did. • • 

The wretch, after having apologized to the lady 
for the distress he had brought me into, left me in 
great haste, to bring me intelligence of what was do- 
ing at home. He returned in a short time, and witk 
the greatest seeming concern in his countenance^ 
told me, that he had learned from one of the servants^ 
that the family had supped at home ; that they were 
exasperated against me beyond forgiveness ; that 
they concluded me undone ; and that they had sworn 
never to admit me into their doors again, 

I was quite thunder-struck at this intelligence, and 
accused the wretch who brought it me as the vilest 
of menf He fell upon his knees, conjuring me not 
to think him capable of any design in what was done, 
and vowing to sacrifice his life and fortune to rein- 
state me in the good opinion of my friends. I was 
obliged now to put myself under his protection ; but 
refused going to bed, though pressed to it by the lady 
of the 'house, who called herself his relation. Elarly 
in the morning, taking the lady along with him, he 
pretended to go agfun to my friends ; but returned to 
me with an account that they were quite outrageous 
against me, and absolutely determined never to sec 
me again. I wrote to them in the most moving man- 
ner that my heart could indite, and gave the letter to 
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the care of this false friend. I wrote also to my pa- 
rents, letter after letter, but without receiving a sylla- 
ble from them in return ; so that I now looked upon 
myself as completely undone. The anxiety I suffer- 
ed threw me* into n fever, during which time the 
wretch hardly ever stirred from my bed-side, vowing 
that his life depended upon my recovery. I was soon 
indeed restored to my health, but never to my peace. 
My betrayer began nov to talk to me of love ; and I 
be^an foolishly to regard him as one that had suffer-! 
ed too much for what I could not impute to him as a 
crime. He saw, and took care hourl)»tQ improve, 
my too favourable opinion of^j^im ; and at. length (for 
why should I dwell minutely on what I wish for ever 
to forget?) by a thousand stratagems on his side, 
and by fatal inclination on my own, irrecoverably 
undid me. 

From that very day his affection begap to cool : 
and (will it be believed when I tell it ?) grew in a very 
little time to hate me to that degree, that in order to 
get rid of me, and to make our separation my ovra 
act, he confessed to me the whole scheme he had 
laid to get me ; shewed me advertisements in the pa-, 
pers from my friends and parents, offering rewards 
for my discovery ; and re4.urned me the letters I had 
written to them, every one of which he had detained* 
I stood astonished at his villany, and abhorred him 
in my soul. But alas I it was now too late for me to 
apply to friends. Ruminating one afternoon on my 
deplorable condition, I was surprized at seeing an el-i 
derly lady enter my chamber. She made me an apo** 
logy for her visit, and very frankly toW me, that from 
distant hints which she had that day received from the 
mistress of the house, she apprehended I was fallen 
into bad hands ; which, if true, she woiild be glad to 
assist me to the utmost of her power. She spoke this 
with so much affection and good-nature, that 1 made 
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no scru]^e of telting.her my whole story, which so ex- 
tremely affected her, thkt she shed tears while I spoke, 
and often interrupted me with her exclamatioiis against 
the villany of men. At the conclusion, she o£Pered 
that moment to take me away, assuring me that her 
house, her purse, apd her sincerest friendship shodld 
always be mine. I would have fallen on my knees to 
thank her, but she prevented me ; and ordering a 
coach to be called, she conveyed me that -very even- 
ing to her country-house. ' 

I stayed there a week, and met with the most land 
and tender treatment from her. She compelled me 
to accept of some cbanpesof cloaths and linen, and 
then brought me to her nouse in town ; where, in lesa 
than four-and-twenty hours, she told, me, without the 
least ceremony, that I no doubt, knew, for what pur- 
pose she had taken me, and that as I could have na 
pretensions to modesty, she- hoped my behaviour 
would be such as should ^ve hjpr no occasion to re- 
pent of her kindness to me. .1 desired to understand 
her, and was ii^rmed (though not; in plain wprds) 
that my benefactress was a bawd^ and that she hadi 
taken me into her family for the most infamous of 
purposes. I trembled with amazement, and insisted 
on leaving the house that instant. She toW nve, I was 
at full liberty to do so ; but that first I mqst pay her 
for my lodging and cloaths. She spoke this with 
great ease and carelessness, and the.n left me to my- 
self. I ran down stairs .with precipitation ; but alas 1 
scarce was I out of the street before I was stopt and 
brought back by a bailiff who had a writ against me. 
I lequested that 1 might have leave to write to the 
gentleman from whom I had bjsen. taken: for bad as 
he was, I said, he would not utterly desert me. I 
was permitted to write as I desired ; and the wretch ' 
indeed answered my letter; but it was only to tell me 
that as I had thought proper to run away from him, 
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he should have nothing farther to say to me; and 
that, in short, I must either submit to conditions, or 
go immediately with the bailiff. Frightened at the 
horrors of a prison, and hoping that my story might 
move compassion in those to whom I was to be in- 
troduced, I consented to do as they would have me ; 
but alas, sir I I was mistaken ; they listened indeed 
to my story ; but instead of melting at my misfortunes, 
they adored me, they said, for my invention. At 
length having led the life of a prostitute for more 
than a month, I attempted to make a second escape, 
and to fly to the hands of justice for protection : but I 
was again caught and carried to a spunging-house ; 
where, after remaining two days, a gentleman who 
had been admitted to me at that vile woman's, came 
to ^ee me in my confinement, paid off the debt for 
which I was arrested, and took me to be his mistress. 

But though the life I now lead is in some degree 
more supportable than that which I have escaped 
from, yet to one who hopes that she has still some re- 
mauis of principle left, it is terrible and shocking. 
•My friends know what I am, and what I have beenj 
but they reject and hate me : and I have not the least 
glimmering of hope ever to recover from the situa- 
tion I am in, unless my story should merit the com- 
passion of him to whom I now send it, and find a place 
m The World. Vile as I am, I would be otherwise 
if I might. I am not old in wickedness, though I 
have gone such lengths in it ; being now really and 
tmly but just turned of eighteen, and having left my 
father's house no more than fifteen months ago, two 
of which months I have lived in innocence and repu- 
tation with the most worthy of families. 

As to him who has brought upon me all this weight 
of misery, and who serenely and unconcernedly can 
reflect upon what he has done (for so I am sure he.^ 
does) I have nothing to fear, and nothing to hope. I 
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can therefore have but one inducement te' desire your 
publication of this letter, which is, that my friends 
may know that I have gained that credit with a stranger 
which they have refused to give me, and that I am 
really and truly an object of compassion. 

I am, sir, 

(though lost to myself) 

Your most Eadthful humble servant. 



No. XCVIII. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14. 



IT gives me great pleasure that I am able in 
this day's paper to congratulate the polite part of my 
fellow-subjects of both sexes, upon the splendid revi» 
val of that moit rational entertsdnment, an Italian 
opera. Of late years it had seen^ to sicken, so 
that I greatly &ared that the unsuccess&il efforts 
which it made from time to time, were its convulsive 
and expiring pangs. But it now appears, and indeed 
much to the honour of this country, that we have still 
too many protectors and protectresses of the liberal 
arts, to suffer that of music, the most liberal of them 
aH, to sink for want of due encouragement. 

I am sensible that Italian operas have frequently 
been the objects of the ridicule of many of our great- 
est wits ; and, viewed in one light only, perhaps not 
without some reason* But as I consider all pul^ic 
diversions singly with regard to the effects, which they 
may have upon the nK>rals and manners of the public, 
I confess I respect the Italian operas, as the most in- 
nocent of any. 
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The severe Monsieur BoHeau justly condemns the 
French operas^ the morals of which he calls 

„ Morale lubrique 

Que Lully rechauffa des sons de sa musique. 

But then it must be considered that French operas are 
always in French, Mid consequently may be under- 
stood by many French people ; and that they are fine 
dramatic tragedies^ adorned with all the graces of 
poetry and harmony of sounds,, and may probably in- 
spire too tender, if not voluptuous sentiments. Can 
the Italian opera be accused of any thing of this kind ? 
Certainly not. Were, what is called the poetry of it 
intelligible in itself, it would not be understood by one 
in fifty of a British audience : but I beUeve that even 
an Italian of common candour will confess, that he does 
not understand one word of it. It is not the intention 
of the thing: for should the ingenious author .of the 
words, by mistake, put any meaning into them,, he 
would, to a certain degree, check and cramp the ge- 
nius of the composer of the mysic^ who perhaps might 
think himself obliged to adapt his sounds to the sense: 
whereas now he is at liberty to scatter indiscriminate- 
ly, among the kings, queens, heroes and heroines, his 
adagio's, his allegro's, his pathetics, his chromatics, 
and his jiggs. It would also have been a restraint 
upon the actors and actresses, who might possibly 
have attempted to form their action upon the meaning 
of their parts ; but as it is, if they do but seem, by 
turns, to be angry and sorry in the two first acts, and 
very merry in the last scene of the last, tiiey are sure 
to meet with their deserved applause. 

Signor Metastasio attempted some time ago a very 
dangerous innovation. He tried gently to throw some 
sense into his operas ; but it did not take : the con- 
sequences were obvious, and liobody knew where 
they would stop. 
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The whole skill and judgment of the poet now con- 
sists in selecting about a huiodred words (for the opera 
vocabulary does not exceed that number) that termi- 
nate in Uquids and vowels, and rhyme to each other* 
These prords excite ideas in the hearer, though they 
were not the result of any in the poet* Thus the word 
tortoreUa^ stretched out to a quaver of a quarter of an 
hour, excites in us the idea of tender and £uthful love ; 
but if it is succeeded by mtmcelia^ that soothing idea 
gives way to the boisterous and horrid one of a skiff 
(that is, a heart) tossed by the winds and waves upon 
the main ocean of k>ve. The handcuffs and fetters in 
which the hero commonly appears at the end of the 
seccMid, or the beginning of the third act, indicate cap- 
ti^ty, and when properly jingled to a pathetic piece of 
recitativo upon questi cefipiy are reaUy very moving) 
and inspire a love of liberty. Can any thing be more 
innocent, or more moral than this musical pantomime, 
in which there is not one indecent word or action, but 
Where, on the contrary, the most generous senti- 
ments are (however imperfectly) pointed out and in- 
culcated ? 

I was once indeed afraid that the hcentiousness of 
the times had infected even the opeifa : for in that of 
Alexander, the hero going into the heroine's apart- 
ment found her taking a nap in an easy chair. 
Tempted by so much beauty, and invited by so fa- 
vourable an opportunity, he gently approached, and 
stole a pair of gloves. I confess I dreaded the con- 
sequences of this bold step ; and the more so, as it 
was taken by the celebrated Signor Senesino. But 
all went off very well; for the hero contented himself 
ivith giving the good company a song, m which he 
declared that the lips he had just kissed were a cou- 
ple of rubies. 

Another good effect of the Italian operas, is, that 
they contribute extremely to the keeping of gpod 
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liours ; the whole audience (though passionately fond 
of music) being so tired before they are half, and so 
sleepy before they are quite done, that they make the 
best, of their way home, too drowsy to enter upon 
fresh pleasures that night* 

Having thus rescued these excellent musical dramas 
from the unjust ridicule which some people of vulgar 
and illiberal tastes have endeavoured to throw upon 
them, I miust proceed and do justice to the virtuosos 
and virtuosas who perform them. But I believe it 
-will be necessary for me to premise, for the sake of 
many of my English readers, that virtH among the 
modem Italians, signifies nothing less than what vir^ 
tus did amcmg the ancient ones, or what virtue signi- 
fies among us ; on the contrary, I might say that it 
signifies almost every thing else. Consequently those 
respectable titles oi virtuoso virtuosa have not the least 
relation to the moral characters of the parties. They 
mean only that those persons (endowed, some by na- 
ture, and some by art, with good voices) have from 
their in&ncy devoted their time and labour to the va- 
rious combinations of seven notes: a study that must 
unquestionably have formed their minds, enlarged 
their notions, and have rendered them most agreeable 
and instructive companions ; and as such, I observe 
that they are justly solicited, received, and cherished 
by people of the first distinction. 

As tiiese illustrious personages come over here 
with no sordid view of profit, but merely ^' per far 
piacer a la nobilita Inglese," that is, to bblige the 
English nobility, they are exceedingly good and con- 
descending to such of the said English nobility, and 
even gentry, as are desirous to contract an intimacy 
with them. They will, for a word's speaking, dine, 
sup, or pass the whole day with people or a certain 
condition, and perhaps sing or play, if civilly requested. 
Nay, I have known many of them so good ^ to pass 

VOL. II. Y V 
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two or three months of the summer at the country 
seats of some of their noble friends, and thereby mi- 
tigate the horrors of the country and the mansion- 
house, to my lady and her daughters* I have been 
assured by many of their chief patrons and patrones- 
ses, that tliey are all the best creatures in the world; 
and from the time ^f Signor Cavaliero Nicolini down 
to this day, I have konstantly heard the several great 
performers, such ?.s Farinelli> Carestini, Monticelli, 
Gaffanelli, as well as the Signora Cuzzoni, Faustina, 
&c. much more pi-aised for their aflfability, the gen- 
tleness of their manners, and all the good qualities of 
the l>ead and heart, than for either their musical skill 
or. execution* I have even known these their social 
virtues lay their protectors and protectresses under 
great dif&culties how to reward such distinguished 
merit. But benefit-nights luckily came to theu* as- 
sistance, . and gave them an opportunity of insinuat- 
ing, with all due regard, into the hand of the per- 
former, in lieu of a ticket, a considerable bank-bill) 
a gold snuff-box, -a diamond-ring, or some such trifle. 
It is to be hoped that the illustrious Signor Farinelli 
has not yet forgot the many instances he experienced 
of British munificence : for it is certain that many pri- 
vate families still remember them. 

All this is very well ; and I greatly approve of it, 
as I am of tolerating and naturalizing principles. But 
however, as the best things may admit of improve- 
ment by certain modifications, I shall now suggest 
two; the one of a public, the other of a private na- 
ture. I would by all means welcome these respect- 
able guests, but I would by no means part with them, 
as is too soon and too often the case. Some of them, 
when they have got ten or fifteen thousand pounds 
here, unkindly withdraw themselves, and purchase 
estates m land in their own countries ; and others are 
6pdu9ed ^m us, by the pressing invitations of some 
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great potentate to come over to superintend his plea- 
sures, and to take a share in his councils. This is 
not only a ^reat loss to their particular friends, the 
nobility and f^entry, but to the nation in general, by 
turnuig^ the balgnce of our musical commerce consi- 
derably against us. I would therefore humbly pro- 
pose, that immediately upon the arrival of these valu- 
able straUj^ers, a writ of " ne exeat regnum" should 
be issued to keep them here. The other modifica- 
tion, v/hich I beg leave to hint at only, it being of a 
private nature, is, that no virtuoso whose voice is be- 
low a contralto.^ shall be taken to the country seat of 
any family whatsoever ; much less any sti'apping fid- 
ler, bassoon or bass viol, who does not even pretend 
to ^ing, or if he does, sings a rough tenor, or a tre- 
mendous bas5. The consequences may be serious, 
but at Rast the appearances are not edifying. 



No. XCIX. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21. 



Prudens foturi temporis exitum 

Caliginosi nocte premit Deus ; 

Ridetque, si iijortalis ultra 

Fas trepidat. Quod adest, memento 
Componere aequus. 

lion. 

IT requires very little experience of the world 
to discover that mankind seldom enjoy the present 
hour, but are almost continually employing their 
thoughts about the future. Thb disposition may in- 
deed serve to delude some people into a happiness, 
which, othenvise, they would never knoiv; and w 
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sometimes see men engaging in prospects s^pparen% 
disadvantageous to themselves, that they may enjoy 
the comfortable thought of having benefited their fii- 
milies. But unfortunately thb is not the general turn 
of mankind ; and, I am a&aid, still ley so of my coun- 
trymen than of any others : they are constantly loo^- 
mg towards the dark side of the prospect, fearing 
every thing, and hoping nothing. 

This unhappy disposition seems to spread its bale- 
ful influence more fatally in this month, than in any 
other of the whole year : for besides the colds, va- 
pours, and nervous disorders with which individuals 
are afflicted, the state always suffers exceedingly dur- 
ing this month. I myself remember this country un- 
done every November for these forty years. The 
truth is, that to make amends for that levity and dis- 
sip;ition of thought which horse-racing and rural 
sports have occasioned in the summer, every zealous 
Englishman sits down at this season seriously to con- 
sider the state of the n|Jion ; and always, upon ma- 
ture reflection, concludes that matters are so bad, that 
the business of government cannot possibly be carried 
on through another session. The products of the 
press, either proceeding from persons really affect- 
ed by the season, or cunningly designed to suit the 
gloomy disposition of the buyer, all tend to increase 
this disoi-der of the mind. Serious Considerations, 
The Tears of Trade, The Groans of the Plantations, 
and the like, are the titles that spread the sale of 
pamphlets at this season of the year; while The Cor- 
dial for Low Spirits, and The Pills to purge Melan- 
choly, have no chance for a vent, until the spring has 
given a turn to the blood, and put the spirits into a 
disposition to be pleased. 

There are indeed many recreations and amuser 
ments in this metiH>polis, tjiat are designed as so ma- 
ny antidotes to the general gloom ; but though we 
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hsuve bad this year the greatest importation of enter- 
tainment that ever was known, I doubt, there are many 
inhabitants of this city who are at present so totally 
possessed with the spleen, that they do not know of 
Kalf the number of dancers, singers, mimics, and 
beauties, which are already arrived. It is, however 
comfortable to reflect on that happy revolution, which 
is constantly brought about by' the Christmas holidays 
and the lengthening of the days. Those who seemed 
to be so lately lost in despair, grow into spirits on a 
sudden ; and plays, operas, balls, pantomimes, and bur- 
lettas diffuse an universal ecstasy. 

But even in the midst of this highest tide of spiritSf 
I am sorry to say it, the most groundless suppositions 
of what may possibly happen, shall spread a cloud over 
all our joy. The idea of an invasion, a comet, or an 
earthquake, shall keep the whole town in an agony 
for many weeks* In short, every apprehension shall 
in its turn make an impression on our imaginations, 
except that of a future state. 

That this great event should not occupy those 
minds which are totally engrossed by the present, is 
not much to be wondered at ; but that it should be the 
only view towards which these lookers-forward never 
turn their eyes, is an inconsistency altogether unacr 
countable. 

When Falstaff 's wench is sitting upon his knee, her 
hint seems to be a little ill-timed, when she advises 
him " to patch up his old body for heaven;" and his 
reply is suitable to the place and occasion ; " Peace, 
good Doll ; do not speak like a death's-head ; do not 
bid me remember mine end." Mrs. Quickly was no 
less blameable on the other side, when finding him 
so near his end that hs began to cry out, she says, 
<< Now I to comfoft him, bid him he shoul({ not think 
of God." 

T 2 
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I avoid entering sciroisly and particufciHy into this 
sfd>ject, that I may not give niy paper the air of a ser- 
mon ; and instead of using arguments of a reHgions 
cast, I desire only to recommend a propriety and con- 
sistency of thought and conduct. It is thereforcthat 
1 would advise my -readers either to throw aside, not 
for this month only, but for their whole Kves, this 
gloomy curiosity that will avail them nothing, atid to 
enter into a free jmd full enjoyment of the present ; 
or if, of necessity, they must direct their whofe at- 
tention to the foture, let it be to that expectation, 
which they may depend upon with the utmost certain- 
ty, which will afford the most profitable exercise for 
their inquisitive thoughts, and which will be the only 
instance where an anxious concern for the future can 
possibly be of service t« them* 

I have been principally led into this train of think- 
ing by a letter which I received yesterday by the pen- 
ny-post, and which I shall here communicate to my 
readers, as a proper conclusion of this paper. 



To Mr. FitZ'Adanu 



I AM just returned firom a short visit to some 
relations of mine, who live in, a large old mansion- 
house in the country. The gloomy aspect of the 
place, the unpleasing appearance of nature at the fall 
of the lefef, and the alteration of the weather, with a 
change of the season, made me acquiesce in the re- 
ceived opinion, that there is really something dread- 
flil in the influence of this month of November; 
which, however, we who live in London, have no 
such apparent reason to be affected with. 
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The raelancholy hnpret^cm #hich I received'fhmi 
the i4ace> was greatly increased by the turn of its iiw 
habitants. My uncle and aunt are blessed with a 
cempetent fortune and two fine chifclren ; bixt thty 
neither enjoy the one> nor edncate the other ; theit 
iHiole attention being eng^ssed by objects^ which) 
in tlieir estimation^ are of much gpreater conse(|aence« 
My uncle is continually employed in computing the 
year in which this kingdom is to become a province 
to France ; and my aimt is no less occupied in endea- 
vouring to fix the exact time of the Millennium. 

A younger brother of my uncle's, who lives in the 
family, and who is a very grpat mathematician, has 
been busied many year^ift calculations, which he as- 
serts, are of the utmost importance to the world, as 
they affect the duration and well-being of it* He is 
greaUy apprehensive that from sir Isaac NeWton's 
system, the time will come when this earth, round as 
it was at first created, will be- as fiat as a pancake : 
but long before this event can happen, it must cer- 
tainly suffer a more palpable inconvenience* He ha$ 
made a discovery that the profusion of man consumes 
faster than the earth produces* Vast fleets, and enor- 
mous buildings have wasted almost all our oak ; and 
the firs of Norway are beginning to fail* What shall 
we do, he says, when the coal, ^alt, iron, and lead 
mines are exhausted ? And besides, may it not hap« 
pen before these events take place, that such vast ex* 
cavations, inconsiderately made, may give a pernicious 
inequality to the balance of the gH>be ? These argu«> 
ments are slighted by his brother, who^ is more inv- 
mediately alarmed for the balance of Europe ; but 
they hare great weight with my aunt, as they evince 
the necessity of a renewal, and tend to hasten, as wefl 
as prove, the establishment of the Millenmum* 

A fisurther account of the anxieties of this &mily 
may posaiblf be the subject of another letter : I shaU 
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however, conclude this with discovering to you 1117 
own* I am in great pain lest the young squire should 
turn out a vulgar and imperious blockhead, from hav- 
ing been left all his life to servants ; and. I am sorry 
to say, that the event which my uncle and aunt have 
most immediate reason to apinrehend, is my cousin 
Mary's running away with the butler* 

I am, sir, 

Your humble servant, 

A. Z. 



No* C* THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28* 



I HEARD the other day, with great pldlsure, 
from my worthy friend Mr. Bodsley, that Mr. John- 
son's English Dictionary, with a grammar and his- 
tory of our language prefixed, wiU be published this 
winter, in two large volumes in folio. 

I had long lamented that we had no lawfid standard 
of our language set up, for those to repair to, who 
might chuse to speak and write it grammatically and 
correctly : and I have as long wished that either some 
one person of distinguished abilities would undertake 
the work singly, or that a certain number of gentle- 
men would form themselves, or be formed by the go- 
vernment, into a society for that purpose. The late 
ingenious Dr. Swift proposed a plan of this nature to 
his friend (as he thought him) the lord treasurer Ox- 
ford, but without success j precision and perspicuity 
not being in general the favourite objects of ministers, 
and perhaps still less so of that minister than any other. 
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Many people have imagined that so extensire a 
work would have been best performed by a number 
of persons, who should have taken their several de- 
partments, of examining, sifting, winnowing (I borrow 
this image from the Italian Crusca) purifying, and fi^- 
nally fixing our language, by incorporating their re* 
spective funds into one joint stock* But whether this 
opinion be true or false, I think the public in gene- 
ral, and the repubKc of letters in particular, greatly 
obliged to Mr. Johnson, for having undertaken and 
execiited so great and desirable a work. Perfection 
is not to be expected from man ; but if we are to judge 
by the various works of Mr. Johnson, already pub^ 
lished, we have good reason to believe that he will 
biing this as near to perfection as any one man could 
do. The plan of it, which he published some years 
ago, seems to me to be a proof of it. Nothing can 
be naore rationally imagined, or more accurately and 
elegantly expressed. I therefore recommend the pre- 
vious perusaJ of it to all those who intend to buy the 
dictionary, and who, I suppose, are all those who can 
afford it. 

The celebrated dictionaries of the Florentine and 
French academies owe their present size and perfec- 
tion to very small beginniags. Some private gentle- 
men of Florence, and some at Paris, had met at each 
other's houses to talk over and consider their respec- 
tive languages: upon which they published some short 
essays, which essays were the embryos of those per- 
fect productions, that now do so much honour to the 
two nations. Even Spain, which seems not to be the 
soil where, of late at least, letters have either pros- 
pered, or been cultivated, has produced a dictionary, 
and a good one too, of the Spanish language, in six 
large volumes in folio. 

I cannot help thinking it a sort of disgrace to our 
nation, that hitherto we have had no such standard of 
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our language : ouf dictionaries at present being more 
properly what our neighbours the Dutch and the Ger- 
mans call theirs, word-books, than dictionarjes, in tlie 
superior sense of that title. All words, good or bad, 
are there jumbled indiscriminately together, inso- 
much that the injudicious reader may speak and 
write as inelegantly, improperly, and vulgarly as he 
pleases, by and with the authority of one or other of 
our word-books. 

It mudt be owned that our language is at present 
in a state of anarchy ; and hitherto, perhaps, it may 
not have been the worse for it. During our free and 
open trade, many words and expressions have been 
imjwrted, adopted, and naturalized from other lan- 
guages, which have greatly enriched our own^ Let 
it still preserve what real strength and beauty it may 
bave borrowed from others, but let it not, like the 
Tarpeian maid, be overwhelmed and crushed by un- 
necessary foreign ornaments. The time for discri- 
mination seems to be now come. Toleration, adop- 
tion, and naturalization have run their lengths. Good 
order and authority are now necessary. But where 
shall we find them, and at the same time the obedi- 
-ence due to them ? We must have recourse to the old 
Roman expedient in times of confusion, and chuse a 
dictator. Upon this principle I give my vote for Mr. 
Johnson, to fill that great and arduous post. And I 
hereby declare that I make a total surrender of all my 
rights and privileges in the English language, as a 
free-bom British subject, to the said Mr. Johnson, 
during the term of his dictatorship. Nay, more ; I 
will not only obey him, like an old Roman, as my dic- 
tator, but, like a modem Roman, I will implicitly be- 
lieve in him as my pope, and hold him to be infallible 
while in the chair ; but no longer. More than this 
he cannot well require ; for I presume that obedience 
can never be expected when there is neither terror 
to enforce, nor interest to invite it. 



d by Google 



THE WOBLD« 263 

I confess that I have so much honest English pride/, 
or, perhaps, prejudice about me, as to think myself 
xnore considerable for whatever contributes to the ho- 
iiour, the advantage, or th^ ornament of mj native 
country. I have ti[ierefore a sensible pleasure in re- 
flecting upon the rapid progress which our language 
has lately made, and still continues to make all over 
£ur(^. It is frequently spoken, and almost univer- 
sally understood, in Holland ; it is kindly entertained 
as a relation in Uie most civilized parts of Germany ; 
and it is studied as a learned language, though yet 
liXtle spoke, by all those in France and Italy, who 
either have, or pretend to have, any learning. 

The spreading the French language over most 
parts of Europe, to the degree of making it almost an 
universal one, was always reckoned among the glo- 
ries of the reign of Louis the fourteenth. But, be it 
remembered, that the success of his arms first open- 
ed the way to it ; though, at the same time, it must 
be owned, that a great number of most excellent au- 
thors, who flourished in his time, added strength and 
velocity to its progress : whereas our language has 
made its way singly by its own weight and merit, 
under the conduct of those leaders, Shakspeare, 
Milton, Locke, Newton, Swift, Pope, Addison, Sec. 
A nobler sort of conquest; and a far more glorious 
triumph, since graced by none but willing captives ! 
These authors, though, for the most part, but indif- 
ferently translated into foreign languages, gave other 
nations a sample of the British genius. The copies, 
imperfect as they were, pleased and excited a gene- 
ral desire of seeing the originals ; and both our au- 
thors and our language soon became classical. 

3ut~a grammar, a dictionary, and a history of our 
language, through its several stages, were still Want- 
ing -at home, and importunately called for &om abroad. 
Mr. Johnson's labours will now, and 1 dare say, very 
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fuSly^ supply that want, and greatly contribute to the 
farther spreading of our language in other countries* 
Learners were discouraged by finding no standard to 
resort to, and consequently thought it incapable of 
any* They will now be undeceived, and encourage* 
There ace many hints and considerations relative 
to our language^ which I should have taken the liberty 
of si^gesting to Mr* Johnson, had I not been con- 
vinced that they have equally occurred to himc but 
there is one,, and a very material one it is, to which 
perhaps he may not have given all the necessary at- 
tention* I mean the genteeler part of our language, 
which owes both its rise and progress to my ^drx:oun- 
try women, whose natural turn is more to the copious- 
ness, than to the correction of diction* I would not 
advise him to be rash enough to prescribe any of those 
happy redundancies,, and luxuriancies of expression, 
with which they have enriched, our language* They 
willingly inflict fetters, but very unwillingly submit to 
wear them» In this case his task will be so difficult, 
that I design, as a common friend, to propose in some 
future paper,, the means which appear to me the most 
likely to reconcile matters* 

P. S. I hope that none, of my courteous readers 
will, upon this occasion, be- so uncourteous as to sus- 
pect me of being a hired and interested puff of t^iis 
work ; for I most solemnly protest, that neither Mr* 
Johnson, nor any person employed by him, nor any 
bookseller or booksellers concerned in the success of 
itj have ever offered me the usual compliment of a 
pair of gloves or a bottle of wine ; nor has even Mr* 
Dodsley, though my publisher, and, as I am informed, 
deeply interested in the sale of this dictionary, so much 
as invited me to take a bit of mutton with them. 
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WHEN I intimated in my last paper some dis- 
trust of Mr. Johnson's complaisance to the fairer part 
of his readers, it was because I had a greater opinion 
of his impartiality and severity as a judge, than of his 
gallantry as a fine gentleman. And indeed I am well 
a.ware of the difficulties he would have to encounter, 
if he attempted to reconcile the polite, with the gram- 
Tnatical part of our l^guage. Should he, by an act 
of power, banish and attaint many of the favourite 
AV^ords and expressions with which the ladies have so 
IMrofiisely enriched our language, he would excite the 
indignation of the most formidable, because the most 
lovely part of his readers; his dictionary would be"^ 
condemned as a system of tyranny, and he himself, 
Uke the last Tarqum, run the risk of being deposed. 
So popular and powerful is the female cause ! On the 
other hand, should he, by an act of grace, admit, legi- 
timate and incorporate into our language, those words 
and expressions, which, hastily begot, owe their birth 
to the incontinency of female eloquence ; what severe 
censures might he not justly apprehend from the 
learned part of his readers, who do not understand 
complaisances of that nature. 

For my own part, as I am always inclined to plead 
the dause of my fair fellow-subjects, I shall now take 
the liberty of laying before Mr. Johnson those argu- 
menjts which upon this occasion may be. urged in their 
favour, as introSuctory to tlie compromise which I 
shall humbly ofiFer and conclude with. 

Language is indisputably the more immediate pro- 
vince of the fair sex : thsre they shine, there they ex- 
cel. The torrents of their eloquence, especially in 
tlie vituperative way, stun all opposition, and bear 
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away, in one promiscuous heap, nouns, pronouns, 
verbs, moods, and tenses. If words are wanting 
(which indeed happens but seldom) indignation in- 
stantly makes new ones; and I have often known 
four or five syllables that never met one another be- 
fore, hastily and fortuitously jumbled into some word 
of mighty import. 

Nor is the tender part of our language less obliged 
to that soft and amiable sex ; their love being at least 
as productive as their indignation* Should they la- 
ment in an involuntary retirement the absence of the 
adored object, they give new murmurs to the brook, 
new sounds to the echo, and new notes to the plain- 
tive Philomela. But when this happy copiousness 
flows, as it often does, into gentle numbers, good 
gods ! how is the poetical diction enriched, and the 
poetical licence extended I Even in common conver- 
sation, I never see a pretty mouth opening to speak, 
but I expect, and am seldom disappointed, some new 
improvement of our language. I remember many 
expressive words coined in that fair mint. I assisted 
at the birth of that most significant word Flirtation, 
which dropped from the most beautiRil mouth in the 
world, and which has since received the sanction of 
our most accurate Laureat in one of his comedies.^— 
Some inattentive and undisceming people have, I 
know, taken it to be a term synonymous with co- 
quetry ; but I lay hold of this opportunity to unde- 
ceive them, and eventually to inform Mr. Johnson, 
that flirtation is short of coquetry, and intimates only 
the first hints of approximation, which subsequent 
coquetry may reduce to those preliminary articles, 
that commonly end in a definitive treaty. 

I was also a witness of the rise and progress of that 
most important verb, to Fuzz ; which, if not of legiti- 
mate birth, is at least of fair extraction. As I am 
not sure that it has yet made its way into Mr. John- 
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son's literary retirement, I think rty self obliged to 
inform him that it is at present the most useful, and 
the most used word in our lani^uage ; since it means 
no less than dealing twice together with the sa];ne pack 
of cards, for luck's sake, at whist. 

Not contented with enriching our language with 
words absolutely new, my fair country-women have 
gone still farther, and improved it by the application 
and extension of old ones to various and very different 
wgnifications. They take a word and change it, like 
a guinea into shillings for pocket money, to be em- 
ployed in the several occasional purposes of the day. 
For instance, the adjective vast, and its adverb vast- 
ly, mean any thing, and are the fashionable words of 
the most fashionable people. A fine woman (under 
this head I comprehend all fine gentlemen too, not 
knowing in truth where to place them properly) is 
vastly obliged, or vastly offended, vastly glad, or vastly 
sorry. Large objects are vastly great, small ones are 
vastly little ; and I had lately the pleasure to hear a 
fine woman pronounce, by a happy metonymy, a very 
small gold snuff-box that was produced in company, 
to be vastly pretty, because it was vastly little. Mr. 
Johnson will do well to consider seriously to what de- 
gree he will restrain the various and extensive signi- 
fications of this great word. 

Another very material point still remains to be con- 
sidered ; I mean the orthography of our language, 
which is at present very various and unsettled. 

We have at present two very different orthogra- 
phies, the pedantic, and the polite ; the one founded 
upon certain dry crabbed rules of etymology and 
grammar, the other singly upon the justness and de- 
licacy of the ear. I am thoroughly persuaded that 
Mr. Johnson will endeavour to establish the former ; 
and I perfectly agree with him, provided it can bs 
ijuietly brought about. Spelling, as well as music, is 
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better performed by book, than merely by the ear, 
which may be variously affected by the same sounds. 
I therefore most earnestly recommend to my fedr 
country-women, and to their faithful or faithless ser- 
vants, the fine gentlemen of this realm, to surrender 
as well for their own private, as for the public utility, 
all their natural rights and privileges of mis-spelling, 
which they have so long enjoyed, and so vigorously 
exerted. I have really known very fatal consequences 
attend that loose and uncertain practice of auriculfir 
orthography ; of which I shall produce two instances 
as a Sufficient warning. 

A very fine gentleman wrote a very harmless in- 
nocent letter to a very fine lady, giving her an ac- 
count of some triflmg commissions which he had ex- 
ecuted according to her orders. This letter, though 
directed to the lady, was, by the mistake of a servant, 
delivered to, and opened by the husband ; who find- 
ing all his attempts to understand it unsuccessful, 
took it for granted that it was a concerted cypher, 
under which a criminal correspondence, not much to 
his own honour or advantage, was secretly carried on. 
With the letter in his hand, and rage in his heart, he 
went immediately to his wife, and reproached her in 
the most injurious terms with her supposed infidelity. 
The lady, conscious of her own innocence, calmly re- 
quested to see the grounds of so unjust an accusation ; 
and being accustomed to the auricular orthography, 
made shift to read to her incensed husband the most 
inoffensive letter that ever was written. The husband 
was undeceived, or at least wise enough to seem so: 
for in such nice cases one must not peremptorily de- 
cide. However, as sudden impressions are generally 
pretty strong, he has been observed to be more sus 
picious ever since. 

The other accident had much worse consequences. 
Matters were happily brought, between a fine gentle 
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man and a fine lady, to the decisive period of an ap- 
pointment at a third place. The place where is always 
the lover's business, the time when the lady's. Accord- 
ingly an impatient and rapturous letter from the lover 
signified to the lady the house and street where; to 
which a tender answer from the lady assented, and 
appointed the time when. But unfortunately, from the 
uncertainty of the lover's auricular orthography, the 
kdy. mistook both house and street, was conveyed in 
a hackney chair to a wrong one, and in the hurry and 
agitation which ladies are sometimes in upon those 
occasions, ru^ed into a house where she happened to 
be known, and her intentions consequently discovered* 
In the mean time the lover passed three or four hours 
at the right place, in the Alternate agonies of impa- 
tient and diss^pointed love, tender fear, and anxious 
jealousy. 

Such examples really make one treijible ; and will, 
I am convinced, determine my fair fellow-subjects 
and their adherents, to adopt, and scrupulously con- 
form to Mr. Johnson's rule of true orthography by 
book. In return to this concession, I seriously ad- 
vise him to publish, by way of appendix to his great 
work, a genteel neological dictionary, containing those 
polite, though perhaps not strictly grammatical w«rds 
and phrases, commonly used, and sometimes under- 
stood, by -the beau monde. By such an act of tolera- 
tion, who knows but he may, in time, bring them with- 
in the pale of the English language ? The best Latin 
dictionaries have commonly a short supplemental one 
annexed, of the obsolete and barbarous Latin words, 
which pedants sometimes borrow to shew their eru- 
dition. Surely then, my country-women, the en- 
richers, the patronesses, and the harmonizers of our 
language, deserve greater indulgence. I must also 
hint to Mr. Johnson, that such a small supplement^' 
dictionary will contribute infinitely to the sale of 
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^jreat one ; aXid I make no question but that under 
the protection of that Httle work, the great one will 
be received in the genteelest houses* We shalf fre- 
quently meet with it in ladies dressing-rooms, lying 
upon the harpsichord, together with the* knotting 
bag, and Signor Di-Giardino*s incomparable con- 
certo's; and even sometimes in the powder rooms 
of our young nobility upon the same shelf with their 
German-flute, their powder niask, and tiieir four- 
horse whip. 



No. CII. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12. 

iProferet in lucem speciosa vocabula rcrum. 

Hou. 

Jfr. FitZ'jidamy 

AS an Englishman, I gratefully applaud the zeal 
you shew for ascertaining our language ; and am ec^al* 
ly ready to acknowledge the use and eveu the neces- 
sity of the neological dictionary, mentioned in your 
last paper. I must however beg leave so far to dis- 
sent from you as to doubt the propriety of joining to 
the fixed and permanent standard of our language, a 
vocabulary of words which perish and are forgot with- 
in the compass of the year. 

That we are obliged to the ladies for most of these 
ornaments to our language. I really acknowledge ; 
but it must also be acknowledged that it would be de- 
grading their invention to suppose they would desire 
a perpetuity of aHy thing whose loss they caii so Easily 
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su^ly* It would be no less an error to imagine that 
they wanted a repository %r their words after they 
have worn them out, than that they wished for a 
WM'drobe to preserve their cast-off fisishions. Novelty 
is their pleasure : singularity and the love of being 
before-hand is greatly flattering to the female mind. 
From hence arises the present taste for planting, and 
the pleasure the ladies take in shewing their exotics, 
as giving them an opportunity of talking Greek* 
WiSi what respectful pleasure do their admirers gaze, 
while their pretty mouths troll out the Toxicodendron, 
Chrysanthemum, Orchis, Tragopogon, Hypericum, 
and the like ? 

From hence only can we account for that jargon 
which the French call the Bon ton,' which they are 
obliged to change continually, as soon as they fmd it 
profaned by any other company but one step lower 
than themselves in their degrees of politeness. A 
l^dy armed with a new word, Qxults with a conscious 
superiority, and exercises a tyranny over those who 
do not understand her, like the* delegates of the law, 
witli their Capias, Latitat, and Venire facias ; but a 
word which has been a month upon the town loses 
its force, and makes as poor a figure as the law put 
into Engtish. 

In order therefore to interpret every new word, and 
what is still more important, to give the different ac- 
ceptations of the same words, according to the vari- 
ous senses in which they are received aud understood 
in the different parts of this extensive metropolis, I 
would recommend a small portable vocabulary to be 
annually published and bound up with the almanack* 
It is of great consequence that a work of this nature 
should be duly and carefully executed, because though 
it is very grievous to be ignorant, it is !much lAore ter- 
rible to be deceived or misled ; and this is greatly to 
be apprehended from the abuse of turning old words 
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from their former signification to a sense not only very 
different, but often directly contrary to it. The coin- 
ing a new word, that is to say, a new souod, wiiich 
had no sense previously afiixed to it, witt probably 
have no other ill effect than puzzling for a while the 
understanding and memory : but what shall we say 
to the turn which the present age has taken of giving 
an entire new sense to^ words and expressions, and 
that in so delicate a case as the characters of men? 
I remember when a certain person infonned a large 
company at the polite end of the town, that, in the 
city, a good man was a term meant to denote a man 
who was able and ready at all times to pay. a bill at 
sight, the whole assembly shook their heads, and 
thought it was a strange perversion of language. 
And yet these Very persons are not aware that the 
phrases they commonly use would appear equally 
strange on the other side Temple -bar. A silly fel- 
low, for instance, would there be thought a weak 
young man, wholiad been So often imposed upon that 
he was not worth a groat ; instead of that, it is the 
most common term for one who possesses the very 
fortune, talents, mistress or preferment which his 
describer wishes to have. In like manner, a silly 
woman implies one who is more beautiful, young, 
happy and good-natured than the rest of her female 
acquaintance. Odd man is a term we frequently hear 
vocifc; rated in the streets, when a chairman is in want 
of a partner. But when a lady of quality orders her 
porter to let in no odd people, she means all decent, 
grave men, women who hav^ never been talked of, 
many of her own relations, and all her husband's. 

Besides those words which owe their rise to ca- 
price or accident, there are many which having been 
long confined to particular professions, offices, dis- 
tricts, climates, &c. are brought into public use by 
feshion, or. the reigning topic on which conversation 
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has happened to dwell for any considerable time. 
During the great rebellion they talked universally the 
language of the scriptures. < " To your tents, O Is- 
rael," was the well-known cry of faction in the streets. 
They beat the enemy " from Dan even unto Beershe- 
ba,'*^ and expressed themselves in a manner which 
must have been totally unintelligible, except in those 
extraordinary times, when people of all sorts happen- 
ed to read the Bible. To these succeeded the wits of 
Charles's days ; to understand whom it was necessary 
to have remembered a great deal of bad poetry ; as 
they generally began or concluded their discourse 
with a couplet. In our own memory, the late war, 
which began at sea, filled our mouth with terms from 
that element. The land war not only enlarged the 

size of our swords and hats, but of our words also 

The peace taught us the language of the secretary's 
office. Our country squires made treaties about their 
game, 'and ladies negociated the meeting of their lap- 
dogs. Parliamentary language has been used with- 
out doors. We drink claret or port according to the 
state of our finances. To spend a week in the coun- 
try or town is a measure ; and if we dislike the mea- 
sure, we put a negative upon it. With the rails and. 
buildings of the Chinese, we adopted also for a while 
their language. A doll of that country we called a 
joss, and a slight building a pagoda. For that year 
we talked of nothing but palanquins, nabobs, manda- 
rins, junks, seapoys, &c. To what was this owing, 
but the war in the East-Indies ? 

I would ^erefbre rather propose, in order to ren- 
der this work complete, that a supplement be added 
to it, which shall be an explanation of the words, fi- 
gures and forms of speech of the country, that will 
most pi'obably be the subject of conversation for the 
ensuing year. For instance, whoever considers the 
destination of our present expedition, must think '' 
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high time to publish an intei'pretation of West-India 
phrases, which will soon become so current among 
us, that no man will be fit to appear in company, who 
shall not be able to ornament his discourse with those 
jewels. For my part, I wish such a work had been 
published time enough to have assisted me in reading 
the following extract of a letter from one of our co- 
lonies. 

.«...." The Chippoways and Orundaks are still very 
troublesome. Last week they scalped one of our In- 
dians: .but the six nations continue firm; and at a 
meeting of Sachems it was determined to take up the 
hatchet, and to make the war-kettle boiL The French 
desired to smoak the calumet of peace ; but the half- 
king would not consent. They offered the speech- 
belt, but it was refused. Our governor has received 
an account of their proceedings, together with a string 
of wampum, and a bundle of skms to brighten the 
chain." 

A work of this kind, if well executed, cannot fail 
to make the fortune of the undertaker : for .1 am con- 
vinced that a guide to the new Ei^lish tongue must 
have as great a sale as the British Peerage, Baronet- 
age, Register of Races, List of the Houses, and other 
such-like nomenclators, which constitute the useful 
part of the modern library. 

I am, sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

CD. 
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I AM never better pleased than when I can vin- 
dicate the honour of my native country ; at the same 
time, I would not endeavour to defend it preposter* 
ously, nor to contradict the eyes, the senses of man- 
kind, out of stark good patriotism. The fluctuating 
condition of the things of this world necessarily pro- 
duces a change in manners and morals, as well as in 
the face of countries^and cities. Climates cannot ope- 
rate so powerfully on constitutions, as to preserve the 
same character perpetually to the same nations. I 
do not doubt but in some age of the world the Boeo- 
tians will be a very lively, whimsical people, and fa- 
mous for their repartees; and that our neighbour 
islanders will be remarkable for the truth of their 
ideas, and for the precision with which they will de- 
liver their conceptions. Some men are so bigotted 
to antiquated notions, that if they were, even in this 
age, to write a panegyric on old England, they would 
cram their composition with encomiums on our good 
nature, our bravery, and our hospitality. This indeed 
might be a panegyric on old England, but would have 
very little resemblance to the modem characteristics 
of the nation. Our good nature was necessarily sour- 
ed by the spirit of party ; our courage has been a lit- 
tle damped by the act of parliament that restrained 
prize-fighting ; and hospitality is totally impracticable, 
since a much more laudable custom has been intro- 
duced, and prevailed universally, of paying the ser- 
vants of other people much more than their master's 
dinner cost. Yet we shall always have virtues suffi- 
cient to countenance very exalted panegyrics : and if 
some of our more heroic qualities are grown obselet^ 
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Others of a gentler cast, and better calculated for the 
help of society, have grown up atxd diffused them- 
selves in their room. While we were rough and 
bold) we could not be polite ; while we feasted half a 
dozen wapentakes with sirloins of beef, and sheep 
roasted whole, we could not attend to the mechanism 
of a plate, no bigger than a crown piece, loaded with 
the legs of canary birds, dressed a la Pompadour. 

Let nobody start at my calling this a polite nation. 
It shall be the business of this paper to prove that we 
•are the most polite nation in Europe ; and that France 
must yield to us in the extreme delicacy of our re- 
finements. I might urge, as a glaring instance in 
which that nation has forfeited her title tb politeness, 
the impertinent spirit of her parliaments, which, 
•though couched in very civil-worded remonstrances, 
is certainly at bottom very ill-bred. They have con- 
tradicted their monarch, and crossed his clergy in a 
manner not to be defended by a people who piqued 
themselves upon compliments and attentions. — But I 
abominate politics : and when I am writing in defence 
of politeness, shall certainly not blend so coarse a 
subject with so civil a theme. 

It is not virtue that constitutes the politeness of a 
nation, but the ai*t of reducing vice to a system that 
does not shock society. Politeness (as I understand 
the word) is an universal desire of pleasing others 
(that are not too much below one) in trifles, for a tit- 
Ue time ; and in making one's intercourse with them 
agreeable to both parties, by civility without ceremo- 
ny 9. by ease without brutality, by acquiescence with- 
out sincerity. A clergyman who puts his patron in- 
-to a sweat by driving him round the room, till he has 
found the coolest place for him, is not polite. When 
Bubbamira changes her handkerchief before you, and 
wipes her neck, leather than leave you alone while she 
sliouid perform the refreshing office in the next room, 
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I sliovdd think she is not polite. When Boncoeur shivers 
on your dreary hill, where for twenty years you have 
been TGunly endeavouring to raise reliictant planta- 
tions, and yet profess that only some of the trees have 
l>een a little kept back by the late dry season, he is 
not polite ; he is more ; he is kind* When Sophia 
is really pleased with the stench of a kennel, because 
her husband likes that she should g^ and look at a 
favourite litter, she must not pretend to politeneasi 
she is only a good wife* If this definition, and these 
instances are allowed me, it will be difficult to main- 
tain that the nations who have had the most extensive 
renown for pofiteness, had any pretensions to it. The 
Greeks called all the rest of the world barbarians : 
the Romans went still farther, and treated them as 
such. Alexander, the best-bi^d hero amongst the 
former, I must own, was polite, and shewed great 
attentions for Darius's family ; but I question^ if he 
had not extended his attentions a little farther to the 
princess Statira, whether he could be pronounced 
quite well-bred. As to the Romans, so far were they 
from having any notion of treating foreigners with 
regard, that there is not one classic author that men- 
tions a single ball or masquerade^ given to any stran- 
ger of distinction. Nay, it was a common practice 
with them to tie kings, queens, and women of the 
first %shion of other countries in couples, like hounds, 
and drag them along their via Piccadillia in triumph, 
for the entertainment of their shop-keepers and pren- 
tices. A practice that we should look upon with hor- 
ror I What would the Examiner have said, if the 
duke of Marlborough had hauled marshal Tallard to 
St. Paul's Of the Royal Exchange, behind his chariot? 
How deservedly would the French have called us sa- 
vages, if we had made marshal Belisle pace along the 
kennel in Fleet-street, or up Holborn, while some oi 
our ministers or generals called it an ovation I 
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The FreBch, who attempt to ^cceed the Roftiaite 
in empire, and who afffect to have succeeded them ih 
politeness, have adopted the same Vay of tKiitldng, 
though so contrary to ti*ue good-breeding. Thev 
have no id^a that an Englishman or a Gtirman ever 
ttts a suit of cloaths till he arrives at Paris. They 
wotider, if you talk of a coach at Vienna, or of u 
. soupe at London; atid are so confident of having 
riionopolized all the arts of civilized life, that with the 
greatest complaisance ih the wotld, they affirm td 
you, that they suppose your dukes and duchesses live 
in caves, with only the property of wider forests than 
ot^in*ary, and that les mi lords Anglois, with a ^reat 
deal ^f money, live Upon raw flesh, and ride races 
'wlthoiit breeches Or saddles. Ai'theii* hbiises they 
iteceive you with wbnder that shocks ybti, ot with'in- 
dlfferetice^at mortifies ydu ; arid If thev ^Ut th^ttt- 
s^l^s to the torture of conversing with you, aftef* 
you have taken infiriite paitis lo acquire their lan- 
guage, it is tne<*ely to Ihform you, that yob niiitlidr 
VriowWbw to dress like a sensible man, nor to eat, 
drink, game, 6t di,Vert yourself like a christian, 'ftcfw 
dlffbreht are our attentions to foreigners! how open 
our hptisfe^ to theit nobility, our jiur^es to their trtides- 
tiAehl'-* Btft'^Hhout drawing antitheses betwedivour 
politi^ess ?ind their ill-breeding, I shall i^roduce an 
in^unci ih' vi'Hicih Ve have pushed our i*efinements 6n 
the duties^' sbdiety beyond what the most civilized 
tialioiis*^fer iinag;iiied. We are not only well-bt-ed 
in<:dmrtiort ihtercourse,buit our very crimes are trans- 
acted with such a softness of manners, that though 
thfcyniay iiqiir^, they' are siife never to affront our 
neighbour; The instance I mean is, the extre\nfc 
good-breeding that has beeri introduced into the sci- 
ence of robbery ; Which (considering how very fre- 
quent it is befconie) would really grow a nuisance t6 
society, if the pi^offessors 6f it had not' taken all ima- 
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g^n^ble precautions tq ipake it a& civil a commerce as 
gaining, cQpveyAncingj toad-eating^ pimping, or any 
of the monpy-inveigling arts, which have already go^ 
aiv establisl^^d footing in the world* A high^yayI^an 
\iiquld be reckoned £^ brute, a monster, if he had not 
all manner of attention not tp frighten the ladies 5 
5^ non^ of the great Mr. Nash's laws are more sa- 
cred than that of restoring any favourite bauble to 
wfciicli.^ robbed lady has a particular partiality. Now 
tjirn your eyes to France. No people upon earth has 
l^s of thc^ scavoir vivre than their banditti. No Tar- 
tar has less douceur in hjs roapijer tjxan a French highr 
wayman. He takes your money without making yoi| 
a; bow, an4 your life withoi^t making you an apology. 
This obliges th^ir government to keep up a numerous 
guil^ a severe police, rack^, gibbets, and twenty trou- 
bl^sonae things, which might all be avoided, if they 
would only reckon and breed up. their thieves to be 
good company. I know that some of our latest im- 
l)orted young gentlemen afliirm tjiat the Sieur IVJandrJeu, 
the terror qi the eastern provinces, learned to danoe of; 
Marseille himself, and has frequently supped with the 
i|)comparable Jelliot. But until I hear whether he dies. 
Ifte a gentleman, I shall forbear to rank him vvith the, 
fietit-maUres of our own Tyburn* How extreqcxe h, 
iht fioUiease of the latter] ^\t^ Chepevix ha^ mt^, 
TjDQT^ insinuation when she sells a snuff-box of /iqfiier 

. mc^fiy or a bergamot toothpick-case, thaa a high- 
wayman when he b^gs to know if you have np rings. 
Q? ban^bill^. 

An acquaintance of mine wa^ robbed a few years* 
^;o, and Very near shot through the head by tlie go- 
ing off of a pistol of the accomplished Mr. M'Lean ; 
yet the whole affair was conducted with the greatest, 
good-breeding on both sides. The rot)ber, who had 

^ only taken, a pur$e " this way,'* because he had that 
^ijomiog beeiv disappointed of marrying a great fo 
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tune> no sooner returned to his lodgings, than he sent 
the gentleman two letters of excuses, which with less 
wit than the epistles of Voiture, had ten times more 
natural and easy politeness in the turn of their ex- 
pression. In the postscript, he appointed a meeting 
kt Tyburn at twelve o'clock at night, where tjie gen- 
tleman might purchase again any trifles he had lost ; 
and my friend has been blamed for not accepting the 
rendezvous, as it seemed liable to be construed by iU- 
natured people into a doubt of the honour of a man, 
who had given him all the satis&ction in his power, 
for having unluckily been near shooting him through 
the head. 

The Lacedemonians were the only people, except 
the English, who seem to have put robbery on a right 
foot ; and I have often wondered how a nation ^at 
had delicacy enough to understand robbing on the 
highway, should at the same time have been so bap- 
baroue, as to esteem poverty, black-broth, and vir- 
tue I We had no highwaymen, that were men of fe- 
shion, till we had exploded plumb-porridge. 

But of ajl the gentlemen of the road who have con- 
formed to the maimers of the great world, none 
seem to me to have carried true politeness so far as 
a late adventurer, whom I beg leave to introduce to 
my readers under the title of the visiting highway- 
m^. This refined person made it a rule to rob none 
but people he visited ; and whenever he designed an 
impromptu of that kind, dressed himself in a rich 
suit, went to the lady's hoiise, asked for her, and not 
feoding her at home, left his name with her porter, 
after enquiring which way she was gone. He then 
followed, or met her on her return home, proposed 
his demands, '^hich were generally for some favourite 
ring or snuff-box that he had seen her wear, and 
which he had a mind to wear for her sake ; and then 
letting her know that he had been to waij on heP| 
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took^biB leave with a cool bow, and without scamper- 
ing away, as other men of fashion do from a visit with 
really the C4>pearance of liaving stolen something. 

As I do not doubt, but such of my fair readers as 
propose being at home this winter, will be impatient 
to send this charming smuggler (Charles Fleming l^y 
name) a card for their assemblies, I am sorry to t^ 
^m that he was hanged last week. 



No. CIV. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26. 



Seria com pos^imy quod delectantia msdim 

3cribere, tu causa es, Lector 

Mart. 

THIS being the day after the festival of Christ- 
mas, as also the kst Thursday of the old year, I feel 
myself in a manner called i^on for a paper suitable 
to the solemity of the occasion. But, upon reflection^ 
I find it necessary to reject any such consideration, 
for the same reason that I have hitherto declined giv- 
ing too serious a turn to the generality of these es- 
says. Papers of pleasantry, enforcing^ some lesser 
duty^ or reprehending some fashionable folly, will be 
of more real use than the finest writing and most "^r- 
tuous ratoral, which few or none will be at the pains 
to read through. I do not mean to reproach the age 
with havii^ no delight in any thing serious ; but I 
cannot help observing, that the demand for moral 
essays (and the present times have produced many 
excejilent ones) has of late fallen very short of their 
acknowledged merits. 

Aa 2 
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The world has always considered atnusement to be 
the principal end of a public paper: and though it ia 
the duty of a writer to take care Aat some useful 
moral be inculcated, yet unless he be happy in the 
peculiar talent of couching it under the appearance 
of mere entertainment, his compositions wilt be use- 
less; his readers will sleep over his enlivened in^ 
structions, or be -disgusted at his too frequently over- 
hauling old worn-out subjects, and retailing what is 
to be found in every library in die kingdom. 

Innocent mirth and levity are more apparently the 
province of such an undertaking. as this ; but whether 
they are really so or not, while mankind agree to think 
so, the writer who shall happen to. be x$ a. different 
opinion, must soon £nd hinaself obliged either to lay 
aside his prejudices or his pen* Nor ought it to be 
supposed in the. present times, when every general 
tojMc is exhausted, that there can be any other way 
of engaging the aUenticHi, than by representing tte 
mannei*s.as fast as they change, and enforcing the 
novelty of tjiej^i with all the powers of drawing, and 
hei^teni!;^ \\ with all the colouring af humour. The 
only 4^n&v '^3 le^t the habit of levity shoukl tend to 
the admissioci of 9^ thing contrary to the design of 
suqh a» WQ^. To tjus I can only say, that the greats 
est f fotj fjta% b<?i8n taken in the course of these jmpers 
to weigh and consider the tendency of every sen^- 
mient.and expression i and if any thing imprc^r has 
obtained a place- in them, I can truly assert that it has 
been only owing to that inadvertency which attends a 
various publication; and which is so inevitable, that 
(however extra^inary it may seem to those who are 
jnow to be told it) it is notorknis that there are papers 
printed in the Guandian whicX were written in artful 
ridicule of the very undertakei's of that ^ork> and 
their most particular friends. 
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In writings of humour, figures are sometimes used 
of so delicate a nature, that it shall often happen that 
some people will see tilings in a direct cpntrarp sense 
to what the author and the majority of readers under- 
stand them. To such, the most innocent irotoy may 
appear irreligion or wickedness* But in the misap- 
prehension of this figure, it is not always that the 
reader is to blame. A great deal of irony may seem 
very clear to the writer, which may not be so proper- 
ly managed as to be safely trusted to the various ca- 
pacities and apprehensions of all sorts of readers. In 
such cases, the o<»Mluctor of a paper will be liable to 
various kinds of censure, though in reality nothing 
can be proved against him but want of judgment. 

Having^iven my general reasons against the too 
frequent writing of serious papers, it may not be im- 
proper to^)eak more partieukirly of ihe season which 
gave rise to these reflections, and to shew that as mat- 
ters stand at present, it wouM not eveti be a sanction 
for such kind of compositions. Our «nccfflftca*s cofi^- 
dered Christmas in^^e double light tfP k hoQr eOth- 
memoration, and a cheerful festivs^; fold ftccbrtfeij^r 
distingiusfaed it by devotion, by vaeatfoiif frdnV busi- 
ness, by merriment and Yi09>i^t6tSHyi Thef ^eni^ 
eagerly bent to make tiiemfee*res" And ^Vei'3^ bddy 
about them hfeppy. With what pwActuaf^ ^al dM ^h6y 
wish one another a merry Christti^as 1 and w)tdt ^ 
omission .would it have been thought, td tiavecot^ 
eluded a letter withoiit M the compfim^tist df tM sea- 
son I" The great hall resounded with the tumultiious 
jays of servants and tenants, and the gambols they 
pkyed served as amusement to the lord of die mah« 
sion and his &n^ly, who by encouraging every art 
conducive to mirth and entertainment, endeavoured 
to soften the rigour of the season, and to mitigate the 
influence of winter. What a fund of delight was the 
chusing king and queen upon Twelfth-night I ar' 
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how greatly ought we to regret the neglect of mince- 
pies, which, besides the idea of merry-making inse^ 
parable from them, were always codisidered as the 
test of schismatics ! How zealously were they swal- 
lowed by the orthodox, to the utter confusion of aU 
fanatical recusants I If any country gentleman should 
be sa unfortunate in this age as tp lie under a suspi- 
cion of heresy, where will he find so easy a method of 
acquitting himself, as by the ordeal of {dumb-porridge ? 

To account for a revolution whi^ ha^s rendered this 
season (so eminently distingukhed formerly) now so 
little different from the rest of the year, will be na 
difficult taslu The shaiie which devotion ^ad in the 
solemnization of Christmaa is grftatly reduced > and 
it is not to be expected, that those who have no reli- 
^on at any other time of the year, should suddenly 
bring their minds from a habit of dissipation to a tem^ 
per not very easy to be taken up with the day. As to 
the influence which vacation from business and festal 
mirth have had in the celebration of the holidays, they 
can have no particular effect in the present times, whea 
almost every day is spent like an anniversary rejoicing, 
when every dinner is a feast, the very tasting of our 
<win€^ hard diinking^ and our common play gaming. 
Ulir not therefbrerto.be wondered at, that there is 
Ts&MiBig remainmg in ihis town t^ characterize the 
time, tot the ocange and rosemary, and the bellman's 
verses* 

The Romans alk}tted this month to the celebration 
of the feast csdled the Saturnalia. During these holi- 
days every servant had the liberty of saying what be 
pleased to his master with impunity. 

.„ , Age Ubertate Decembri, 

Quando ita majores voluerunt, utere 

1 wish with all my heart that the same indulgence 
was allowed to servants in these times, provided that it 
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would be a restraint upon their BGentiousness through 
the rest of the year. 

The most fatal revohition, and what prmcipally con- 
cerns this season, is the too general desertion of the 
country, the great scene of hospitality. Of all the 
follies of this age, it is the least to be accounted for, 
how small a part <^ such as throng to London in the 
winter, are those who ei^er go upon the plea of bu- 
siness, or to amuse themselves with what were for- 
merly called the pleasures of the i^ace* There are 
the theatres, music, and I may add many other enter- 
tainments, which are only to be had in perfection in 
the metrop6lis: but it is really a fact, that three parts 
in four of those who crowd the houses which are al- 
ready built, and who are now taking leases of founda- 
tions which are to be houses as fast as hands can make 
diem, come to town with the sole view of passing their 
time over a card-table. 

To what this is owing I am at a loss to conceive ; 
but I have at least the satis&ction of saying, that I 
have not contributed to the growth of this folly ; nor 
do I find, upon a review of all my papers^ that I have 
jmnted this town in sUch glowing and irresistible co- 
burs, as to have caused thk forcible attraoticHi* J 
have not so much as given an ironicid commendation 
of crowds, which seem to be the great alluren;i^nt9 ; 
iK>r have I any where attempted to put the ple^^^^r^ 
of the town in competition with those of the country. 
On the contrary, it has been, and will be, my care dur- 
ing the continuance of this work^to delineate the man- 
ners and £5Lshions of a town-life so truly and impar- 
tially, as rather to satisfy than excite the curiosity of 
a country reader, who may be desirous to know what 
is 'doing in the world. If at any time I should allow 
the metropolis its due praises, as being the great mart 
for arts, sciences, and erudition, I ought not to be ac- 
cused of influencing those persons who pay their v' 
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s|to t0 it upon very different conaderations : nor can 
any thing I shall say, of the tendency above mention- 
ed»> be {^aiuled in encuse for coming^ up to to^im merely 
t« play at cards* 

P^ S. It. would badcaUngui^ratefully by my cor- 
FfB^ondentS) if at the close of this seccoid year I for- 
got to acl^iowledge the many obligations I owe them. 
It iQay also be ncfcessary to add, that, several letters 
sMre come to hmi^ wluch are not rejectedt but post- 
piiiwd* 
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A. 

ABUSE, the most successful method of puffing, pa^ 126. 
Instances of it, 127. 
Advertisements for wives, the greatest modesty of them, 154, 

155. 
Age, the present one, better than any other, 123. Why railed 

at, ibid. 
Alexandrian library, its inscription, 97. 
Allegory of Prosperity and Adversity, 173 to 178. 
Alteration, the first principle of an improver, 128. 
Amanda, consequences of the publication of her history in The 

World, 7, 8. 
Amusement, the prinoipal design of a public paper, 281. 
Ancients, their ignorance in the art of making thunder and 

lighming, 167. 
Annihilation, the thought of it how terrible, 113. 
Anti-Gallicans, their premiums for encouraging the manufac- 
ture of thunder and lightning, 171. 
Antoine, his amour with Clarinda, 147, 148. 
Apelles, an extinguisher, 21, 22. 
Architecture, how improved by the mixture of the Gothic afid 

Chinese, 41, 42. 
Arts, their affinity to mannevs, 140 to 145. 
Auricular orthography, its uncertainty, 268. Mistakes occa- 
sioned by it, 268, 269. 
Author, not absolutely and at all thiies an' object of contempt, 

32. 



B. 

Bath, miraculous cures -performed there by T«e 'World, 101. 
Bawd, the address snd behaviour oS One, 133, 134. 
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Bdpliegor, or the married devil, transcript from k, S39 to 243^ 
Blameless, Rebecca, her letter to Mr. Fitz-Adam, 8, 
Bobbin, Winnefired, her letter to Mr. Fitz-Adam, 9. 
Boileau, his remark upon French operas, 251. 
Books, the food of the mind, 64, 65. Physic of the mind, not 

food, 9r. Their different effects on different constitutions, 

98. 
Bromwich, Mr. advice to him, 68. 



Canons for the toilet, 145. 

Cantabrigius, his character, 221. 

Carbuncle, Dr. his character, 208. 

Cards, the grand inducement for people's coming to town, 285. 

Cecil, shr William, his letter to sir Henry Norris, 126. 

Chastity, in a wife, an over-value for it apt to make her foxget* 

fill of the other virtues, 34. 
Christmas, how observed by our ancestors, 283, 284. Whj 

neglected at present, ihid. 
Christmas holioays, the revolutions occasioned by them, 257. 
Cicero, his declarations concerning Plato, 204. 
Clarinda, her amour with Antoine, 147, 148. 
Club, description of one, 2Q5. Chsiracters of its members, 206 

to 210. 
Concealment, its great hdp to fancy, 144. 
Conversation, the abuses of it, 227 to 233. 
Country family, melancholy turn of it, 258, 259. 
Countiy church, the sleepers at it, who, 63. 
Coxcomb, the symptoms of one, 195. 
Crowding, the love of it the ruling passion of a woman, T6, 
Cuckold, his character vindicated from contempt, 33. To be 

held in esteem from the respect we owe to great men, 34. 
Culverin, Colonel, his character, 207. 



D. 

Davis, Major, hit duel vn^ Ralph Pumpkin, 88. 

Deafness, the principal qualification of a hearer, 28. 

Death, the contempt of it to what o^ing, 113. Those people 

the most averse to it who have the least enjoyment of lifb, 

and why, 114, 115. 
Dialogue, ancient and modem compared, 232, 233. 
dictionary, English, Mr.Johnson's, considered, 260 to 264. 
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X!>ictionaries of the Florentine and French academies, their rise 
and perfection, 261. Those of the English only word-books, 
262. 

13611 Common, her advice to Falstaff, 257. 

1>iinkinK, an acquired, not a natursJ vice, 217. 

I>aties of society ; our refinements upon them, 228. 



E. 

Effeminacy in men, the affectation of it, how ridiculous, 37, 

£lectrical engine, cures performed by it, 168. 

Electrical experiments, how beneficial to the manufacture of 

thunder and lightning, 167. 
England, its superiority in politeness to other nations, 277. 
Engrlish Dictionary, by Mr. Johnson, its utility, 264. 
English language, its progress over Europe, 263. Various and 
. unsettled orthography of it, 267. 
Epaminondas, a saying of his, 112. 
Epitaph of a moral atheist, on himself, 114. 
Extinguisher, the use of it how to be extended, 21. 
Extingpiishing office, a proposal to erect one in this metropolis, 
and what, 19 to 21. 



Fair youths, their pain to appear manly» 37. 

Falstaff, his reply to Doll Common, 257. 

Family interest, frequently the destruction of family estates, 111. 

Fashion, its effects on the understandings of great people, 234, 
235. 

Feeble, lord, his character, 206. 

Finical, lord, a description of his library, 64 to 68. 

Fitz-Adam, Mr. how imposed upon by a correspondent, 7. 
His great lenity, 102. Misrepresented by his enemies, 105. 
His treatment of splenetic correspondents, ibid. His thoughts 
of annihilation, 113. His surprize at receiving a letter insinu- 
ating that he grows dull, 200. His willingness to continue 
his labours, while there is the least folly remaining, ibid. His 
great satisfaction at the reformations he has occasioned, 202. 
His belief that the MillenniiQn is near at hand, 203. Resolves 
to lay down his paper the Thursday after its commencement, 
ibid. His acknowledgments to his correspondents, ibid. His 
petition in verse to the • of •*•, ibid. His character of a fel- 
low-collegiate of his, 209. His account of a modem Syii(ipo- 
VOL. II. B b 
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jUOA, 210 to 216. His instniction to the fiociel^. of Syhanfj s, 
220. Hisvindicationof Italian qjems, 350 to 255. ifispro- i 
posal to Mr. Johnson for a neological dictionary, 269. Advan- y 
tages of it, ibid. His great pleasure in vindicatii)^ tbe hpivnir i^ 
of his native coimtry, 275. His reasons £br dediDin^ MiioiMi ^ 
essays, 281. ti 

Fitz-Adani, Mrs. her aptness to interpret judgments. :, 

Fleming, Charles, the visiting highwayman, his conformity to {^ 
the manners of the great world, 280, 281. 

Flirtation, birth and meaning of that word, 266. 

FoUy, the cliace after It Kke hunting a witch, 104. 

Frankly, Mr. his courtship to the widow G. IS^* 135. 

French, their utqwlitoneast 27^. Vulgar behavioiir of Hhdit. i 
highwaymen, ibid, 

French acadefllies,tliedanger of sending our ycMtk to theiii»5SL 

French fashions introdiused into ^is kfaif^om by QfMen EStza^ 
beth, 126. 

French historian, his observtuion <n the English ^fy^ho^wone in 
possession of Aquitain, 219. 

French operas, condf tined bgr BoBean, 250. 

Frettabit, SuftamdOi, herlettw to Mr. FitZ'Adun, 5r. 

FrettalHt, Toby, his method of shorbentng a visttauion, 58* 

Future, mistaken anxieties about it, 257. 

Future state, the apprehensions of it, not apt to make any im* 
pression on the imagination, 958. 

Fuzz, explanation of that usef^ word, 266. 



G. 

Gamiokg act, a pr(»08al for oner m imittitio^ of Ae gu^ 

(^ood, nothing to oe accounted so, that does not contribute to 

happiness. 
Good-breeding, those jpeofXt defi«ie«t in U who tajbk of n^htt 

they understand, 222. 
Good man, what, 271. 
Greeks, an unpplite penile, 276. 

Guardian, the authors of that work how imposed UpittL 
Guz3le, sir TunbeUy, his character, 207. 



H. 

Handsome men, their disadvantages,^ 34, 35. ' 

Handsome women, ti^ir iavioWCe friendships for p^ch ot}i^r, 
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96str6nt tli^ gjr^at <l6ihand for them, 14. The dirties of their 
office, 15, W. The necessary qua^fications of z heareri 16, 
17. DeafhesB the principal one, 23. 

High-birth, the privilege of i^, 156, 157. 

ttigh-life, its resemblance to low-lif^, in hs diversions and 
taste, 235, 236. , 

Honest gentlemen, a name for hard drinkers, 219. 

Hocfps, of the ladies, a use found out for them, ^. 



I. 

Uaprof^mr, hit craelty te tht viaitsor, 128, 129. 

Jofansen, Mr* the public hew obliged to him for his dictionary, 
261. Excellence of his plan, ibid. Difficulties of his attempt- 

, ingr to reconcile the polite with the grammatical paK of our 
Ittfiguage, 264. 

Irony, ttie danger of its being mistaken, 269» 

Italian operas, their innocence, 250. Their drowsy effects 
conducive to the kee|nng of g^od hours« 252. The dis- 
interestedness and condescension of Owir perfoiiners, 254, 

K. 
Kept mtetveM, story of one, 243 to 250. 



Ladies, their severity to a fallen sister, 9. Their discreet be- 
haviour to their lovers, 11. Their great civilities to the se- 
ducers of their sex, 12. The defects of their education an 
advantage to them, and why, 233. The inventors of the 
genteel part of our language, 264. Their natural turn to the 
copiousness more than to the correctness of it, ibid. Their 
^0(|uence in vituperation, 265. Their indignation $md love» 
how productive of new words, 266. 

Lckf^^Hage, the immediate province of the faUr sex. 265. Vari^ 
ous fashions of language, to what owi];ig, 272 to 274* 

Leonardo da Vinci, an observation of his, 244. 

Letter, from Rebcicca Blameless, ». Prom Winnefred Bob- 
bin, 9. From A. B. proposing a new office, to be called the 
Extinguishing Office, 18. From a deaf Welchman, desiring 
to be recommended to the post ot heavtr, 24. From S. H.- 
tn the disadvantages of male beauty, 34. On the diseourage- 
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mtnt to tMte, 39. From O. S. on the custom of giving vails 
to servants, 4^ On the increase of robberies in this metro- 
polis, 49. On the mischiefs of sending youths raw from 
school to French academies. 52. From Siisannah Frettabit^ 
on the word vbit, S3. From L. M. on the neglect of the 
mind, 54 From L. A. on Lord Finical's library, 64. From 
M. B. on the ruling passions of the ladies, 75. From J. T-. 
on taste, 81. From Mary Muzzy, on the farther exploits of 
her family, 87. From T. H. on the ladies high heels, 92, 
From W. X. proposing an act to qualify g^amesters, 93. From 
A. Z. with an abstract from the life of the Marquis of Or- 
monde, 94. From a servant, requesting that no more letters 
be published against vails, 9^. From A. B. upon the phy- 
sic of the mind, 97. From sir William Cecil (afterwards 
lord Burleigh) to sir Henry Norris, 136. From A. G. on 
her behaviour to her lovers, 133 to 138. From Philocosmos, 
on the agreement between arts and manners, 140. From a 
gentleman, upon putting romances into the hands of youn^' 
ladies, 145. From A. B. describing and characterizing the 
maid's husband, ISQ. From Sarah Meanwdl, on the dress 
of her elder sbters, 155. From M. A. complaining of her 
situation among the great, 156. From £. L. on the cla- 
mours ag^nst the alteration of the style, 160. From M. D. 
on the art of making thunder and lightning, 167. From a 
a young bride on her husband's visiting his uncle in Berk- 
shire, 178. From T. H. in the triple capacity of parson, aui 
thor, and cuckold, 181. From Philanthos on the cultivation, 
of flowers, 184. From a gentleiman complaining of the de- 
generacy of the times, 194. - From another, on his love of 
mediocrity, 233. From M. A. on the opposite characters of 
two sisters, 236. From a young woman in keeping, on her 
seduction and penitence, 243. From A. Z. on the melancho- 
ly turn of a country family, 258. From C. D. on the neces- 
sity of an annual vocabulary of new words, 269. 

Library, a description of lord FinicalV, 64 to 6^. 

Library -paper> instructions to Mr. Bromwich how to make it, 
68. 

Life, the enjoyment of it necessary to a preparation for hea- 
ven, 116. 

Link-boy, his petition to Mr. F. A. 118. 

London, its over-grown size the cause of the increase of rob-, 
beries and murders, 49. The grand inducement to visit it« 
285. 

Louis the XIV. his greatest glory, that of making the French 
language almost the universal one, 263. 
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M. 

Malefactors, how to be made ornaments to their country, 72. 
Maid'a husband, description of him, 151. 
M*L.ean, Mr. the highwayman, his great honour and polite- 
ness, 279, 280. 
Man of sense, incompatible with a man of fashion, and why, 
233. 

Man of quality not always a man of fashion, 234. Instanced 
in a noble lord, ibid, . . 

Mankind, how improved in morals by the circulation of these 
essays, 200. 

Manners, their affinity to arts, 140 to 144. 

Master, under obligations to the servant who acquits himself 
diligently and faithfully, 260. 

Masquerades, the morality of them, 120. 

Mathematician, the great discoveries of one, 259. 

Matron, a venerable one in Covent-Garden, her invitation to 
Mr. F. A. 118. 

Meanwell, Sarah, her letter to Mr. F. A. 155. 

Men, their extreme delicacy made amends for by the manliness 
of the woman, 38. Sometimes hypocrites in their last mo- 
ments, and why, 113. 

Metastasio, Sig. his unsuccessful attempt in his operas, 251. 

Metropolis, a large one, thf greatest evil of a nation, 51. 

Micio, his character, 85, 86. 

Middle station of life, the happiest, and why, 233. 

Minds, of the polite world starved for want of sustenance, 59. 

Moonlight, lady Betty, her proposal to Mr. F. A. 120. 

More, sir Thomas, his jest upon the scaffold, 113. 

Murderer, a jest of one at the gallows, ibid. 

Muzzy, Mary, her second letter to Mr. Fitz- Adam, 87. 



Naked, the difficulty of painting it, and why, 142. 

Natural Philosophers, the great improvers of our manufactures; 

.I6r. 

ecessaries, what, 98. 
Neological dictionary, its use, 269. 
News, the genuine food of the mind, 98. 
Night, the various employments of it, 117. 
November, its gloomy effects on the disposition, 256. Th?5 

country always undone in that month, ibid, 
B b2 
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Q. 

GbeceDitY, conaHr^^iiced a^ t^ m^ff of a late fft^X m^, 99»^ 

■ why, 230. 

Pdd people, who, 272. 

Ode to Night, 120 to 122. 

Operas, Italian, their innpcenqi an4 usef>4?>^t, 9^ ^9 253. 

Ormonde, Marquis of, his adventure with a French nob^unan, 

94, 95. 
Orthography of the English language, its uncert^U>|ty, ?63, 



Palmyra, ruins of h, the merit of those prints, 61. 

Parizadc, story of her from the Arabian Tales, 109 to 11 1, 

Parliament, frequently the ruin of country ^ntlemcn, i&fd. 

Parliament of Paris, its ill-breeding, 2f 6. 

Parson, not absolutely a character of contempt, ^.^id v^y, 3Q, 31. 

Paschal, Monsipur, his rems^rk on hunting. 218. 

Pastry-cook, in St- Paul's Church-yard, his magnificence op 
Twelfth-aay, 42. ^- 

Patches, their increase in size, 106. Qji what parts of the 
body to be wonij 107. if ow to be mads an honour to tl^ 
sex, ibid. 

Pedantry, the characteristic of the last age, 22?. How \V 
surdly avoided by th^ present, 223. 

Pgremptoriness in conver^tion, a great abu^e of it, 229. 

Philalethes, his character, 85. 

Plato, the excellence of his Symposion, 204. 

Platonic philosophy, its reception in the wqrld, 228, 229. 

Play, definition of that science, 76, 

Pleasantry and wit, the principal supports of occasional writ- 
ings, 281. 

Plyant, sir George, his character, 207, 208. 

Poetry, how improved by the fiair sex, 266. 

Politeness, definition of it, 276, 277. 

Politics, its bad influence on society, 23p. 

Poverty, the only cure for luxury, 123. 

Precision and Perspicuity, not the favourite object of n;iini5ters,' 
260. 

Procrustes, his tyranny, 

Projector, the history of one, IS. His scheme for an Extin- 
guishing office, 19. 

Prosperity and Adversity, an allegory, 173 to 178. 

Public paper, the difficulties of conducting it, 7. 
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Puffing, by abuse, the most successful va7» X26» ^« 
fvanj^n, R^ph, >u& ^ploUs »n4 deAtb» 87 to 9Q. 



Q. 

Quakers, their policy, 9. From whence honow c d, Id. 
i^een Elizabeth, the first introdocer of French fiMhioiu kkC« 

England, 136. 
Quickly, Mrs. her advice to Falstaff, 29T. 



R. 

Rat-catchers, their policy, 104. 

lU^EMnnatlon, the genei^l one brought t^QUt liy these ^ifa^ 

200. 
Robberies, the increase of them in this town, to what owing, 

51. The good-breeding introduced into that science, 278 to 

281. 
Rochefoucault, an extravagant maxim of his, 107. 
Romances^ mischievous to young ladies, 145. 
Romans, their unpoliteness, 266. 



S. 

Scarfil, Pr. hpw txeated by the wi4ow Q, 1S6, 137. 
^condat. Monsieur, hi» opinion of tHa cause of hufliaii^^vnip- 

tion» 50. 
^ene^i^f his observation upon servants, 191, 1U2. 
3ene8ino, his ^krroing behavioiir in the opera of Ale^cander. 

I^entiments, the practice of toaAt'mg them» how conunendaible 
in young ladies, 159. 

Servants, the necessity of their having vails, ^9d why, 47, 49w 
Their good and bad qualities generally to be ascribed to their 
masters, 189. Their vices and follies sometlnve^ to be cuxed 
by good usage, 192. 

Shoe-cleaning, ^ more iiespe^tahle profession than tlnat of a^ 
author, 33. 

Silent people, their usefulness in oompany, 205. 

Silly fellow, what, 272. 

Silly woman, what, ibid. 

Siphon, or soaker, a calculatioi^ of the wine he sucks, th^ mo- 
ney it coats, and the time he loses in seven yeass, Wk 

Sisters, opposite characters of two, 23£ to 237. 
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INDEX. 

Sitfmst, WAX, his character, 20r. 

Skittle-grounds in gentlemen's gardens, complaints agunst 
them, 202. 

Smart, Mr. his address and reply to the widow G. 136. 

Sosdcer, his character, 21T> Consequences of hb excess, 218. 
Dissection of a soaker, 219. 

Society, the desire of shining in it a great perversion of it, 227. 
Injured by the exclusion of worotn from all serious and in- 
structive conversation, 232. 

Song, 138 to 140. 

St. Giles*s, society of, their secretary's invitation to Mr. Fitz- 
Adam,119. 

Swift, Dr. the greatest master of irony, 159. 

Sworn Extinguisher, his functions, 20, 21. 

Symposion of Plato, its excellence, 204. A modem Sympo«<m 
described, 210 to 215. 



Taciturnity, the dignity of it in old times, 13, 

Taste, the mistakes of modem writers in treating that subject, 
81. The love of moral order the first thing necessary to its 
attainment, 82. False pretences to it, 83, &. 

Tea-chest, a description of a new-fashioned one, 67. 

Tears of Old May Day, an elegy, 162 to 166. 

Thunder and Lightning, the manufacture of them, how im- 
proved by electrical cxpcrimcnta, 167. The advantages of 
that manufacture, if under parliamentary encouragement, ibid. 
Method of working it, ibid. Feats performed by it, 168. 
How to split a church steeple with it, mathematically solved, 
169, 170. Premiums oflFered by the laudable society of Anti- 
Gallicans for its encouragement, 171. Queries relating to it, 
172. Answered, ibid. 

Tillotson, Dr. his observation upoh swearing, 217. 

Tully, his employment in retirement, 231. 

Tuscany, duke of, story of him, 101. His moderation imitated 
by Mr. Fitz-Adam, 103. 

Twist, Mr. how repulsed by the widow G. 134. 



Vast, vastly, comprehensive meaning of these words, 2«7. 
Vauxhall, the master of it, his country-house how provided with 
entertammcnt for the mind, 63. 
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INDEX. 

Vices, of the times, what, 124. Changed only in form from 
those of foimer times, 125. Softened by manners and deco- 
rum, 126. 

Virtik, its signification, 253. 

Virtue, people more likely to be praised into it, than to be rail- 
ed out of vice, and why, 124. 

Vis, visit, and visitation, how to be understood, S7, 58. 

Visit, the uncertain meaning of that word, 54 to 58. 

Visiting cards, how to be written, 57. 

Visitor, his revenge upon the Improver, 128, 129. His ingenn- 
ity, 132. How to soften him, 133. 

Vivonne, duke dc, his answer to Louis the XlVth, 97. 

Vocabulary of new words, its use and necessity, 270 to 274. 



W. 

Watchmen, their complaint to Mr. Fitz-Adam, 117. 
Welch parson, history of one, 24, 25. 
Welch uncle, his adventures, 24 to 29. 
West India phrases, 274. 

Whimsey, lord, his visits to a country gentleman, 54, SS. 
Wild-goose, a symbol of the fair sex, 79. 
Woman, how defined, 7S. 

Women, their sensations finer and more exquisite than those 
of men, 85. 



Y. 

Toung men of fashion, their exemplary chastity, 159, 160. 
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